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A word from the President…
Greetings, Thornburg Neighbors!
If you thought celebration and merriment ended on January 1, fear not. The Thornburg
Community Club has you covered!
On January 14, we had a very special ribbon-cutting ceremony to mark the re-opening
of THE ROAD. No doubt you know of which road I speak. That road, the one that has
been closed for months due to our very own Geology Live! event to remind us that the
earth is very much moving under our feet. We all owe a debt of gratitude to Mayor
Tom Mackin and Borough Council, led by Sigo Falk, for addressing the problem in a
timely and cost efficient manner. Happy travels, all!
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The ceremony was a lively event hosted by our very own T-Rex! As champagne corks
popped, the mystery “first car”, “first dog”, and “first family”, were revealed: lifetime
Thornburg resident Anne Dimond with husband Jason Molinero (and daughters Kalina
and Meira), with dog Sam, of Stanford Road made the first drive down the Road.
Thanks to Mayor Tom Mackin for putting this event together.

Thornburg Boy Scout Meetings
Every Wednesday
7:30 pm in the Community Building
Contact: Tim Gordon
412-534-4047

February 11 will mark the very first Thornburg Chili Cook Off! This will be brought to
us by Brian Catanzarite, who heads up Adult Ed and who, surprisingly enough, also
makes a very impressive T-Rex. The details for this event can be found in these pages,
but let’s just say here that there are serious bragging rights at stake with this contest. Not
every participant will be able to say that they have made award-winning chili, much less
chili that has won these rights in Thornburg of all places. This will be a rare and coveted distinction. I hope to see a lot of you there, stirring your caldrons of special spices
and secret ingredients, and wooing the judges with savory smells!

Yoga—Gentle Flow
Every Tuesday
7:00 pm in the Community Building
$5.00 per session

Let’s not forgot what has just passed though: a great visit from Santa and perhaps the
best luminaria display in the lower 48 states. Jeff Leithauser, the man of boundless energy and ideas (perfectly matched with his wife Anna and her steady hand on the stern of
the Leithauser ship) put together on very short notice a fantastic day for the children of
Thornburg. Many thanks to Jeff and Anna for this, and their many other contributions
to all that is Thornburg.

Chili Cook Off Contest
Saturday, February 11
5:00-7:00 pm in the Community
Building

And, the luminaria. What more can be said other than the weather cooperated and participation was near 100%. There are few fairer sites to behold in our region than our
annual luminaria display and we have none other than Suzy Golitko to thank, again.
She had help from many elves (including 15 street captains and 14 neighbors on kits
assembly day) but Suzy covered the yeoman’s work on this much appreciated annual
event. Thanks, Suzy!
As spring advances, we will have our annual visit from the Easter Rabbit. Then, around
the corner will be Memorial Day. If you are interested in putting together an event-for families, for adults, or for kids—
before then, just give me a call.
See you around the Neighborhood!
Laura Irwin
President, Thornburg Community Club

PiYo Exercise Class
Every Thursday
7:30 pm in the Community Building
$5.00 per session

Borough Council Meeting
Monday, February 13
7:00 pm in the Library
Book Discussion—The Sympathizer by Viet

Nguyen
Wednesday, February 15
7:00 pm at Susan Kelly’s
128 Kenyon Road
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, March 13
7:00 pm in the Library
Book Discussion—Lab Girl by Hope Jahren

Wednesday, March 15
7:00 pm at Joan Britten’s
54 Columbia Road

Calendar continued next page >

~TOWN TALK~

Community Calendar
(continued from page 1)
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, April 10
7:00 pm in the Library
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15
Community Building Park
Time TBA
Book Discussion—Life After Life by Kate

Atkinson
Wednesday, April 19
7:00 pm at Judy Kimblin’s
225 Tech Road
...with more to come!

NEIGHBORLY NOTES:
Thank You:
Sylvia Spanovich of Eton Road is so thankful for the Random Act of Kindness where she has been the recipient. A dear neighbor, along with her
dog, delivers the newspaper to her door every morning. She also wishes
to thank the Community Club and neighbors for their comfort and
thoughtfulness during her time of grief when her husband, Mike, passed
this summer.

Welcome:
New neighbors David & Karen Uffalussy who are busy with renovations
at 1117 Harvard.
New neighbors Kristian Habenicht & Melinda Colaizzi who moved into
245 Tech Road.

Congratulations:
Vince and Mary Grogan are happy to announce the birth of their grandson, Charles Thomas Grogan. Charlie was born on Oct. 13, 2016, and is
the son of Tom Grogan and Melissa Catello.

TOT Publication Schedule:
Community members are welcome
to contribute articles of interest to
the community. Articles should be
sent to sgolitko@verizon.net.
The following dates are the due
dates for articles to be submitted
for future issues of the TOT.



Christopher Deluzio and his wife, Zoe, welcomed their first child, a
daughter, Sloane Huntington Deluzio, on December 12, 2016. They live
in New York City. Proud and first time grandparents are Rita & Vince
Deluzio of Kenyon Road.
Condolences:
Herbert E. Cable, son of former Thornburg Mayor Ed Cable (deceased)
passed away on November 26, 2016. Herb grew up in Thornburg and
palled around with Jim Crist and George Day.

Condolences to Sylvia Spanovich of Eton Road upon the death of her
brother, Richard M. Tomko, of Ross Township on January 8.

Friday, March 24
Friday, June 9

TALK of the TOWN is published by the Thornburg Community Club to inform Thornburg residents and
Community Club members of Borough news and Community Club activities and events.
Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles? Please send them to sgolitko@verizon.net or ThornburgNews@gmail.com.
Like us & follow us on Facebook at Thornburg Connects
If you have any questions regarding the delivery of the TALK of the TOWN, please contact:
Eileen Mackin 412-921-7876
(for paper delivery)
ThornburgNews@gmail.com (for electronic delivery)
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Borough Council Notes: Winter 2017
Dear Neighbors,
At its December 2016 meeting Council adopted a 2017 budget, and has approved a
2017 millage rate of 5.60 mills, unchanged from the previous year.

Work has wrapped up on Cornell Road. The contractor has removed loose and unstable rock and fallen
debris, and has installed four new support posts necessary for rebuilding the protective mesh fence. There
was a ribbon cutting ceremony to open the Cornell Road on Saturday, January 14 at 4:00 PM.
We have new drivers handling our trash and recycling pickup. If your house is missed for any reason,
please leave your trash and/or recycling at the curb and e-mail Dorothy Falk at
thornburg.secretary@gmail.com. She will contact Waste Management to arrange for a return trip.
Please consider this invitation to come and experience the next Council meeting on Monday, February
13th, at 7 PM. Council meets in the Thornburg School Library.
A safe and Happy New Year to all.
Mark Perrott, On behalf of Borough Council

Cornell Road open to traffic on Saturday, January 14, after being closed for a
year due to a landslide in 2016 (Photo. courtesy of Judy Thompson)

Borough Council meetings are held the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.
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2016-2017 Club Directories
If you have not received your TCC
2016-17 directory, please contact
Lauren Catanzarite at 412-770-5370
or email her at
lauren.catanzarite@gmail.com
Your dues card for the 2016-17 club
year is in the envelope with the directory or inside the
front cover of the directory. Complete the form if you
have changes to your listing.
Send the card with a $30 check for your dues made payable to
Thornburg Community Club to Kristina Szmul, 222
Tech Road OR drop your check and card off on Kris’s
front porch. There is a box marked Thornburg Community Club. Payment is due NOW.

Update Your 2016-17 Directory with the
Following Changes:
Pg 6 Ashby, Marty & Carol — add cell phones
412-874-5299 (MC) & 412-654-7770 (CC)

Pg 10 Diez, Charles & Julia—correct address and email is
1000 Masonic Drive, Sewickley, PA 15143 (formerly 248
Tech Road) email jdiezwhite@mchsi.com
Pg 13 Greiner, Patricia & George Mowl add email
patricia.greiner@verizon.net
Pg 14 Katawczik, Jarrett & Amanda —add Jarrett’s phone
& email 814-322-2872 email jarrett.kat@gmail.com
Pg 16 Lund, Peter & Marsha —add email addresses
plund211@yahoo.com and mlund211@yahoo.com
Pg 18 Mitchell, Jim should read Mitchell, Jim with new
email jim@originalmitchells.com
Children should read (Mallory, Matthew)
Pg 19 Mowl, George & Patricia Greiner.—add email
Patricia.greiner@verizon.net
New Neighbors:
David & Karen Uffalussy at 1117 Harvard
Kristian Habenicht & Melinda Colaizzi at 245 Tech Road

Pg 8 Carothers, Jonathan & Kristen—children should read
(Mitchell, Julian, Philip)

Book Discussion Group
The Sympathizer by Viet Nguyen
Wednesday, February 15
7:00 pm at Susan Kelly’s
128 Kenyon Road
Discussion Leader: Laura Irwin
Lab Girl by Hope Jahren
Wednesday, March 15
7:00 pm at Joan Britten’s
54 Columbia Road
Discussion Leader: Marie Urick
Life After Life by Kate Atkinson
Wednesday, April 19
7:00 pm at Judy Kimblin’s
225 Tech Road
Discussion Leader: Barb Larimer
Cider With Rosie by Laurie Lee
Wednesday, May 17
7:00 pm at BJ Wettach’s
100 Adams Avenue, Apt 324
Discussion Leader: MaryAnn Aug
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Medallion Ball 2016
Maggie Leone, a senior at
Oakland Catholic High
School and Thornburg resident, was presented to the
Most Rev. David A. Zubik,
bishop of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh, on November
25, 2016 at the Medallion
Ball at the Wyndham
Grand Hotel. She was
among several young ladies from the Pittsburgh
area who was recognized
for their volunteer work.
Maggie gave her time and talents to The Family
House in Shadyside and to a Washington, D.C. mission trip organized by Oakland Catholic. Maggie
was escorted by Anthony DiBello. She is the
daughter of Peter and Alice Leone of Eton Road.
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Here’s What is Happening Next
We're pretty excited to be hosting a new event in February: A Chili Cook Off!!
Where: Thornburg Auditorium
When: February 11, 2017: Participant set-up at 4pm, Judging and public service 5-7pm
Why: It's post-Super Bowl February in Pittsburgh...anything helps.
Who: Anyone who wants to showcase their chili-talents for celebrity judges and neighbors
What: Chili -Traditional, Vegetarian, Creative. You call it Chili? Our judges will try it, but it MUST BE HOMEMADE.
How: Participants will be judged on Aroma, Color, Consistency, Taste and Aftertaste.
Contact Brian Catanzarite (brian.catanzarite@gmail.com) with your chili name and spice
level (mild, medium, hot) to enter. Please also include a very general ingredient list (recipe
not needed).
Entries will be limited by how many outlets/extentions Rob approves for our use, so be
sure to get one of the plugs by entering soon if you have a killer recipe, or if you, like me,
just think February and Chili are the perfect remedy for one another. Looking forward to
that one.

Tuesday Night Yoga Class
Gentle flow yoga is on Tuesday evenings. The classes
have been full and a huge success. Meet at 7 PM in the
lower level of the Community Building.

Can’t Get Enough Exercise?
PiYo Classes Are Thursday Nights

Danielle Evonich of Baldwin Road is the instructor.

What is PiYo?

You will need to bring your own mat, towel and block (if
needed).

A fusion class that mixes element of pilates, yoga,
and cardio together. This class will improve your
strength, balance, & core while sweating!

$5.00 per hourly session
Questions? Contact Gina Caliguire at 412-651-0209 or
email ajcgmc@gmail.com

The first class was music of the 80’s, a little easy
listening mixed with a little dance rock. Come move
with the groove.
Anne Dimond of Stanford Road will be the instructor for this class. Questions? Call Anne at 412-3101951.
$5.00 per hourly session. Class starts at 7:30 PM in
the lower level of the Community Building. Each
class runs about 45 minutes.
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Thornburg Pottery
There are some lovely pieces still available.
Contact Suzy Golitko at 412-922-1125
or sgolitko@verizon.net She’s happy to deliver
it to your door.
1-quart jars (back left) look festive with flowers
or greens. They come in hunter green or cobalt
blue and are $19 each.
Fill the small crock (center) with ornaments or
eggs or berries. There is one left in hunter
green and one in cobalt blue for $20 each.
The 2-quart pitcher (back right) is the only one
remaining at $26.
Not pictured, one cobalt blue salt crock at $20;
two vertical jars in hunter green at $19; and
two hunter green mugs and one cobalt blue
mug at $13 each.

Thornburg Memorial Library

La Prima Coffee Sale

The Thornburg Memorial Library is located in the Community Building, 545 Hamilton Road. The library is
open daily between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00
p.m., corresponding with the hours of the Crafton Children’s Corner. Just ring the bell and announce your intentions.

The ongoing LaPrima Coffee fundraiser will continue. This locally roasted coffee is available in many
delicious blends .

To check out books, please fill out the library card inside the book and place it in the box on the desk in the
library. This is an “honor system” checkout and return
procedure, so please be sure to only keep the book for a
reasonable period of time.
All donations accepted. Please leave books in a marked
bag or box under the desk in the Thornburg Library.
Any questions, please call Janice Coppola 412-937-8733
or email judythecat@verizon.net

6

The price per pound is $12.00. You may place
your order by texting or emailing Gina Caliguire at
ajcgmc@gmail.com or call 412.651.0209, or drop
your order at 1121 Harvard Road.
Please specify blend preference (LaPrima house,
French roast, Columbian, Ethiopian, or Paulies),
whole bean or ground, and decaf or regular.
If requested, a regular
monthly delivery can be
set up for your convenience.
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“Patriotic Pittsburgh, mobilizing all its classes, colors and
creeds, noisily greeted the triumphant entry...of the Three
Hundred and Fifty-first Field Artillery,” the story said..
“Pittsburgh had waited long for the time when it could
proudly welcome back in a body some of its brave boys.”
Although commanded by a white colonel, the 351st Field
Artillery was a black regiment with mostly African American officers. The U.S. Army was strictly segregated by
race and remained so until after World War II. The War
Department had created the 351st under pressure led by
black leaders from Pittsburgh after local soldiers had
complained about discriminatory treatment.
The soldiers arrived the morning of March 7 at Pittsburgh’s Pennsylvanian Station on Liberty Avenue. Local
leaders on hand to greet them included Pittsburgh mayor
Edward Babcock. “Mayor Babcock was the recipient of
two gifts from the returning soldiers. One gave him a German spiked helmet...while another gave him a German
rifle, captured by an infantryman in hand-to-hand battle.”
World War I memorial in the 1st floor vestibule of the Community Building above the mail box. John E. Brown is the second
name on the plaque.

(This photo with caption from Hidden History of Pittsburgh by Len Barcousky was provided by lifelong
Thornburg resident, George Day. John E. Brown’s
name is inscribed on the World War I memorial at the
Thornburg Community Building)

An excerpt from the Hidden History of Pittsburgh article...Black soldiers and officers from the 351st Field Artillery were the first large group of veterans to return to
Pittsburgh from France after World War I. Their arrival
on March 7, 1919, produced banner headlines in local
newspapers and coverage by one of the city’s star reporters.
“No wonder the Germans quit.”, pioneering woman journalist Gertrude Gordon wrote in that evening’s edition of
the Pittsburgh Press. “Great Scott! Just look at them,” she
wrote, quoting an anonymous member of the city’s reception committee. “They are wonderful looking. In the best
of condition; hearty, brimming over with good health and
joy to be back; proud of what they have done; proud that
their city greeted them so splendidly.”
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
Thornburgers have always been kind and giving neighbors. This holiday season was no exception.
Did you sign up to purchase a gift card at the Election Day Bake Sale? The Community Club received a lovely thank you letter from Three Rivers Youth (TRY) on behalf of the children living in one of their homes (see
page 12). Many neighbors volunteered to keep the neighborhood luminaria tradition alive. Max Kroneberg
volunteered at the Best of the Batch Foundation in December to wrap gifts for those less fortunate. Lunch
with Santa was full of joy. These are just a few examples of how wonderful our tiny, terrific Thornburg is.
(Lunch with Santa Photos by The Sharma’s of Princeton Road)

Max Kroneberg with Charlie Batch.

LUMINARIA...Thanks to fair weather, it was a spectacular display
this year! Thank you to my luminaria street captains and kit assembly volunteers. It
took 15 street captains to take orders, collect payment and deliver kits. I could not do
it without each of you—Brenda Mack, Gaynol Golitko, Mary Grogan, Carol Ashby, Bonnie Anton, Kim Phillips, June Litzenberger, Gina Caliguire, Mary Kubiak, Rita Deluzio,
Vera Quinn, Kelly Chiodi, Janine Rutherford, Anna Mihalega and Adele Horstman.
And it took another 14 volunteers to pack the kits and get them to the street captains.
I was grateful to have the help of Kris & Tony Szmul, Gina Caliguire, Judy Thompson,
Lorraine Runyon, Lauren Catanzarite, Debbie Eles, Kelly Chiodi, Jane Wright and Vera
Quinn. Enzo & Nico Chiodi, Max Kroneberg and Jack Pulford (racking up some volunteer hours for Eagle Scout) were my tough guys carrying the heavy boxes to the cars
and carrying them to the street captains porches.
8

February 2017

Thornburg Villages Players—Camelot
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Opens Cornell Road

The crowd gathers & the dancing dino entertains-the youngest celebrant all bundled up-Honorary 1st Car prepares for the drive.

Mayor Mackin Cutting the Ribbon-Honorary 1st Family Anne Dimond, Jason Molinero, daughters Kalina & Meira & dog Sam, of
Stanford Road .

CHEERS!
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THOMPSONS’ CORNER
By Tom and Judy Thompson

CORNELL REOPENS – A RENEWED GATEWAY TO THE ROCKS AND MOON
At last our long banned passage from central city Thornburg to destinations such as the old Miley’s gas station, the
Fireside Inn, and the Rox is open and passable. The official grand opening of Cornell Road featured an appreciative
throng of residents(crowd size estimates ranged from 13 to 24) raising their glasses in triumph over the achievement.
Your columnists arrived late and took in only the tail end of the signature event.
We expected to see coverage of the celebration on evening local news, much as the landslide coverage last March
brought packs of news teams and extensive film at 11 of the side of a hill and a pile of rocks. But, when we tuned in
Saturday night, the focus of our fickle press corps had moved on to a sink hole in the East End and the followup
details of Joey Porter’s night on the town. We expect the TOT crack local news desk will be covering the Cornell
opening elsewhere in this edition, but we could not resist adding our photojournalistic offerings as well as our broader
view of the long term implications of this infrastructure repair. We heard of, but did not read ourselves, the tweet by
President-Elect Trump taking credit for this breakthrough as part of his infrastructure initiative.

As displayed in this photo of the throng, there was an electricity in the air. First Lady Eileen and Mayor Tom Mackin
led the celebrants in a manner reminding old timers of the Camelot days of Jackie and JFK when reaching the Moon
(let alone Moon Township) was becoming more than a dream. One celebrant, appearing to be a relative of
Tyranasaraus Rex, did raise some concerns for latecomers (and may explain why Rosslyn Farms hesitates to renew the
Holiday Dance with Thornburg) but turned out to be a pleasant enough fellow. All that was missing was Andy Palmer
driving through to the Club in the tradition of so many Memorial Day parades.
We can only hope that this renewed connection to the rest of Pennyslvania can further our fervent efforts at becoming
a destination borough. Perhaps this is what is needed to host a county-wide PickleBall tournament. Or to fund the
often discussed improvements to the Thompson Memorial Day adult beverage hospitality center, including a big
screen TV and some chairs. Mayor Mackin may even take a cue from fellow Mayor Peduto and add a bike lane to
Cornell and lure Andy and Dorothy Falk back to town. Happy days are here again.
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~Community Bulletin Board~
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