June 2018

A word from the President…
Hello neighbors!
As the weather gets warmer and we race toward Memorial Day, I’d like to take the
time to recognize the people who have made this year a success for the Community
Club. I am in awe of the support and dedication you have shown me and the TCC
in the past year, starting, of course, with Meg and Robb Alarcon, our gracious hosts
for the President’s Reception and Tony and Gina Caliguire who provided a
delicious Mediterranean spread for those in attendance.
The TCC eats well and I want to thank Vinnie and Janice Coppola for putting
together another amazing Columbus Day dinner again this year, as well as everyone
who donated to, and purchased a goodie or two from, the Election Day bakesale
(which sold out in record time this year).
Thornburgers are a pretty generous group, so a huge thank you to everyone who
donated to the Appalachian home goods drive, and to Eileen Mackin for organizing
that event. And I couldn’t mention our generosity without thanking Lorraine
Runyon for all of her hard work with the Three Rivers Youth gift card drive.
We’re lucky to live in a neighborhood with a huge Conservation Park nearby, but
our enjoyment of that space wouldn’t be possible without Judy and Clive Kimblin
and their team of weed-whacking volunteers, or Jeff and Anna Leithauser and their
fall-festival creativity. A special thank you to Rob and George for all they do to
make our community a beautiful place to live.
This year has seen an influx of new TCC members. I am so lucky to have an
excellent and dedicated group of people working behind the scenes to make these
events possible. Our new vice-president and secretary, Anne Dimond and Lindsay
Segu, have added exciting new ideas for upcoming events, and our new Family and
Youth chair, Maria Kranske, has done an amazing job with our children’s events
this year. I am also grateful to Dave Uffalussy for being a fixture at our meetings
and adding another perspective to our discussions (subtext here: men are welcome
and encouraged to come even out the numbers a bit)!
New faces are great, and we have some roles to fill, but a special thank you is due
to outgoing treasurer and Memorial Day shopping queen, Kris Szmul; immediate
past president, Laura Irwin; and outgoing Adult Ed Chair, Brian Catanzarite, who
have used their extensive experience in those roles to help make this a great year for
the TCC.

Community Calendar
Thornburg Boy Scout Meetings
Every Wednesday
7:30 pm in the Community Building
Contact: Tim Gordon
412-534-4047
Pi Yo Classes
Tuesdays in the Community Building
7:30 pm—$5 per class
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, June 11
7:00 pm in the Library
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, July 9
7:00 pm in the Library
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, August 13
7:00 pm in the Library
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, September 10
7:00 pm in the Library

...with more to come!

And finally, to Kelly Chiodi, who keeps us all up-to-date with her cheery Monday
greetings and, last but certainly not least, to Suzy Golitko,
for putting together the Talk of the Town, the directories,
AND the luminaria, among many other projects. Suzy’s
are hard shoes to fill, but I’d like to extend a huge
welcome and thank you to Colleen Kamnikar for taking on
the Talk of the Town going forward.
I am excited to see what’s next for the TCC and our
Community. Thank you, neighbors, for the opportunity to
serve.

Lauren Melfa Catanzarite
President, Thornburg Community Club
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~TOWN TALK~

Community Calendar
(continued from page 1)

NEIGHBORLY NOTES:
Condolences:
Sincere sympathy to the Currans of Princeton Road on the passing of Kelly’s
mother, Rita Despot Monaghan, on May 21, 2018.

Thank You:
Many thanks to everyone who supported me in my role of editor of Talk of
the Town over the past several years. In September the baton will be
passed to Colleen Kamnikar of Hamilton Road. It is going to be fun to see
some new changes since Collen has a Communications and Graphic Design
background. Welcome Colleen.

TALK of the TOWN is published by the Thornburg Community Club to inform Thornburg residents and
Community Club members of Borough news and Community Club activities and events.
Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles? Please send them to colleenmkamnikar@gmail.com or ThornburgNews@gmail.com.
Like us & follow us on Facebook at Thornburg Connects
If you have any questions regarding the delivery of the TALK of the TOWN, please contact:
Eileen Mackin 412-921-7876
(for paper delivery)
ThornburgNews@gmail.com (for electronic delivery)
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Borough Council Notes: Summer 2018

Dear Neighbors,
The closure of a section of Baldwin Road on Monday, May 7th has brought an unusually high volume of traffic to
our town. As many of you are aware, drivers using other than the designated detour, have sometimes overwhelmed
our twisting and narrow streets.
At the May Council meeting several actions were discussed and authorized for the safety of all:
First, the ongoing remediation of the landslide blocking Cornell Road will be expedited. Although this could
take some time, when Cornell is open there should be less traffic on Princeton.
Second, temporary speed bumps will be placed on Harvard and Princeton roads at points where excessive
speeding has been noted. Thornburg will increase police presence during high traffic volume times, and additional steps will be taken, including heightened police presence, to ensure the safety of those attending
our Memorial Day festivities this year.
Lastly, Council authorized temporarily blocking, at one end of Henrietta Way (the alley between Princeton and
Cornell) and Station Road (the alley between Princeton and the railroad tracks). This action should prevent
drivers from using these alleys as short-cuts. And while this may be an inconvenience to Thornburg residents, it is intended to prevent accidents with possible catastrophic results. Thornburg Public Works will
move these barriers on Friday mornings to maintain uninterrupted trash and recycle pickups.

Mark Perrott, On behalf of Borough Council

Borough Council meetings are held the second Monday of each month, at 7:00 p.m.
Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.
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Thornburg’s Spring Environmental
Park Weed Whacking

produced by each plant the plants are abundant.

All our “clean up sessions” of cutting, clipping and
digging is repetitive but the value of being alongside
On the rather moist and cool Saturday morning of
our neighbors, for several hours in the spring and
April 28th a group of Thornburgers, together with
fall, has built friendships with our work, chat and
several visiting boy scouts, set to work clearing seclaughter. In addition to which the park, with Rob and
tions of the park of invasive weeds.
George’s frequent mowing, makes for delightful
walks come rain or shine.
Encouraged by doughnuts, coffee and water people
broke into groups to help tackle the Japanese
Our crew this spring comprised of Gina Caliguire,
Honeysuckle, Garlic Mustard, Japanese Knotweed,
Bill Cullen, Susan Kelly, Sigo Falk, Suzy Golitko,
annual Hemlock and Multiflora Rose.
John O’Donnell with Boy Scout Aiden and Cub
Scout Cullen, Clive Kimblin, Judy and Tom ThompRain had been falling off and on for days which alson and Tim Urick. Joan Britten and Mark Perrott
lowed many weeds to be successfully pulled up with
continue to fortify us with doughnuts and coffee and
their roots. Several people tackled the Japanese
we are very grateful. Our visiting Boy Scouts were,
Honeysuckle vigorously, making sure that they will
Jason D., Danny D and Aaron.
not bloom this year. Should they bloom they then
produce attractive red berries that the birds love.
One other couple must not be forgotten! Sam RunHOWEVER, it must be noted that each Honeysuckyon and his faithful friend Atticus worked all morning
le berry has no sustenance and is pure water. Mitoo. Sam was helping to clear the creek of old tires,
grating birds gorge on these attractive berries and
pipes and a variety of other refuse. This was a danthen find that they cannot fly far before they need to
gerous task because the creek was running high.
stop once more because they have run out of enerWaiting on the bank was Atticus watching his masgy. Eradicating these flowering bushes from our
ter faithfully and ready to alert us should the need
yards would be very valuable for the bird population.
arise.
The Hemlock plant grows to heights of 6-8 feet and
has an attractive feathery leaf. In the last few years
Thank you so much to all visitors and neighbors.
it has become extremely abundant throughout our
Judy Kimblin
local areas. And, because of the hundreds of seeds

Thornburg Memorial Library
The Thornburg Memorial Library is located in the Community Building, 545 Hamilton Road. It is open daily between
7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., corresponding with the hours of the
Crafton Children’s Corner. Just ring the bell and announce
your intentions.
To check out books, please fill out the library card inside the
book and place it in the box on the desk in the library. This is
an “honor system” checkout and return procedure. Please be
sure to only keep the book for a reasonable period of time.
Donations accepted. Please leave
books in a marked bag or box under
the desk in the Thornburg Library.
Any questions, please call Janice
Coppola 412-937-8733 or email
judythecat@verizon.net
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La Prima Coffee Sales
LaPrima Coffee fundraiser features locally
roasted coffee available in many delicious
blends.
The price per pound is $12.00. You may place
your order by texting or emailing Gina Caliguire at ajcgmc@gmail.com or call
412.651.0209, or drop your order at 1121 Harvard Road.
Please specify blend preference (LaPrima house, French
roast, Columbian, Ethiopian,
or Paulies), whole bean or
ground, and decaf or regular.
If requested, a regular monthly delivery can be set up.

June 2018
.

Thornburg Graduates 2018

Van Alarcon graduated from Central Catholic High
School this spring. He was a competitive skier through
his senior year with many spectacular runs and
crashes. He has a three month Eurail pass and will
travel this fall with a good friend starting off in Spain
with extended family. Next winter he plans to start
school and coach with WPRC, a youth ski racing team.

Jordan Nicholas Gallegos, son of Jose and Suellen
Gallegos of Princeton Road, is a 2018 graduate of
Central Catholic High School. Jordan will be
attending the University of Dayton in the fall. He will
be majoring in International Business with a minor in
Spanish.

On May 23, 2018, Erin Sheedy of Tech Road, graduated with highest honors from
Oakland Catholic High School. Erin is a National Merit Commended Scholar and
received a Certificate of Merit from the State of Pennsylvania and was awarded the
American Legion Academic medal. She was the Oakland Catholic nominee for the
St. Timothy Award. Erin has been involved in National Honor Society, Campus
Ministry, Saint Maria Goretti afterschool program, lacrosse,
student
ambassadors, and OC Radio and Podcast. While at Oakland Catholic, she also
volunteered as a student leader at Kairos and the BAM! (Because Academics
Matter) program for middle school students. Erin was a Pittsburgh Youth Media
Reporter and participated in the Allegheny County Data Jam competition for the
past two years. Erin was presented at the St. Lucy Medallion Ball in November
2017 for her volunteer service at The Children's Museum of Pittsburgh, Frick Park
Summer Camp and The Heinz History Center. Erin was Miss Smiling Irish Eyes of
Pittsburgh 2018 Court Maiden. Erin worked at Hieber's Pharmacy in Oakland and at
Settlers Ridge Wave pool. Erin will continue her education at Boston College this
fall. GO EAGLES!
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Phelps Nursery Gift Cards
Fundraiser
It is never too late to add something to your garden or landscaping.
The Thornburg Community Club has a great idea
to get you started on beautifying your patios and
yards. You can purchase gift cards in $25, $50
or $100 denominations to use for your purchases
at Phelps Nursery, just 5 minutes from Thornburg
on Route 60. The Community Club earns $5 for
every $25 sold.
Phelps still has a wide variety of perennials, trees
and shrubs. Along with pots, planters, fountains,
garden gnomes, bird baths and statuary.
Planning a larger project? Phelps carries mulch,
gravel, stone, straw and much more.
To purchase your gift cards, please contact Suzy Golitko at 412-922-1125 or
sgolitko@verizon.net

Community Gardens
The Community Gardens are looking exceptionally
lush this year due to the spring rain supplied by Mother
Nature and the nurturing of our very own green
thumbed neighbors.

The Community Club maintains the gardens at the entrance of Harvard Road, the corner of Tech Road and
Harvard Road, Stanford Road at Cornell, Princeton
Road and the Community Building.
Many thanks to our gardeners Gina Caliguire, Maura
Pulford, Debbie Hadfield, Rosemarie McShane, June
Litzenberger, Nancy Morrison and Suzy Golitko.
These fine neighbors pull weeds, plant flowers, trim
shrubs and run across the occasional creepy crawlers
all to make our corner gardens look great.
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SIDEWALK REPAIR
Zane Long and Jason Herman are starting an email
group to gather interest in exploring opportunities to get a
better cost for a larger group.
Please email Zane (zanelong@gmail.com) if you are interested in joining this conversation, and indicate whether
you are in need of repair / replacement or simply leveling
the existing sidewalk.
Zane will then compile and connect the group, at which
point volunteers will be needed to propose contractors,
further coordinate with them to discuss pricing for multiple properties (e.g., if
there are at least 5 properties, what kind of discount could be offered),
and relay the information back to the
group.
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SAVE THE DATE
The Return of the Thornburg &
Rosslyn Farms Holiday Party
Saturday, December 22, 2018
Chartiers Country Club
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~Community Bulletin Board~

Lady Liberty watches on after the Memorial Day
Parade.
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