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March 2016 

 Community Calendar 
 

Thornburg Boy Scout Meetings 

 Every Wednesday 

 7:30 pm in the Community Building 

  Contact: Tim Gordon 

  412-534-4047 

 

Exercise Club—Fit Club 

On Hiatus Until May or June 

 Free to All 

 In the Community Building 

  Contact: Anne Dimond 

  acdimond@hotmail.com 

 

Borough Council Meeting 

 Monday, March,14 

 7:00 pm in the Library 

 

Book Discussion 

 All The Light We Cannot See 

 Wednesday, March 16 

 7:30 pm at Barb Tunador’s home 

 1156 Harvard Road 

 

Bonfire Spring Equinox Celebration 

 Saturday, March 19 

 Email Details to Follow 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 Saturday, March 26 

 12:45 pm Community Building & Park 

 Please be prompt  

 

Adult Ed—Carnegie Free Library & Music Hall 

 Saturday, April 9, 2016 

 5:00 pm—7:00 pm 

 

Borough Council Meeting 

 Monday, April, 11 

 7:00 pm in the Library 

 

 

 

A word from the President… 
 

 

What is that sound? A gentle padding . . . a little foot . . . a twitter-
ing nose … two tall ears. .. It must be the Easter Bunny!  Yes, he 
may be hopping into Thornburg a bit earlier than usual this year, 
but it is still a sure sign of renewal and Spring.   
 
Coming your way soon will be the Easter Egg Hunt, where the East-
er Bunny will come to share goodies with all of Thornburg’s little 
ones.  We could sure use some help to get this event up and run-
ning, even if it is something as minor as stuffing the plastic eggs, or 
making posters to put up around the neighborhood!  Watch the e-
mail blasts for the date for the Easter Bunny and for details on 
how you can help make his visit a pleasant one.   
 
Adult Education has made plans for us to visit the Carnegie Free 
Library and Music Hall in April.  Chair Kris Szmul visited the Civil 
War room last year and was so impressed with this gem of a tour 
that she has an evening out scheduled for us.  Please read the in-
formation about the event in the newsletter and watch for remind-
ers in the email blasts. 
 
Talking about blasts, another event to look forward to is our annu-
al Memorial Day Parade and Picnic!  Planning meetings will be up-
coming, but rest assured that the entire day would be much easier 
(and, dare I say, more enjoyable for you?) if you would volunteer 
to pick up one task.  We would also appreciate new thoughts on 
how to make the day even better than it has been in the 
past.  Keep an eye out for the e-mails! 
 
There is never a dull moment in Pennsylvania’s Best Little Borough; 
tiny, terrific Thornburg.  With your support and help, the Thorn-
burg Community Club intends to keep the good times coming!   
 
See you around the neighborhood! 
  
 
 

Laura Irwin 
President, Thornburg Community Club 
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 Community Calendar 
 (continued from page 1) 

~TOWN TALK~ 
 

NEIGHBORLY NOTES: 
 

Warm Wishes: 
Cheering on Frank Losos of Princeton Road to a complete recovery after 
a medical emergency while traveling out-of-state. 
 

Congratulations:  
Clive and Judy Kimblin on the birth of grandson, Kian Kimblin Licht, on 
January 9, 2016.  Kian's proud parents are Hilary and Dan Licht of Topan-
ga, California. 
 

Wedding bells chimed on January 18, 2016 for Tammy Townsend and 
Zachary Wyatt, former Thornburger and son of Sylvia Wyatt of Harvard 
Road. 
 

Warmest birthday wishes to longtime Cornell Road resident, Marie 
McCarthy, who celebrated her 98th birthday on February 28, 2016. 
 

Condolences: 
Sympathy to twin brothers, Mike of Lehigh Road and Joe, formerly of 
Tech Road, on the passing of their father, Peter Wheat. Mr. Wheat died 
on February 1, 2016 at the age of 92. 
 

Condolences to the Joe Caliguire family  of Tech Road. Kellie’s mother, 
Mary Elaine Dugan, passed away on February 9, 2016. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 

A Gentle Reminder...If you haven’t paid your dues for the 2015-16 year, 
please send them to Lorraine Runyon at 1120 Princeton Road or drop 
them off on her front porch in the box marked TCC.  Dues are $30 for 
the year. 

 

Book Discussion 

 Bury Me Standing 

 Wednesday, April 20 

 7:30 pm at Carolyn Westerhoff’s 

 The Group Will Car Pool 

 

Weed Whacking in the Conservation Park 

 April or May –Weather Dependent 

 Saturday Date TBD 

 

Borough Council Meeting 

 Monday, May, 9 

 7:00 pm in the Library 

 

Book Discussion 

 Penelope Fitzgerald 

 Wednesday, May 18 

 7:30 pm at BJ Wettach’s home 

 152 Kenyon Road 

 

Memorial Day Parade & Picnic 

 Sunday, May 29 

 Community Building & Park 

 

 

 

 

...with more to come! 
 

  

TALK of the TOWN is published by the Thornburg Community Club to inform Thornburg residents and  
Community Club members of Borough news and Community Club activities and events.   

 

Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles?  Please send them to  sgolitko@verizon.net or Kelly Chidoi ThornburgNews@gmail.com.  
Like us & follow us on Facebook at Thornburg Connects 

 

If you have any questions regarding the delivery of the TALK of the TOWN, please contact:  
Eileen Mackin     412-921-7876     (for paper delivery) 

ThornburgNews@gmail.com     (for electronic delivery) 

TOT Publication Schedule:  

Residents are welcome to contribute articles of interest to the commu-
nity.  Articles should be sent to  sgolitko@verizon.net.     
 

The following date is the due date for articles to be submitted for this 
club year’s last issue of the TOT.   
 

 
 Monday, May 9 

mailto:DorothyFalk@gmail.com
mailto:DorothyFalk@gmail.com
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Borough Council Notes: Winter 2016 
 

     

 

 

  

 

  
 Dear neighbors,  

 
 

 Cornell Road is closed due to a rockslide.  The Borough engineers don’t want to make 
 a comprehensive assessment and remediation plan until the end of winter, when the 
 freeze-thaw cycle is over. Cornell Road will likely remain closed for many months.    

 
 

 Mark Perrott, On behalf of Borough Council  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Borough Council meetings are held the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.   

Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged. 

March 2016 

       Rock slide on Cornell Road, February 2016. 
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Family & Youth Committee 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Thornburg Community Club  

will be holding its annual  

Easter Egg Hunt at Thornburg Park 
 

Saturday, March 26th  
 

1:00 PM 
 

Don’t Be Late—The Eggs Can Go Quickly! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Families should gather outside the Thornburg school starting at 12:45pm.   

Children of all ages are welcome.  

Children will search for eggs in different sections of the park based on their age. 

Each child should bring their own basket to hold the eggs they find. 
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March 2016 

 

 

What a great historical experience for our Community! 

 

 

Many of you might not know that we have a true national treasure in our own back yard - the 

Thomas Espy Grand Army of the Republic (Civil War) Post and photographs of Abraham Lin-

coln including the only known photo of Lincoln in his coffin.  

 

The Thornburg Community Club is hosting Adult Education at the Carnegie Free Library. 

Please extend invitations to friends and extended family to learn more about these treas-

ures.  It could be a great educational experience for High school students. TCC is covering 

the entry fee for the exhibit and will provide soft drinks.  All we ask is that you bring an ap-

petizer or dessert to share.  Plates, cutlery and glassware provided by the TCC. If you pre-

fer an adult beverage like wine or beer, feel free to bring it with you.   

  

 

When:              Saturday, April 9, 2016  

Time:                5:00 – 7:00 pm  

Where:             Carnegie Free Library and Music Hall, 300 Beechwood Avenue, Carnegie PA  

 

Diane Klinefelter, curator of the Espy Post and Library Director, will be providing tours with 

interesting tidbits about the Epsy Post (Civil War room) and the Civil War.   

 

  

   Complete the evening by having dinner or just dessert at one 

   of the local restaurants in Carnegie, Crafton or Robinson. 

 

 

   Reservations are not required, but highly encouraged so we 

   have enough seating and know the amount of soft drinks for  

   everyone.  Please contact Kris Szmul by Thursday, April 7  

   with your party size @ 412.875.5305 or 

   krisandtony0504@gmail.com.   

Thornburg Revisits The Espy Post At The  

Carnegie Free Library and Music Hall in April!   

mailto:krisandtony0504@gmail.com.
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Committee Updates 

La Prima Coffee Sales 
 

The ongoing LaPrima Coffee 
fundraiser will continue. 
This locally roasted coffee is 
available in many delicious 
blends .  
 
 

The price per pound is $12.00. You may place 
your order by:  

 texting or emailing Gina Caliguire at 
ajcgmc@gmail.com  

 Calling 412.651.0209 
 dropping off your order at 1121 

Harvard Road    
 
Please specify blend preference (LaPrima 
house, French roast, Columbian, Ethiopian, or 
Paulies), whole bean or ground, and decaf or 
regular.   If requested, a regular monthly deliv-
ery can be set up. 

Some Communications &  
Information Technology  Updates: 

 
 Sign up for weekly email blasts. Send your email address to Kelly Chiodi at     

ThornburgNews@gmail.com 
 

 Sign up for electronic  Crime Watch alerts. Send your email current address to   

Barbara.Larimore@gmail.com 
 

 Check out the new borough web site at http://thornburgborough.org/   This is 

where the electronic version of TOT will be posted. 
 

 Like us & follow us on Facebook at Thornburg Connects 

Thornburg Memorial Library 
 

 

Want to spend some cozy time with the kids?  

 
Check out the Children’s Library in the Community Building 

at 545 Hamilton Road.  It is open between the hours of 7:00 

a.m.-6:00 p.m., corresponding with the hours of the Crafton 

Children’s Corner.  Just ring the bell and announce your inten-

tions.   

 
There are two new comfy chairs where you can sit and read 

with your children. To check out books, fill out the library 

card inside the book and place it in the box on the library 

desk.  This is an “honor system” checkout and return proce-

dure. Please be sure to only keep the book for a reasonable 

period of time. 

 
If you have books to donate, 

please leave books in a marked 

bag or box under the desk in the 

Library.  Any questions, please 

call Janice Coppola 412-937-

8733 or email  

judythecat@verizon.net 

mailto:ajcgmc@comcast.net
http://thornburgborough.org/
mailto:judythecat@verizon.net
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More Committee Updates 

March 2016 

CONSERVATION PARK SPRING CLEAN 

It is still too early to be planning a date for our Spring Clean-

up. However, with our mild winter, new growth is already 

clearly visible, therefore, gardening and the park clean-up are 

looming. 

 

When the park is drier and the temperatures climb, towards 

the end of April or early May, we will arrange a date that is 

suitable to many of us.  

 

An email and notices around Thornburg will make you aware 

of another occasion to "meet your neighbors and enjoy their 

company". 

 

I shall be looking forward to it and I hope you will be too! 

 

 

Judy Kimblin 

Adult Ed Fit Club Update 
 

Anne Dimond has had to take a brief break 
from the weekly fit club schedule since having 
her baby. 
 
Hopefully she will get the all clear to begin 
work outs in May. 
 
So watch your email blasts.  We’ll keep you 
posted on the date and time when we can 
jump and groove to our favorite classes at the 
Community Building. 

Plant Sale Gift Cards 
 

Hello Spring! The temperatures are starting to warm up and the ground is just right for 
planting. Can’t you see the colors of spring and summer coming to life? 
 

It’s time to start thinking about your yards and flower beds. The Thornburg Community Club 
has a great idea to get you started on beautifying your patios and yards.  Plant Sale gift 

cards for Phelps Nursery just 5 minutes from Thornburg on Route 60 are a great place to 
start. 
 

You can purchase gift cards in $25 or $50 denominations to use for your purchases at Phelps 
Nursery.  The Community Club earns $5 for every $25 sold, funding our activities. 

 
Phelps carries a wide variety of annuals and perennials, herbs, veg-
etables and trees and shrubs.  Hanging baskets or pre-planted pots 

make great Mother’s Day gifts. 
 

Planning a larger project? Phelps carries mulch, gravel, stone, straw 
and much more. There shop has statuary, bird baths and gnomes to 
name a few. 

 
To purchase your gift cards, please contact Suzy Golitko at  

412-922-1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net 



8  

 

Help Wanted 

The Thornburg Community Club Could Sure Use Your Help 
 

Have you thought about wanting to help on a Community Club Committee but didn’t know quite how to get start-
ed?  It’s really easy and we would sure appreciate your help. No man, woman or child will be turned away. We’ll 
train you and work with you.  You don’t have to do it alone. Lend a hand today. 
 

There is something for everyone, no matter how much time you have to spare.  Help with one event, take on a sea-
sonal activity or chair a committee. We could sure use your help. 
 
Here’s a short take on our larger standing committees and who to contact to get started: 

 
Adult Ed plans educational or cultural activities for neighbors and their guests.  It can be 
anything from a scrap booking night – exercise class – wine tasting – lunch and learn. Typically 
two activities a year, one in the fall and one in the spring. Contact Kris Szmul 412-875-5305 or 
krisandtony0504@gmail.com 
 

 
Civic organizes the flower plantings for the community corner gardens and the holiday luminaria orders.  Contact 
Suzy Golitko 412-922-1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net 
 

 Community garden planting is a May activity. The gardens are planted in time for Me-
morial Day. There is a steady list of neighbors who plant the corner gardens. They just 
need their gift cards by early May to purchase the plants.  

 
 Luminaria is busy mid-November to mid-December. There is a solid list of street captain 

volunteers to take orders, collect money and deliver kits. A computer is needed for this 
job to update the forms. In November, the chair makes sure last year’s street captains 
are on board and orders supplies.  Early December the street captains get their packets, 
take orders and deliver the orders and payments back to the chair. Mid-December the 
chair gets a total count of kits and organizes kit assembly and delivery day. If you like a 
well-organized task, this is for you. 

 
 

Family and Youth plans fun activities and programs for the entire family. Chair one activity 
or lend a hand at any of the events.  There is always a need for extra hands when active kids 
are involved.  Past goings-on include the Halloween parade, game night, lunch with Santa, ice 
cream social, Easter egg hunt and mini Olympics at Memorial Day.  Have a new fun idea to 
share? Want to meet other families in the neighborhood with children? Contact Nicole Varga 
412-733-0527 or ndooder@comcast.net 

 
Outreach is headed by the outgoing President and this committee plans the annual Presi-
dent’s Reception held in September at one of the neighborhood homes. Committee mem-
bers find a neighbor willing to host the reception; coordinate the food; set up for the event 
and clean up after the party is over. It’s a great way to start off the year. Contact Laura Irwin 
412-922-1836 or laurairwin123@gmail.com 
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Help Wanted 

March 2016 

Communications is responsible for the community newsletter, maintaining the distribution lists for the newsletter 
and the yearly directory.  The chair updates the email list and sends out emails blasts pertaining to community club 
business. Contact Kelly Chiodi 412-977-8439 or Kelly@chiodifamily.com 

 
 The Communications Chair maintains the email list of neighbors and sends out news email 
blasts as needed. This chair usually picks up the newsletter from the printer on Route 60 and de-
livers it to the distribution chair.  Though email blasts are sent year round, it is busiest September 
-October and April -May.   
 

 The Distribution Chair separates the newsletter into stacks by street captain so that they can deliver pa-
per copies to those who request it. She contacts the street captains to let them know their packet is 
ready for pick up. Street captains deliver paper copies to their list of neighbors. We could use an extra 
street captain for upper Harvard Road. Contact Eileen Mackin 412-670-0650 or 
meileen615@comcast.net 

 
 Our newsletter is Talk of the Town. It is published 5 times a year. A computer is necessary for 
this job. TCC owns a copy of Microsoft Publisher. If your computer does not have it, it can be 
loaded.  Articles are submitted by neighbors to the editor, who puts the newsletter together and 
sends it electronically to the printer.  It’s busy for 1 week every other month. In the past, a high 
school student interested in journalism, creative writing or computers has volunteered. Contact 
Suzy Golitko 412-922-1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net 
 

 

Service Committee oversees charity projects and events sponsored by the club, such as the 
annual winter clothing drive for Appalachia and the gift card presents for Three Rivers Youth.  
Do you have a collection of Thornburg ornaments?  Or a piece of Thornburg pottery?  Service 
coordinates these activities as well. Their busiest time is October – November for the clothing 
drive and during the Election Day Bake Sale where they sell ornaments and pottery and have 
sign up for gift cards for Three Rivers Youth.  Contact Lorraine Runyon 412-922-0586 or  
mesa@mesa-cad.com 

 
Ways and Means biggest activities are the Election Day Bake Sale held in November and the plant gift card sales in 
the spring.  

 So naturally this committee is busy in late October and early November contacting neigh-
bors to remind them to bake and coordinating volunteers to work in shifts at the sale. Set up 
and pricing of goods happens Monday evening before Election Day and clean up around 6 PM 
Tuesday night. We have not had a chair for this committee for 2 years, but we have had vol-
unteers willing to work the bake sale. Please think about helping to get this back in working 
order. It is our highest priority.  Contact Laura Irwin 412-922-1836 or  
laurairwin123@gmail.com 

 
 Plant gift cards are sold mainly in May and June. An account is already set up with Phelps 
Nursery right on Route 60, 5 minutes from the neighborhood. Keep an inventory of gift cards on 
hand and neighbors will call you with their order; collect their payment; and drop the money off at 
the Treasurer’s house. In the absence of a Ways and Means volunteer, gift cards have been sold 
by the Civic Committee.  Contact Suzy Golitko 412-922-1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net 
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The Thornburg Community Club placed an order with Westerwald Pottery.  We have a variety of items in 
cobalt blue and hunter green for sale.  Contact Suzy Golitko of Tech Road to purchase a piece. Email 
sgolitko@verizon.net or phone 412-922-1125. 

 
  

Utensil Crock     $25.00 
(1 blue left) 

2 Qt. Pitcher      $26.00 
(2 green left) 

Small Crock    $20.00 
(blue & green) 

Mugs       $13.00 
 

1 Qt. Jars       $19.00 

Vertical Jars     $19.00 
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March 2016 

THOMPSONS ’ CORNER 
By Tom and Judy Thompson 

 

Thornburg’s 15 Minutes of Fame  -- Slide City on News at 11 
 

We Thornburgers are accustomed to living in geographic anonymity.  How many times upon chatting with 

new acquaintances from distant lands (such as Upper St. Clair or Fox Chapel) and , upon inquiry and reveal-

ing that we live in Thornburg, are met with blank stares  and responses such as “oh, where is that, near Wil-

merding?”   Well, all that ended on February 24, 2016, when our secret little enclave became News at 11 as 

word of the Cornell Road landslide was featured on all three (or maybe more!) TV channels with live fea-

tures from energized reporters hoping to make their bones with a breaking disaster story and live video of a 

rock pile.   Only the calming assurances of our able Mayor Mackin that he and the borough engineer (who 

knew that there is an engineer’s office in the borough building on Crawford Road) would address the crisis, 

calm the breathless viewing audience, still traumatized from the scenes of the imposing rock pile covering 

what had only hours before been a busy (or at least passable) roadway. 

 

The breaking news spread like wildfire throughout the metropolitan area.   At our day job dahntahn the fol-

lowing morning, a number of my colleagues expressed surprise at the fact that I had found egress by pas-

sage over another moat crossing or other means of escape.  Soon the complex commuting patterns of our 

residents adjusted (after some careful mapquest studies) and life has gone on.  Cornell has turned into a 

pleasant dog walk destination as many of our dogs and their Thornburg humans have walked the length of 

Cornell to see the rock carnage in person and study whether anything has changed since the day before.   

 

Old-timers in Thornburg will recall that traffic cataclysms have struck our quiet village in the past.   Back in 

the 90’s Cornell suffered from another landslide, this one of the roadway itself collapsing into the valley be-

low rather than from above.  To our recollection, this landslide, while equally obstructive of traffic patterns, 

received much less TV coverage.  Undoubtedly there was some more newsworthy event that day, such as 

the birth of a sloth, a pothole in Beltzhoover or a Parkway lane closing, that preempted widespread coverage 

of that 90’s slide. 

 

In the 70’s there was an even more traumatic traffic crisis as the closing of the Thornburg bridge resulted in 

Penndot or some such super traffic power redirecting all eastern traffic on Route 60 and Steuben Street 

through the valley and onto Princeton, up Hamilton and out of Thornburg via Cornell and Harvard roads.  

Our borough council tried bravely to stem the traffic by enacting ordinances declaring all roads one way the 

opposite way that anyone from out of town was trying to travel.  Gridlocks were common as every intersec-

tion in town featured horn honking, road rage and worse.  Our son Matt, about four years old at the time, 

reported that there was a man on our porch with paint on his head.  Judy opened our front door to find a man 

asking for the police department with blood flowing down his head caused by a road rage driver hitting him 

with a tire iron over some offense at a nearby intersection.  Borough council had to move its meetings to the 

theater as citizens who didn’t even know we had a council showed up to demand action, such as invading 

Crafton or pulling up the bridges over the moat.   Thornburg survived that mess just as it will work its way 

through the latest road closing.  

 

We Thornburgers should rejoice the fact that the only time our little hood achieves notoriety is when a road 

closes every couple of decades.   It could be worse –a Kardashian could move in or the borough could call 

in the Mt. Lebanon swat team to cull the turkey population.  
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~Community Bulletin Board~ 

 

Are you on the 

list? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you getting e-mail bulletins from the Thornburg 

Community Club regarding activities like the Carnegie 

Civil War event and the Easter Egg Hunt?   
 

If not, make sure you know about all club events by send-

ing a note to ThornburgNews@gmail.com  

indicating the e-mail addresses to be added to the distri-

bution list.   

  

Neighborhood 

Watch Reminder 
 

Even in our fair borough we are sub-

ject to random crimes.  Recently 

there was an incident on Stanford Road where unlocked 

cars were vandalized and valuables were stolen. 
 

Please remember to lock your car doors and keep valua-

bles out of sight.   

 

With the warmer weather fast approaching, check outdoor 

lights for burned out bulbs and replace them. 

 

Report any suspicious activity to the police department by 

dialing 911 immediately. 

http://www.nnw.org/

