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A word from the President…
“Autumn, the year’s last, loveliest smile.” -- William Cullen Bryant

Fall is in the air, Thornburg, and change is abundant! The leaves are turning bright
reds and yellows, the sun casts longer shadows, the evenings are cool and quiet.
Summer is my favorite time of year, but the transition into fall is a close second. I
recently had the opportunity to sit and chat about the beauty of change with
longtime Thornburg resident, Sylvia Wyatt.
Like so many of our neighbors, Sylvia grew up here (in the Thornburg Mansion!),
raised her family here, and remains active in our community. From her living room
overlooking the intersection of Harvard and Dartmouth, we talked about new
neighbors and the houses they inhabit, her experiences as a child at the Thornburg
School, and the many wonderful reasons she has remained in the neighborhood. At
the end of our visit, she gave me a “Letter to Thornburg” written by Mrs. Karl
Atwater, who presided as president of the Community Club from 1940-41. This
letter, written for the 1976 Memorial Day celebration, is delightful. Mrs. Atwater
celebrates the “warm, affectionate friendships” between neighbors, the continued
impact of the Community Club, and long-lasting traditions such as the Christmas
luminaria. She praises the talents of the Village Players, who had, at the time, just
completed a run of “Camelot.” She notes the many personal and professional
accomplishments of various Thornburgers. If any of this sounds familiar to you,
it’s because I highlighted these very Thornburg attributes in my first presidential
message.
Mrs. Atwater and Sylvia have seen the neighborhood grow and change at a rapid
rate. And yet, they celebrate this change with a contagious enthusiasm. So
contagious that Mrs. Atwater coined a term, “Thornburgitis,” which she explains
with a quote from former Mayor Joe Huot in “Here’s To Thornburg”:
It was in 1932, the then 3 Huots moved into the Stevenson Mansion (now Haller’s
Hacienda) then shortly afterwards came the Naylors and the Marshals. Mrs.
Stevenson was a gracious lady and our time there was indeed pleasant. Card
parties every Saturday evening in the winter and picnics every Sunday on the huge
porch every summer. Ironically, Marvin, Melvin and myself eventually became
home owners and civic contributors to the Borough.
Mrs. Atwater concludes that the “strange malady” of Thornburgitis has one cure:
home ownership (and eventual home swapping when you get bored with one you
have).
The letter is a testament to the fact that the more things change, the more they
remain the same, and there is something profoundly comforting in the fact that,
over 40 years after this letter was written, the observations of a former president
remain true. I think Thornburg is incredible in this regard, and it made me happy to
know that I am not the only one. (I’m also dying to know where “Haller’s
Hacienda” is and who lives there now. Watch out, “Fleck
House,” “Casa Catanzarite” is primed for a takeover.)
As we fully embrace the change of Fall, I leave you with the
words of Mrs. Atwater: “my heartfelt wishes and sincerest
hopes for success, fulfillment, contentment and joy in your
life here in Thornburg – may you all be blessed with health
and happiness – and always know that while we are
‘roaming’ elsewhere you will always have a part in our
hearts.”
Lauren Melfa Catanzarite
President, Thornburg Community Club

Community Calendar
Thornburg Boy Scout Meetings
Every Wednesday
7:30 pm in the Community Building
Contact: Tim Gordon
412-534-4047
Pi Yo Classes
Tuesdays in the Community Building
7:30 pm—$5 per class
Appalachia Clothing & Dry Goods Drive
Last Day to Donate
Friday, December 8
Golitko’s at 220 Tech Road
Mackin’s at 1124 Cornell Road
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, December 11
7:00 pm in the Library
Jazz Up The Holidays Concert
Manchester Craftsman’s Guild
Monday, December 11
Tickets are $35
Doors open at 5:30, Concert at 7:00
Lunch With Santa
TBA December 2017
Community Building Lower Level
It’s A Wrap
The Best of the Batch Foundation
Munhall
Saturday, December 16
10:30 am
Luminaria Kit Packing Day
Sunday, December 17
11:00 am—12:30 pm
High Schoolers Needed to Carry
& Deliver Boxes to Street Captains

Calendar continued next page >

~TOWN TALK~

Community Calendar
(continued from page 1)

NEIGHBORLY NOTES:
Luminaria Lighting
Sunday, December 24
6:00 pm (weather permitting)
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, January 8
7:00 pm in the Library
Book Discussion—Rules of Civility by Amor
Towels
Wednesday, January 17
7:30 pm Susan Kelly
128 Kenyon Road

Welcome:
New neighbors Alicia Ventrice and Tolga Sevdik who moved into 152 Kenyon Road.

Congratulations:
Julie and Dan Simelis of Harvard Road welcomed baby daughter, Harper
Grace, in September.
William Rhoades Kamnikar was born on Halloween at 2:20
weighing 7 lbs 11 oz measuring 20.5 inches. All are happy
and healthy. Will and his big sister, Rita Jo, are becoming
best friends quickly on Hamilton Road.

Borough Council Meeting
Monday, February 12
7:00 pm in the Library
Book Discussion—A Train Through Time: A
Life Real or Imagined by Elizabeth Farnsworth
Wednesday, February 21
7:30 pm Sandi McPhee
533 Hamilton Road

...with more to come!

Gerry and Katherine Pecora of Harvard Road on their recent wedding.

In Search Of:
A new editor will be needed for the TOT newsletter beginning in September
2018. A high school student OR adult resident interested in writing or language arts or computer systems would be perfect for the job. There are 4-5
issues each year depending on local activities. Microsoft Publisher is the
program used and the TCC owes a copy that can be saved to your personal
computer. Interested, please email Suzy Golitko at sgolitko@verizon.net or
Lauren Catanzarite at lauren.catanzarite@gmail.com

TOT Publication Schedule:
Community members are welcome to contribute articles of interest to
the community. Articles should be sent to sgolitko@verizon.net.
The following dates are the due dates for articles to be submitted for
future issues of the TOT.

Wednesday, January 10
Wednesday, March 14

TALK of the TOWN is published by the Thornburg Community Club to inform Thornburg residents and
Community Club members of Borough news and Community Club activities and events.
Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles? Please send them to sgolitko@verizon.net or ThornburgNews@gmail.com.
Like us & follow us on Facebook at Thornburg Connects
If you have any questions regarding the delivery of the TALK of the TOWN, please contact:
Eileen Mackin 412-921-7876
(for paper delivery)
ThornburgNews@gmail.com (for electronic delivery)
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Lunch with Santa will be scheduled for some
time in early December.

Please watch your
email blasts and neighborhood posters for
more information.

Maria Kranske of Eton Road would love some help.
Contact her at 412-921-4867 or by email
denunziokranskem@gmail.com

Thornburg Memorial Library
The Thornburg Memorial Library is located in the Community Building, 545 Hamilton Road. The library is open daily between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., corresponding with the hours of the Crafton Children’s Corner.
Just ring the bell and announce your intentions.
To check out books, please fill out the library card inside
the book and place it in the box on the desk in the library.
This is an “honor system” checkout and return procedure,
so please be sure to only keep the book for a reasonable
period of time.
All donations accepted. Please leave
books in a marked bag or box under
the desk in the Thornburg Library.
Any questions, please call Janice Coppola 412-937-8733 or email
judythecat@verizon.net

2017-2018 Thornburg Book Discussion
March 21
In Cold Blood byTruman Capote
Host: Marie Urick
January 17
Rules of Civility By Amor Towels
Host: Susan Kelly
February 21
A Train Through Time: A Life Real or Imagined
By Elizabeth Farnsworth
Host: Sandi McPhee

April 18
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway
Host: Barbara Tunador
May 16
The Private Life of Mrs. Sharma by Ratika Kaptur
Host: Meg Alarcon

All discussions will begin at 7:30 PM. If you have any questions, please call Susan Kelly at
412-334-3186 or e-mail at skelly2000@aol.com

PiYo Classes Tuesday Nights PiYo is a fusion class that mixes elements of pilates, yoga, and
cardio together improving your strength, balance, & core while sweating! Anne Dimond of Stanford
Road is the instructor
Questions? Call Anne at 412-310-1951. $5.00 per hourly session. Class starts at 7:30 PM in the
lower level of the Community Building. Each class runs about 45 minutes.
La Prima Coffee Sales LaPrima Coffee fundraiser features locally roasted coffee available
in many delicious blends. The price per pound is $12.00. You may place your order by texting or
emailing Gina Caliguire at ajcgmc@gmail.com or call 412.651.0209, or drop your order at 1121
Harvard Road.
Please specify blend preference (LaPrima house, French roast, Columbian, Ethiopian, or Paulies),
whole bean or ground, and decaf or regular. If requested, a regular monthly delivery can be set up.
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Borough Council Notes: November 2017
Dear Neighbors,
ROCK SLIDE SUPPORT

ough government and develop leadership skills. It also
allows borough officials to serve as mentors to students
who will be future leaders in their communities. Fino Caliguire, during his transition, has generously offered to act
as a liaison for any young Thornburg residents. Fino’s
email: a.sarafino.caliguire@gmail.com

State Representative Dan Deasy was invited to attend
the regularly scheduled October 9th Thornburg Council
meeting. Council expressed its appreciation for the good
work and enthusiastic support he and his assistant, Julie
Jarbeck, along with Council Secretary Dorothy Falk and
Mayor Tom Mackin, provided in securing a $40,000 KeyRECORDS ON THE MOVE
stone Communities Grant. Council used this Grant to parOn Saturday, November 4th The Senator John Heinz
tially offset the cost of the 2016/2017 Cornell Road rock
History Center formally accepted some of Thornburg’s
slide remediation.
earliest records, including a well-worn somewhat frayed
and cracking leather bound Volume containing a handGOODBYE, GOOD LUCK, and CONGRATULATIONS written Ordinance #1. A number of Borough Council
Councilperson Fino Caliguire has resigned from Coun- Minutes were part of this transfer. One yellowing and
cil as a requirement for his recent acceptance of a position typewritten page dated 1919 notes a disbursement of
as a Judicial Clerk for Judge Christine Ward in the Alle- $2.12 to Bell Telephone Company.
gheny County Court of Common Pleas Civil Division.
These more than a century old records are fragile, and
Congratulations Fino.
were most recently housed in the Thornburg School building in a basement room beneath the Crafton Children’s
JUNIOR COUNCIL PERSON PROGRAM
Corner. The area lacked adequate climate control, and put
The Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs offers a these volumes at risk. It was clearly time to find a new
number of programs to communities; including the Junior appropriate home. Council President Sigo Falk found one.
The Heinz History Center provides a safe, secure, preserCouncil Person Program.
vation – friendly environment, and maintains public acThe Junior Council Person Program provides youth in cess to these important and vulnerable documents of
our community with an opportunity to get engaged in bor- Thornburg’s history.

Items submitted to the Heinz History center for preservation and storage.
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Borough Council Notes: November 2017
Rules for Disposal of Leaves, Cuttings, Branches
Borough pick-ups are Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings for the following:
- leaves (by vacuum in October and November)
- cuttings (no grass clippings at any time)
- branches


All items must be in untied bags or in containers with loaded weight of no more than 40
pounds.



Please do not include stones, dirt, or animal waste in yard debris.



Branches and limbs of less than 3 inches in diameter must be cut in lengths of no more
than 4 feet and tied in bundles weighing no more than 40 pounds.



Residents must find another method to dispose of limbs larger than 3 inches in diameter.



The leaf vacuum is used in the fall (October 1st through November 30th).
Leaves to be vacuumed must be raked and piled at the curb. Leaf piles should
NOT include sticks, rocks, or other matter. At all other times leaves gathered for
pick-up must be in containers.



Commercial lawn care companies and tree surgeons are responsible for removing from
the Borough all offal from their work. Borough employees will not pick up building material or tree stumps.



Call Rob Murphy, Borough Maintenance Director (412.921.3720) with questions about
pick-ups.

Mark Perrott, On behalf of Borough Council

Borough Council meetings are held the second Monday of each month, at 7:00 p.m.
Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.
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Thank You
from the
Service Committee

(Only 8 Ornaments Left for Sale)

The Service Committee would like to thank all you
neighbors who stopped by our table at the Election
Day Bake Sale on Tuesday, November 7th, 2017.
With your help, we met both our goals for the day:
THREE RIVERS YOUTH: Neighbors signed up to
buy $25 Gift Cards for all 13 Foster Care Children,
and the 15 Women and 15 Men in the new
“Wellness” programs.
Three Rivers Youth closed all their children’s homes
in 2017 and is implementing programs for adults and
families in the area. They are accepting $25 Gift
Cards (Target, Walmart, Kohls or Giant Eagle)
throughout the year, but the need is especially great
during these holidays. If you didn’t sign our list, but
still want to contribute, please leave a $25 Gift Card
on the porch of a Service Committee member
(Cindy Kroneberg or Lorraine Runyon) and we will
forward it to Three Rivers Youth.
TRY is also accepting purchased but un-used items
for its families (skin care products, blankets, warm
outer clothing, toys). All items and gift cards must
be received by Friday, December 1st. Please call
Cindy or Lorraine for more details.
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2017 CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT: This “ Jumping
Jack Reindeer” is pictured left and was a big hit with
our neighbors (thanks to TCC President Lauren Catanzarite for choosing this). 50 Ornaments were
ordered and we have only 8 left. The price for this
ornament is $15.00. We also have some ornaments from prior years (2002, 2005, 2012, 2014,
2015 and 2016). Prior year ornaments cost $5.00.
Checks should be made out to the “Thornburg Community Club” – please write “Ornament” on the
memo line.
Several neighbors have told us they don’t collect
these Thornburg Ornaments anymore and might be
interested in selling their collections. If you are one
of these people, please call us! There are other
Thornburgers who are “missing” a year or two from
their collections and would like to talk with you.
Any questions about these ornaments should be
sent to Lorraine Runyon (phone: 412-922-0586 or
email: mesa@mesa-cad.com).
Many thanks to everyone (bakers, workers, election
staff and customers) who helped to make the 2017
Election Day Bake Sale a success. We especially
want to thank Rob and George for bringing out and
setting up the tables – they’re heavy!
Cindy Kroneberg 412-920-0340 or
email jeffkroneberg@gmail.com
Lorraine Runyon 412-922-0586 or email
mesa@mesa-cad.com

Appalachia Clothing
&
Dry Goods Drive
Donations are being accepted through Friday, December 8.
Items may be dropped off at
The Mackins
1124 Cornell Road
The Golitko’s
220 Tech Road .

November 2017

It’s a Wrap!!!
(a Wrapping Party!!!!)

If you like to wrap presents, but don’t like the hassle of
buying them, then we’ve got a party for you! The
Thornburg Service Committee members will be donating their time to wrap Christmas Presents for families
in the Pittsburgh area. We invite you to join us. We’ve
done this for several years and it’s a really enjoyable
time.
Details of this Wrap Party are:
Location: The Best of The Batch Foundation Office
(2000 West Street, Munhall, PA 15120)
Date: Saturday, December 16th, 2017
Time: 10:30 AM to Late Afternoon (most wrappers stay
for an hour)

Jazz Up the Holiday
Christmas Concert
Join your neighbors for a night out at Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild listening to Holiday Music. Jazz up the Holidays featuring
Lisa Ferraro, a native of Pittsburgh, accompanied by Thornburg resident Marty Ashby,
Max Leake, Mike Tomaro & a swinging horn
section . Concert is Monday December 11 at
7:00pm. Reserved seat Tickets are $35.00.
Doors open at 5:30 with Hors d’oevres and
a cash bar. Tickets can be purchased
a t
w w w . L i s a F e r r a r o . c o m
Contact Gina Caliguire with any questions
@412.651.0209 or ajcgmc@gmail.com

Needed:
- - Many hands to wrap,
- - Older Children to be “runners” (runners choose presents & carry them to the wrappers),
- - Strong Backs to lift large Santa Claus Bags full of
presents and pack them in trucks on-site.
Volunteer Service Hours Forms for school kids are onsite and can be completed for helpful kids.

Charlie and Tasha Batch will provide:
- - Santa hats or reindeer antlers for all volunteers to
wear (to add to the festivities)
- - All gifts, wrapping paper, tape, name tags, ribbons
and scissors (but I recommend that people bring
their own scissors – they are always in demand)
- - Drinks and Bagels (breakfast) and sandwiches
(lunch) from Panera Bread for all volunteers.
- - Much Gratitude! These gifts (toys for kids and
household items for adults) are distributed to local
families on Christmas Eve. “Charlie Elf” and his
helpers spend most of that day delivering Santa
Bags and they always say it is the best part of their
Christmas.

If you are interested in this and want to learn more
about it, please contact the Service Committee members (Cindy Kroneberg or Lorraine Runyon).
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The Columbus Day Dinner, which
took place on Sunday, October 8th,
was not unlike another of our beloved Thornburg traditions, our
Thornburg Village Players productions, which often lead us into the
community-building auditorium.
The dinner was presented to us,
the fortunate 56 attendees, with
nary a detail left unconsidered. When we descended the few steps into the room, we were greeted with soft
and homey red-and-white checkered tablecloths, topped with unique, detailed, and beautiful place settings,
each of which beg for attention and must have their own story. Warm lights and fall foliage adorned the walls
and centerpieces of the tables, adding another layer of cordial welcome into a seemingly old-world gathering.
Where the similarities between the dinner and a TVP production ended was with the addition, as we entered
the scene, of a delicious, inviting whiff of the heavenly delights we were about to devour.
Our hosts, Vince and Janice Coppola, received the attentive, and hungry crowd by reminding us of its anniversary: This was the 19th year the dinner was presented by the
two, and all done at their own expense. As we filled our small plates with big heaps of
antipasti, we heard a reading of the extensive menu to come, including two soups,
(swordfish and wedding), lasagna, Ragu Bianco con Pollo, and Trippa alla Romano (for
the brave at heart), all followed by a dessert table dripping with flavorful
sin….Limoncello cheesecake, Sacher Torte, Chocolate Raspberry Mousse Truffle Cake (!!) and Pignoli Cookies. Vince
would also make the rounds offering a scoop of his handmade
chocolate gelato. We let out a collective
sigh as we responded with a rousing round
of applause and followed with a mostjubilant sip of Janice’s home-made
limoncello.
The sight of the comforting soup and the scrumptious pasta, when set to table, demanded that I pull my camera from my pocket, but it was the scenes that unfolded afterward
which kept it clicking. I saw neighbor serving neighbor in a most lovely communion of friendship and care. It struck me how lucky we all are to have each
other and to have another chance to come together.
While the overall feeling of the evening is one of tradition and nostalgia, one
has to wonder if there ever has been such a unique and sublime event offered
among mere neighbors. The Columbus Day Dinner is an event where The
Coppolas welcome us back to a place we’ve likely never been. A hearty thank
you to Vince and Janice for the painstaking attention to detail and
surely-back-breaking work that goes into this
production, and most especially for the memories we
made there.
Kelly Chiodi
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was doing as I was interviewing her. She maintains the
corner garden on Cornell Road. She sells coffee from La
Prima, which is a coffee shop in the Strip District. She
was president of the Community Club the year that
Hello Thornburg, this is your roving Thornburg turned 100. She and her husband also cater
reporter here, and today I am going to the President's Recejption.
tell you about our very own Mrs. Gina Caliguire. She has lived in Thorn- For the past 2 years, Mrs.Caliguire has owned 3 chickburg for about 16 years, has 3 chil- ens. About 4 months ago, a hawk ate one of the chickens.
dren, and is one of the few residents of this great neigh- That chicken was replaced shortly after. The chickens lay
borhood to own chickens. She lived on Princeton Road about 10 eggs a week, so it is safe to say that the Cafor a year, but once a house on Harvard Road became liguires eat a lot of eggs. She says that raising chickens
is not hard, so you might want to invest in chickens.
available, she and her family moved there.
Both Mr and Mrs Caliguire have a career in medi- Mrs.Caliguire has a couple of hobbies. You probably
cine.Her husband sells prosthetic limbs and braces to know that she raises chickens, but you may not know that
hospitals. Mrs.Caliguire is a nurse, but is no longer work- she really likes to bike. In fact, one of her favorite things
ing so she can take care of her mother. She was in the about Thornburg is that it is so close to a lot of good biktrauma ICU right out of nursing school for a while. She ing paths.
worked in oncology for twelve years, and she was also a I had a wonderful time interviewing Mrs. Caliguire, and I
hospice nurse.
can not wait for my next interview. Until next time,Ben.
Mrs.Caliguire is part of the Community Club, and boy
does she do a lot. She bakes for the bake sale, which she

From Desk of Roving
Reporter Ben Irwin

LUMINARIA...Your street captain will be contacting you soon for
your order. Last year we had lovely weather and Thornburg just glowed
until the wee hours of the morning. Let’s continue the tradition. Fingers
crossed for another starry December 24 night.
Kits will continue to be $13. Kit Packing will be Sunday, December 17 at
11 am—12:30 pm. I can really use 2-3 high school teens to help carry
and deliver the boxes to the street captains’ porches. Suzy Golitko

Pottery makes a great holiday gift. There are some
lovely pieces still available. Contact Suzy Golitko at 412922-1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net
1-quart jars (back left) look festive with holiday greens.
They come in hunter green or cobalt blue and are $19
each.
Fill the small crock (center) with ornaments for a bit of
holiday cheer. There is one left in hunter green for $20
each.
The 2-quart pitcher (back right) has sold.
Not pictured, one cobalt blue salt crock at $20 and two
vertical jars in hunter green at $19.
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2017-2018 Club Directories
If you have not received your TCC 201718 directory, please contact Lauren Catanzarite at 412-770-5370 or send her an email at lauren.catanzarite@gmail.com
Your dues card for the 2017-18 club year is attached or
tucked into the front cover or it will be inside the front
cover.
Please pull out your dues card. Complete the form if
you have changes to your listing.
Send the card with a $30 check for your dues made payable to
Thornburg Community Club to Kristina Szmul, 222
Tech Road OR drop your check and card off on Kris’s
front porch. There is a box marked Thornburg Community Club. Payment is due NOW.

FALL WEED WHACKING
OCTOBER 2017
Donuts and coffee. I like this tradition at the start of our
weed whacking mornings twice a year!
We meet in the fall and in the spring with the aim of
keeping one or two sections of the park free from some
of the invasive weeds. Now, with much help from Rob
and George, who mow the Japanese Knot Weed and
grass over the summer months, there is a park-like feel to
a large section adjacent to the creek where kids and dogs
can play together.
On a beautiful Saturday morning on October 21st the
weed whacking crew included: Gina Caliguire, Janice
Coppola, Vinnie Coppola, Lauren Catanzarite, Brian Catanzarite, Bill Cullen, Jean Falk, Sigo Falk, Suzy Golitko,
Curt Johnson, Susan Kelly and Clive Kimblin. Our coffee and donut suppliers are Joan Britten and Mark Perrott.

Update Your 2017-18 Directory with the
Following Changes:

The park gives a huge amount of pleasure to Thornburgers and dog walkers. Working together in the Thornburg environmental park is a privilege and pleasure.

Pg 20 Perri, Joe & Joy—add email joy.perri@alcoa.com

A very big thank you for your work and encouragement.

Pg 21 Quinn, Scott & Vera—add cell phone for Scott
412-370-0989

See you next Spring.
Judy Kimblin

Pg 24 Szmul, Tony & Kristina—change home phone to
412-922-5417
Pg 24 Uffalussy, David & Karen— change name to
Uffalussy, David Jose & Karen
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It`s Halloween! It`s Halloween!
The moon is full and bright
And we shall see what can`t be seen
on any other night.
The siren blares and lights go round,
It’s parade time in Thornburg town.
A pumpkin banner leads the way,
With blue man morphsuit on display.
Unicorns, fairies and princesses walking down the
lane,
Batgirl and Wonder Woman in her invisible plane,
A doctor making rounds for treats,
An astronaut in space shuttle performs magic feats.
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~Community Bulletin Board~

Military Banner Program
Honoring Our Veterans
Many of our neighboring communities are
participating in the Military Banner Program
honoring residents and family. This program
honors our brave men and women who have
served or are currently on active duty by creating and displaying a military banner. Banners
are only displayed from Memorial Day
through Veterans Day. The name of the veteran, a photo and branch of service is included
on each banner. The family of the veteran
pays the fee of approximately $85.
Here is an example honoring Thornburg veteran James D. Crist.

More information is available at:
www.troopbanners.com
If you are interested in participating in this
program to honor a loved one who resided in
Thornburg, please contact:
Rita Deluzio
412-922-1669
Deluzio@mac.com
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