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A word from the President…
Two years ago, as my daughter graduated from high school and was about to
head off to the college of her choice, Virginia Tech, we hosted a party in her
honor. To add some levity, I created a quiz for our guests to take about Mary’s
life and new school. Question #7 was:
Virginia Tech’s motto is -a)
Ut Prosim Bierus (That I May Serve Beer)
b)
Ut Prosim (That I May Serve)
c)
Ut Prosim Drinkis Bierus (That I May Drink Beer)
d)
Ut Prosim Felonious (That I May Serve Time)
Shockingly (ha, ha), most guests selected a) or c). Perhaps you, too, would make
the same selection. But as all Hokies know, the correct answer is “That I May
Serve”.
Service is what Thornburg Community Club is all about. We strive to serve each
of you by providing fun and entertaining events for children and adults alike.
We keep our community connected through the “Talk of the Town” and weekly
e-mail blasts. We work to keep our Borough looking good, by maintaining the
corner gardens and Conservation Park. Our service outside of our community is
in the form of annual contributions to various organizations, such as the Crafton
Library and the Food Bank. We hold annual clothing drives for those in need in
Appalachia.
But, we can and should do more.

That I May Serve. Let’s think about this and how the Thornburg Community
Club can provide more service.
One idea is to make every event a fund raiser of some sort—for example, we
could ask that when kids attend an event, such as the Halloween parade, they
bring along a canned good for the Food Bank. What are your thoughts on this
idea? Do you think we do enough already? Do you have any ideas to share? I’d
love to hear from you. Give me a call at 412-855-2380 anytime.
Our calendar is full for the Fall. The annual President’s Reception is October 2
from 2:00pm to 4:00pm at the home of Sam and Lorraine Runyon. The Coppola’s fantastic Columbus Day Dinner is set for October 9. Brian Catanzerite, our
new Chair of Adult Ed, has scheduled a whiskey tasting for October 20 at Wigle
Whiskey. Shortly thereafter will be Halloween, with the parade kicking off at
the corner of Cornell and Yale. On November 5, Jeff Leithouser will bring us a
fall bonfire in Conservation Park. Details on all of these events can be found in
this edition of the “Talk of the Town”.

Community Calendar
Thornburg Boy Scout Meetings
Every Wednesday
7:30 pm in the Community Building
Contact: Tim Gordon
412-534-4047
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, September 12
7:00 pm in the Library
Book Discussion—The Perfume Collector by
Kathleen Tessaro
Thursday, September 22
7:00 pm - Rosemarie McShane’s
221 Tech Road
Thornburg Community Club Meeting
Sunday, September 25
7:00 pm in the Library
ALL ARE WELCOME
President’s Reception
Sunday, October 2
2:00-4:00 pm
1120 Princeton Road
Sam & Lorraine Runyon’s Home
Columbus Day Dinner
Sunday, October 9
6:00 pm in the School Auditorium
Reservations Required by Oct. 5th
Janice and Vince Coppola
412-937-8733 or
judythecat@verizon.net

We could use your help on any of these events. If you have a few minutes to
spare—and that is really all it takes—give me a call.

Borough Council Meeting
Monday, October 10
7:00 pm in the Library

All of us at the Community Club hope you had a great
summer and hope you will join us in creating a wonderful fall for the residents of Thornburg, old and young.
See you around the Neighborhood!

Book Discussion—The Nazi Officer’s Wife by
Edith Hahn Beer with Susan Dworkin
Wednesday, October 19
7:00 pm - Lauren Catanzarite’s
508 Yale Road

Laura Irwin
President, Thornburg Community Club

Calendar continued next page >

~TOWN TALK~

Community Calendar
(continued from page 1)

NEIGHBORLY NOTES:
Adult Ed—Wigle Whiskey Tour, Tasting, Talk
Thursday, October 20— 6:00 p.m.
Smallman Street in the Strip
Halloween Parade & Trick Or Treating
Monday, October 31— 6:15 p.m.
At corner of Cornell and Yale
Trick or Treating follows after Parade
Fall Bonfire in the Conservation Park
Saturday, November 5
Conservation Park
(Rain Date Sunday, November 6)
Watch Email for More Information
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, November 14
7:00 pm in the Library
Book Discussion—H is for Hawk by Helen
MacDonald
Wednesday, November 16
7:00 pm - Barb Tunador’s
1156 Harvard Road
Election Day Bake Sale and Service Projects
Tuesday, November 8
7:00 am-6:00 pm in the Auditorium
Bake Sale: Meg Alarcon &
Maura Pulford
Service: Lorraine Runyon and
Cindy Kroneberg
Borough Council Meeting
Monday, December 12
7:00 pm in the Library

...with more to come!

Welcome:
New neighbor, Jessica Lee, who will be moving into 473 Baldwin Road in
late September or early October.
The Sheedy Family of Tech Road has an exchange student
from Shanghia, China, living with them this year. Yingzhe
Qian is an 11th grade student at Oakland Catholic High
School.

Congratulations:
Colleen and Zac Kamnikar of Hamilton Road welcomed a baby girl, Rita Josephine, this summer.
Proud parents, Maria and Mark Kranske, welcomed another baby boy into
their family. Lucas and his big brother, Peter, are sure to keep them busy.
Dave Smallhoover of Tech Road opened an upstart coffee shop, Renewal
Coffee, in the Father Ryan Arts Center in McKees Rocks. His mission is to
help the kids in our area get some solid and supportive work experience. To
view the entire article at www.mckeesrocks.com/renewal-coffee-shopopening-rox/
Condolences:
Sympathy to Rainy Laux, formerly of Kenyon Road, on the passing of her
brother, John Laux, on August 2, 2016.
Condolences to the Horstman family of Stanford Road. Dirk’s father, William, a long time resident of Thornburg, passed on July 26, 2016 at the age
of 92.
Another longtime Thornburger, Mike Spanovich, of Eton Road passed away
on June 9, 2016. Our sympathy to wife, Sylvia, and their daughters.
With sympathy to Lindsey Segu and her family. Lindsey’s mother, Linda Ann
Gibbs, passed on May 28, 2016.
Former resident of Hamilton Road, Sharon Ann Scott, passed away on June
29, 2016.

TALK of the TOWN is published by the Thornburg Community Club to inform Thornburg residents and
Community Club members of Borough news and Community Club activities and events.
Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles? Please send them to sgolitko@verizon.net or ThornburgNews@gmail.com.
Like us & follow us on Facebook at Thornburg Connects
If you have any questions regarding the delivery of the TALK of the TOWN, please contact:
Eileen Mackin 412-921-7876
(for paper delivery)
ThornburgNews@gmail.com (for electronic delivery)
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Borough Council Notes: September 2016
Greetings Neighbors,
CORNELL ROAD ROCKSLIDE
Engineering studies and work plans for the closed Cornell Road are complete. Our Borough Engineer, Ray Antonelli of NIRA, is soliciting bids from qualified contractors. The work plans
include having workers repelling across the face of the rock wall adjacent to Cornell to loosen
rock fragments. The contractor will then remove fallen debris and rebuild the protective fence.
Council plans to award this bid to a contractor soon. Work will commence as quickly as the contractor’s schedule permits.
BIRDS and BEES
You may soon notice a half dozen pole-mounted bird and duck houses in the Conservation Park, and creekside near
Chartiers Creek. Nolan Clarke is building and installing these as part of an Eagle Scout project. And, at an off-path
and remote area behind the Industrial Park, local apiarist Mark Bedillion has temporarily placed a couple dozen
wooden honey bee hives.
AUTUMN LEAVES
With autumn upon us and for the benefit of our newer neighbors, we thought it a good time for a refresher course on
the…
Rules for Disposal of Leaves, Cuttings, and Branches
Borough pick-ups are Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings for the following:
- leaves (by vacuum in October and November)
- cuttings (no grass clippings at any time)
- branches


All items must be in untied bags or in containers with loaded weight of no more than 40 pounds.



Please do not include stones, dirt, or animal waste in yard debris.



Branches and limbs of less than 3 inches in diameter must be cut in lengths of no more than 4
feet and tied in bundles weighing no more than 40 pounds.



Residents must find another method to dispose of limbs larger than 3 inches in diameter.



The leaf vacuum is used in the fall (October 1st through November 30th). Leaves to be
vacuumed must be raked and piled at the curb. Leaf piles should NOT include sticks,
rocks, or other matter. At all other times leaves gathered for pick-up must be in containers.



Commercial lawn care companies and tree surgeons are responsible for removing from the Borough all offal from their work. Borough employees will not pick up building material or tree
stumps.



Call Rob Murphy, Borough Maintenance Director (412.921.3720) with questions about pick-ups.

Mark Perrott, On behalf of Borough Council
Borough Council meetings are held the second Monday of each month, at 7:00 p.m.
Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.
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Election Day Bake Sale & Much More
Tuesday, November 8
7:00 AM UNTIL THE FOOD IS GONE!
A great Thornburg tradition continues.
Cast your vote and fill your tote!
Chairs Meg Alarcon & Maura Pulford need your help to make the bake sale a success!
 Residents can donate an item or two for the bake sale.
 Sweet treats, jams, soups, breads, and more, whatever is your specialty.
 Can you work a shift at the sale? Call Meg at 412-921-4111.
 Stop in and make a purchase. Profits are used to pay for the many spectacular community events like the bonfires, childrens’ programs and President’s reception.
Please drop off your prepackaged & labeled items on Monday evening from 6-8 pm in the auditorium.

SEE YOU THERE!
But Wait There’s More...At the Bake Sale You Can…
1) Purchase the Annual Thornburg Holiday Ornament or Notecards
The 2016 Thornburg ornaments will be on sale at the Election Day Bake Sale. They are $15 each. All proceeds from
this sale help fund the service projects of our Thornburg community. A limited supply of notecards will also be on
sale to benefit the service committee.

2) Participate in the Three Rivers Youth Holiday Gift Card Drive
Get a name at the bake sale and purchase a $25.00 gift card for a young resident at one of the facilities operated by
the Three Rivers Youth Agency. Names will be available at the bake sale or by contacting Lorraine Runyon, 412-9220586. It’s the season for giving to those less fortunate than we are!

3) Winterize Your Yard with Phelps Nursery Gift Certificates
Fall is a great time of year for mums, pumpkins and outdoor work. Think about purchasing a Phelps gift certificate in
$25 or $50 values to use around the house. The Community Club makes $5 dollars on every $25 sold.

4) And Last But Not Least—Thornburg Pottery for Sale
There is a lovely selection of Thornburg pottery that will be on display and for sale. Stop by the table to see the
Westerwald mugs, crocks, pitchers, and more bearing the Thornburg logo in cobalt blue or hunter green.
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La Prima
Coffee Sale

Italian Dinner
Janice and Vinnie Coppola
would like you to join your friends &
neighbors as our personal guests for
our 18th Columbus Day dinner 6 p.m.
Sunday October 9, 2016, Thornburg
School.
$25/person to reserve seats.
checks returned at the dinner
to those who attend
RSVP 604 Hamilton Road
limited seating - please respond
before October 1!!

The ongoing LaPrima
Coffee fundraiser will
continue. This locally
roasted coffee is
available in many delicious blends .
The price per pound is
$12.00. You may
place your order by
texting or emailing
Gina Caliguire at
ajcgmc@gmail.com or
call 412.651.0209, or
drop your order at
1121 Harvard Road.
Please specify blend
preference (LaPrima
house, French roast,
Columbian, Ethiopian,
or Paulies), whole
bean or ground, and
decaf or regular.
If requested, a regular
monthly delivery can
be set up.

VENITE AC CAPITE!
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ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE
WIGLE WHISKEY TOUR, TASTE & TALK
Thursday, October 20 at 6 PM

The Thornburg Community Club is hosting a private tour of the Wigle Whiskey Distillery in the
Strip District on October 20, 2016 at 6 p.m. Wigle Whiskey, 2401 Smallman Street, Pittsburgh PA
15222
Wigle's staff will walk you through how they go from organic, local grain to full-flavored, award
winning whiskey, gin, rum, and vodka. By the end you'll be steeped in whiskey knowledge and
western Pennsylvania Whiskey Rebellion lore.
The tour includes a cocktail to start, a hands on tour of the distillation process, a history of the Whiskey Rebellion told
through the eyes of Philip Wigle, and a seated tasting. The total length of the tour is 1 hour and is limited to only 28
spots!
Lock in your reservation as soon as possible by supplying your name and payment to Brian Catanzarite of 508 Yale
Rd. Cost is $25 per person.
If you have any additional questions, contact Brian at brian.catanzarite@gmail.com or 412-848-4452.

Thornburg Memorial Library
The Thornburg Memorial Library is located in the Community Building, 545 Hamilton Road. The library is
open daily between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00
p.m., corresponding with the hours of the Crafton Children’s Corner. Just ring the bell and announce your intentions.

To check out books, please fill out the library card inside
the book and place it in the box on the desk in the library. This is an “honor system” checkout and return
procedure, so please be sure to only keep the book for a
reasonable period of time.
All donations accepted. Please leave books in a marked
bag or box under the desk
in the Thornburg Library.
Any questions, please call
Janice Coppola 412-9378733 or email
judythecat@verizon.net

2016-2017
Club Directories

The TCC directories should be delivered in
early October.
Your dues card for the 2016-17 club year is tucked into
the envelope with the directory or inside the front cover
of the directory.
Please pull out your dues card.
Complete the form if you have changes to your listing.
Send the card with a $30 check for your dues
made payable to Thornburg Community Club
to
Kristina Szmul
222 Tech Road
OR
Drop your check and card off on Kris’s front porch.
There is a box marked Thornburg Community Club
Payment is due by October 31.
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Thornburg Halloween Parade 2016
This year’s Halloween Parade will be held on Monday, October 31 st.
The parade of characters starts at 6:15pm sharp.
We will meet at the corner of Yale & Cornell Roads.
Trick-or-Treat will immediately follow!

Fall Festival in the Conservation Park
Saturday, November 5
(rain date Sunday, November 6)

Hayrides-Bonfire-Marshmellows-BYO Chair
Hay Bale Decorating Contest









Participate as a group or as an individual.
All ages welcome.
Hay bales donated by Phyllis-Lynne
Leithauser, and they need to be decorated
Spooky or fun… all bales are welcome (No
open flames, please.)
Examples can be found on the internet.
“Ghoulgle” it.
Arrangements will be made to pick up
your decorated bales the morning of the
festival.
Want to participate? Contact Jeff
Leithauser (412-737-5406) by Oct 29.
PRIZES: 1st prize: An all-expense paid
ride in the cab with Mayor Mackin around
the festival hayride. 2nd prize: Three
bales of hay. 3rd prize: Two bales of hay.

HELP Make SCARECROWS
for Fall Festival
If you are a creative, Halloween-minded person, you can help to make scarecrow scenes
for the fall festival. Help as a group or make
your own scene. Most of the supplies can be
provided.
We will gather as a group and make scarecrows
on Saturday, October 22, 2016 at the shelter in
the park from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Refreshments will be provided.
You can also help on the morning of the festival (Nov. 5) to set up the scarecrow scenes in
the Conservation Park.
Interested? Please contact Jeff Leithauser at
412-737-5406.
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Thornburg Field. (Council donated money
for a much needed drainage pipe.)
An announcement of the date (December 6th,
1969) and ticket price ($10.00 per person) for the
Annual Semi-Formal Christmas Dance at Chartiers
Country Club. (Tommy Carlyn’s Orchestra will provide the music)
The results of the recent Election and total proceeds
($73.00) from the Election Day Bake Sale were
listed.
A notice that the Thornburg Village Players would perform “Cactus Flower” on November 28th, 29th and
30th. Starring players were Ed Gregory (1112
Princeton), Sieb Hollinger (1105 Harvard), Warren
Honecker (1121 Princeton) and Barbara Corkery
(211 Tech).

(A tribute to past editions of the Talk of the Town) The Talk of the Town was very informative and well-written
A mother parks her car in front of a school. She goes into
the school to pick up her child. She glances back at her car
as she enters the school and to her horror sees her car
begin to drift away from the curb and down the street. Her
younger child is in the back seat. This is a tragic story
we’ve all seen in newspaper and on-line headlines. And it
was the headline story for the very first edition of the Talk
of the Town on November 18th, 1969. Fortunately, this story ended well. The writer (Rich DiBella, Editor – 1120 Harvard) reported that Mrs. Anton (255 Tech) and her child
were not hurt. Mrs. Anton’s car was successfully stopped
by Mr. Bercik (1137 Cornell). Mr. Burcik drove his Continental in front of Mrs. Anton’s car, allowing his car to be hit
and forcing Mrs. Anton’s car to stop in the Vernon’s side
yard (515 Hamilton Road). Mr. Bercik was hailed a hero.
Some of the other stories in this inaugural edition of the
Talk of the Town were:
Janet Langford (1105 Princeton) spent the summer in
Helsinki, Finland, at the home of Lee Ikonen (an
exchange student recently hosted by the Langfords).
A summary of the Indian Guides tribes formed in the
borough in 1969. Some of the fathers (serving as
officers) were: Ed “Sleeping Bear” Leithauser
(1109 Princeton), Stan “Big Sun” Michaels (1050
Princeton) and Dick “Thunderbird” Sullivan (1137
Cornell)
A review of local school sports news (the Canevin
football team tied with Bishop McCort for the title.
Montour’s football team won only two games that
season)
Lists of Thornburg children active in area school athletics and Girl Scouts.
An update on the Recreation Board’s efforts to “fix up”
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and what really made it special was the staff. The writers
were all Thornburg children. Information for the articles
was solicited from adults, but the only article actually written by someone over 18 was the “Council
News” (submitted by Barbara Corkery). Other Thornburg
parents provided assistance:
Some of the Typists were Mrs. Wyatt (1128 Harvard),
Mrs. Michaels (1050 Princeton), Mrs. Sullivan
(1137 Cornell).
Mrs. Wyatt and “Crew” were in charge of distribution
Mrs. Harty (1060 Stanford) did the proof reading and
Mrs. McConomy (1117 Harvard) was in charge of mimeographing.
Yes, you read that word (mimeographing) correctly. A
drawing of this 1960’s HIGH TECH device is shown at the
beginning of this article. For those of you born after 1970,
this is a predecessor of a “copier”. An original (or “stencil”)
page was placed in the mimeograph machine and a drum
was manually operated to use toner to “mimic” or copy the
original. Anyone who attended school in the 1960’s and
early 1970’s can attest to the unforgettable aroma (I’m being polite about this) of the ink on a mimeographed page.
In early 1969, Thornburg Community Club asked Vice
President Elaine Crist (1117 Princeton) to chair a committee to obtain a mimeograph machine. Mrs. Crist and her
committee were successful in this quest and I am sure this
provided an impetus for the birth of the Talk of the Town.
Future TBT columns will re-print particularly interesting tidbits from Talk of the Town editions from the past 47 years.
Happy Reading!
Submitted by Lorraine Runyon
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From Desk of Roving Reporter Ben Irwin
Hello. My name is Ben Irwin and I am writing a column in the Thornburg Talk of the Town. For my first piece, I
wanted to do an interview of a long time Thornburg resident. Then I had the idea to interview my neighbor, Mrs. Jean
Falk.
When my mother suggested that I do an interview themed around when Mrs. Falk was twelve, I was very excited,
due to the fact that most people my age know very little about a kid’s life back then. I went in thinking that technology, and how it has changed, would be a big topic, but we only spoke about technology for 4 minutes in a 30 minute
interview.
When I asked her 3 things that have changed from when she was twelve, Mrs. Falk said one thing was major industrial developments and use of the world’s resources, something I did not expect at all. Back then the Second World War
had just ended, leading to major industrial changes but not changes in how people thought as far as pollution goes.
She said that the air pollution from the factories was a huge problem, due to the huge steel demand for the war back
then. She said that her father, when going to work, would carry an extra shirt because at lunch time, his shirt would be
covered with ash from the sky. She said that in school, she was taught that a way to stop pollution was to raise the
chimneys higher, something I nearly laughed at.
About halfway through the interview, I asked her what she did in her spare time back then.
Now, I was under the assumption that kids back then helped out around the house a lot. More
proof of my ignorance when it comes to kids’ lives back then. She said that they did no chores,
because school demanded too much time to worry about that. During the summer she read up to
15 books in her free time. She also rode her bike around her neighborhood.
I enjoyed my interview with Mrs. Falk. It was fun to learn about kids my age life’s back then.
Up next, an interview with Thornburgh’s two newest residents.

TOT Publication Schedule:
Community members are welcome to contribute
articles of interest to the community. Articles
should be sent to sgolitko@verizon.net.

Thornburg Community Club
Meeting
Sunday, September 25
7:00 pm in the Library

The following dates are the due dates for articles
to be submitted for future issues of the TOT.





Friday, November 4
Friday, January 6
Friday, March 3
Friday, May 5

ALL ARE WELCOME
Extra Help Appreciated
AGENDA
Budget Vote for 2016-17
President’s Reception
Halloween Parade
Fall Festival & Bonfire in the Park
Election Day Bake Sale
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Back to School Ice Cream Social
The end-of-summer, back-to-school, let's-find-a-reason-to-socialize. Ice Cream Social was a wonderful hit on a very,
very hot Sunday afternoon of August 28th. Families gathered at the park to find friends, hula hoops, bubbles, and, of
course, the best darn ice cream this side (or the other) of the Chartiers Creek.
Brought to you by The Flying Squirrel in Carnegie, featuring ice cream by The Pittsburgh Ice Cream Co. Flavors
were - Cocoa Nib (vanilla base with crushed dulcinea cocoa beans); Honey Nutter (organic honey from Bedillion
Farm & creamy peanut butter); and Canteloupe Creamsicle (cardamom ice cream with vanilla canteloupe sorbet canteloupe from Brenkle's Organic Farm).
Chocolatey syrups & sprinkles were included for fun along with refreshing citrus water.
Submitted by Kelly Chiodi

Book Discussion Group
The Perfume Collector by Kathleen Tessaro
Thursday, September 22
7:00 pm at Rosemarie McShane’s
221 Tech Road
Discussion Leader: Rosemarie McShane with
Kathleen Tessaro

H is for Hawk by Helen MacDonald

The Nazi Officer’s Wife by Edith Hahn Beer with
Susan Dworkin
Wednesday, October 19
7:00 pm at Lauren Catanzarite’s
508 Yale Road
Discussion Leader: Carolyn Westerhoff

Persuasion by Jane Austin
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Wednesday, November 16
7:00 pm at Barb Tunador’s
1156 Harvard Road
Discussion Leader: Judy Thompson

Wednesday, January 18
7:00 pm at Jean Falk’s
540 Hamilton Road
Discussion Leader: Sandi McPhee
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Memorial Day Parade & Picnic—May 2016

Pictured top left to right: TCC President Laura Irwin carrying the
Thornburg banner to start the parade.
Grand Marshals Dick and Mavourneen Sullivan of Cornell Road.
Honored veterans salute the flag.
Patriot pooch with owners Tom & Judy Thompson.
Parade ready bikers Cora and Neil Dwyer are decked out in their
red, white and blue.
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~Community Bulletin Board~

FALL CLEAN-UP
OF THE CONVERSATION PARK
No date is set yet for cleaning up the
park.
We shall decide soon on a date
suitable to many of you who enjoy
working to tidy sections in the
Conservation Park.
E-mails will be sent and notices will be
posted around the community to inform
you of the date. Please come with your
enthusiasm and tools and ask your
neighbors to join in too.
Many thanks,
Judy Kimblin

DESSERTS NEEDED FOR
PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION
Sunday, October 2, 2016
Willing to make a dessert for the
party?
CONTACT SUZY GOLITKO
Email: sgolitko@verizon.net
Phone: 412-922-1125
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