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UPCOMING 
Borough Council Meetings - 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium• Tuesday, July 9• Tuesday, August 13• Tuesday, September 10• Tuesday, October 15• Tuesday, November 13

Borough Council 
Notes
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT…

Dear Neighbors,

Thank you for your kindness and encouragement during my presi-
dential term. It has been be a great time and I am so happy I got to 
know so many of you in the process. I hope you enjoyed yourselves 
as much as I did!

More than anything, thank you for making these past two years a 
huge success.  I am grateful for everyone’s contributions to the Com-
munity Club, large and small.  Whether you donated your time and 
talents, attended an event, opened up your home to fellow neigh-
bors, or brought a new idea to the table: this whole thing wouldn’t 
work without you, and I am thankful for so many helping hands.

I’m saying goodbye, but I’m so happy to introduce incoming Pres-
ident Anne Dimond. Anne grew up on Hamilton Road, where her 
mother, former TCC President Carol Dimond, still lives. The Dimond 
family is a Thornburg mainstay, and leading the TCC is clearly in the 
blood.  I know Anne will do a fantastic job in her term, and I am ex-
cited to see what’s next for the TCC and our Community.  Thank you, 
neighbors, for the opportunity to serve.

Lauren Melfa Catanzarite  

President, Thornburg Community Club (TCC)

See all of Thornburg's 
upcoming events on Page 4

Published June 2019
Editor: Colleen Kamnikar

colleenmkamnikar@gmail.com

© Kelly Chiodi Photography

Memorial Day 2019PG 9
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NEIGHBORLY NOTES:

TALKTOWN Greetings, 
Congrats, & 
Sympathies SYMPATHIES

CONGRATULATIONS
CASSIUS VINCENT DELUZIO

Congratulations are in order for Rita & Vince Deluzio on the arrival of  their first grandson!  Cassius Vin-
cent Deluzio was born on May 3rd, 2019.  His parents are Mark & Stephanie who live in Mt. Washington. 
All of the best to the growing Deluzio families. 

BEN FALK

Congratulations to Ben Falk on the com-
pletion of his Eagle Scout project in 
March. 

Ben built the new communications board 
at the entrance to the Community Park. 
Many hours and planning went into such 
a project. Thank you Ben for adding such 
a great structure to our community.

ANNA MARIA KRANSKE

Congratulations to Maria and Anthony Kranske on the birth of their daughter Anna Maria Kranske on 
April 11th.  Big brothers Pete and Luke love their baby sister so much.

HENRIETTA ASHBY

The communities deepest sympathies to the friends and family of Henriet-
ta Ashby. She passed away on April 1st at the age of 92. Henrietta lived with 
her son Marty and his family on Tech for many years.

ROSE MARIE KUTSENKOW

Former resident Rose Kutsenkow died on May 11th.  She was 90 years old.  She and her husband Mike were 
the first owners of 215 Eton (moved there in 1972).  She was very active with the Arts in Pittsburgh giving 
of her time and assets to the Pittsburgh Opera, Heinz History Center, Pittsburgh PLO, St. Clair Hospital 
and many more. Thoughts and prayers are with Rose’s family and friends. 

MARY ANN HICKS

Community condolences are extended to the Hicks family, formerly of Smith College Lane, on the passing 
of Don’s mother Mary Hick’s on June 10th at the age of 79.

VANESSA ANNE TOMLIN 

Community condolences are extended to Vivienne Gregory and Victoria Gregory on the passing of sister 
Vanessa Anne Tomlin on June 14th. The Gregory family was a prominent presence on Princeton Road and 
many will remember them growing up in Thornburg, with parents Ed and Ann.

BROOKE JAMES SIMELIS 

Welcome to the neighborhood Brooke James Simelis born on  June, 25th. We 
send our best to parents Dan and Julie Simelis and sister Harper. Congrats to all!
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Are you getting email  blasts from the TCC about 
upcoming events and happenings? 

If not, then send us an email  at ThornburgNews@gmail.com. 
Let us know you would like to be added to the group.

MONDAY
Pickle-ball

When: 6:00 p.m. 
Where: Thornburg Park 
            Tennis Courts

Bring your tennis shoes (and 
a paddle if you have one). All 
are invited to come and learn 
and join in. Any questions, 
contact Linda Froehlich
Lfroehlich720@comcast.net

WHAT TO DO IN

THORNBURGWeekly
SUNDAY

Tai Chi 
When:  12:00-1:00 p.m. 
Where: Thornburg Auditorium

Classes are FREE of charge! 
All adults are welcome.

Tai Chi is a slow and gentle 
form of exercise that helps 
people of all ages and skills 
build strength, flexibility and 
balance, while reducing stress 
and improving memory.  

Celia and Mike have over 8 
years of experience in Tai Chi, 
and continue to train under 
Sifu David Slaughter (www.
sifuslaughterscma.com).

TUESDAY
Yoga
When: 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Thornburg Auditorium

• 6 week sessions (with a 
week off in between)

• $50.00 – Due at First Class 
or $10.00 per class - Cash or 
Checks made payable to:  
Ruth Rittenhouse. 

• All skill levels are welcome.

Look for signs (in the commu-
nication boxes) and emails 
for more information and up-
dates.
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Kickball
When: 3:00 p.m. (Kids Play)
    4:00 p.m. (Adults)
Where: Thornburg Park Field

Kickball joins the rooster of 
events. Come to play, 

cheer others on, or just 
enjoy the fresh air and 

sunshine.

Phelps Nursery Gift Cards
Summer is here,  so prepare for 
the blooms and get your lawn 
or garden ready for the heat. 

Plan ahead and purchase gift 
cards through The Thornburg 
Community Club. You can pur-
chase gift cards in $25, $50 or 
$100 denominations to use for 
your purchases at Phelps Nurs-
ery, just 5 minutes from Thorn-
burg on Route 60. The Commu-
nity Club earns $5 for every gift 
card sold. 

Don’t forget these gift cards 
make great gifts for your gar-
den-loving family and friends. 

To purchase your gift cards, 
please contact Suzy Golitko at 
412.922.1125 or sgolitko@veri-
zon.net

Thornburg Wine Club
The latest Thornburg Ladies 
Wine Club event was held on Sat-
urday, June 1th with the featured 
wines and food from the New 
York Finger Lakes.  

If you haven’t yet been to a Wine 
Club event please consider join-
ing. There is no long-term com-
mitment. All you need to do en-
joy some wine tasting along with 
paired foods with friends and 
neighbors. 

The next Wine Club event will 
be this summer at Jackie Haller 
home on Kenyon Road. More 
details and information coming 
soon. You can join the Wine Club 
group on Facebook to see all up-
coming events and discussions. 
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JUNE 2019

COUNCIL NOTES:

Note: Borough Council Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Thornburg School Auditorium. Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.

Greetings All, 

At the Tuesday, June 11th Thornburg Council meeting, two neighbors, Kris Szmul and David Jose volun-
teered to serve and were added to the Planning Commission. They join longstanding Councilperson and 
planning commission member Vince Coppola. Council thanks Kris, David, and Vince for making this important 
contribution to our community. 

With summer upon us and for the benefit of our newer neighbors, we thought it a good time for a refresher 
course on the…

Conservation Park users have mentioned an unusually large seasonal increase in tick bites. A warm and 
wet winter may be the cause, but in any case a word to the wise, take precautions. The CDC suggests wear-
ing permethrin treated clothing, walking in the center of the park’s trails, and using a repellent on skin that 
is 20% or more DEET. Health care providers advise to watch for rashes or flu like symptoms if you’ve been in 
tick areas within the past two to four weeks, and act promptly if symptoms appear. 

Mark Perrott, 
On behalf of Borough Council
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RULES FOR DISPOSAL OF LEAVES, CUTTINGS, AND BRANCHES
Borough pick-ups are Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings for the following: 

-Leaves (by vacuum in October and November)
- Cuttings (no grass clippings at any time)
-Branches

•All items must be in untied bags or in containers with load-
ed weight of no more than 40 pounds.
• Please do not include stones, dirt or animal waste in yard 
debris.
• Branches and limbs of less than 3 inches in diameter must 
be cut in lengths of no more than 4 feet and tied in bundles 
weighing no more than 40 pounds.
• Residents must find another method to dispose of limbs 
larger than 3 inches in diameter.
• The leaf vacuum is used in the fall (October 1st through 
November 30th). Leaves to be vacuumed must be raked and 
piled at the curb.  Leaf piles should NOT include sticks, rocks, 
or other matter. At all other times leaves gathered for pick-
up must be in containers.
• Commercial lawn care companies and tree surgeons are 
responsible for removing from the Borough all offal from 
their work.  Borough employees will not pick up building 
material or tree stumps.  
• Call Rob Murphy, Borough Maintenance Director (412.921.3720) with questions about 
pick-ups.
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Congratulations to the 2019 Graduates - Way to go!

Mareena Shuster, daughter of Mel-
anie and Michael Shuster (231 Tech 
Road) graduated from South Caroli-
na College of Pharmacy - University 
of South Carolina Campus, where she 
earned her Doctorate of Pharmacy 
and graduated Magna Cum Laude. 
She will be furthering her clinical, re-
search, teaching, and professional 
skills as a pharmacy resident at Allegh-
eny General Hospital.

Mareena Shuster -
Liam Pulford graduated from Central 
Catholic High School. While at Central 
he was a member of Honors Choir, 
Viking Ambassadors, My Brothers 
Keeper, and a 3 year Varsity Soccer 
Letterman. Liam will be attending 
Denison University in the Fall. 

Liam Pulford -
Mary Irwin, daughter of Stuart and 
Laura Irwin of 1132 Cornell Road, 
graduated Summa Cum Laude from 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University. Mary was a member 
of Virginia Tech’s University Honors 
Program, Phi Beta Kappa, and the Na-
tional Society of Collegiate Scholars. 
Mary is a 2015 graduate of Montour 
High School. In the fall, Mary will be 
attending medical school at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati.

Mary Irwin -

Enzo Chiodi of Hamilton Road graduated from his home-education program. During high school, Enzo was a dedicat-
ed member of The Pittsburgh Banjo Club, Musicians with a Mission, various musical theater productions and worked 
as part of The Chiodi Trio. He participated in the Deutschtown Music Festival as both performer and volunteer and 
was proud to be chosen to perform with the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust’s Festival of Firsts orchestra. Enzo also did long 
term water chemistry studies with Creek Connections. He spent his Jr. and Sr. years as a dual-enrollment student at 
CCAC where he was on the Dean’s List. He is the recipient of the North Side Leadership Conference’s Frank Rossi Me-
morial Scholarship. 
As a recipient of Youngstown State University’s Presidential Scholarship, Enzo will be part of their honors program 
with plans to double major in Theoretical Physics and Jazz Composition at Dana School of Music.

Enzo Chiodi -

Adrianne Kubiak, from Lehigh Road,  
graduated from Penn State University 
in December with a major in Informa-
tion Sciences & Technology and a dou-
ble minor in Spanish and Communica-
tion Arts & Sciences. During her time 
at school, she was heavily involved 
with the IST Tutoring Program and the 
IST Learning Assistant Program. Addi-
tionally, she integrated herself into the 
PSU rock climbing community. Post graduation, she has been working as an 
IT business analyst for PPG in their Cranberry location. While she doesn’t rock 
climb as much nowadays, she has taken up circus arts (silks, trapeze, hoop) 

Adrianne Kubiak -
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I am deeply moved by the recent email I received from a former resident 
about his memories of George Day. Thank you Dave Honecker for shar-
ing such wonderful memories with our community.

“Dear Talk of the Town,

From time to time I check in with the Talk of the Town.   We now live in 
Milwaukee and I left Thornburg way back in 1975 for a career as a teach-
er in suburban Washington DC.  My parents, Alice and Warren Honecker 
bought the house at 1121 Princeton in 1953 and moved in with my sister 
Mary Jo and I, as a 3 month old.  I was saddened to see in the Talk of the 
Town that Ann Ludwig, Cindy Hill, and George Day had recently passed 
away.  The Ludwig’s came to Princeton Road when I was a bit older and I 
always thought of them as being “cooler” than other parents. Cindy Hill 
will always be “Mrs Hill” in my mind since I grew up with her children and 
Mr. Hill (Jack) was one of my Boy Scout leaders and always supportive of 
me. George Day holds a cherished place in my memories of Thornburg.  I 
have vague memories or his mother Harriet and memories of attending 
his wedding as a little kid.  The Days were two houses away most of my 
childhood and beyond.  I would see Mr. Day when I would visit Elaine 
and Jim Crist after my parent moved to Crafton. He always seemed to 
remember what I was doing in Maryland and remembered talking to my 
Dad about stars and astronomy while walking the dog at night.  He came 
to my both of my parent’s funeral services.  But there is a particular story 
about George Day that I want to relate. 

Mr Day helped with Boy Scout Troop from time to time.  Harry Murphy, 
also of Princeton Road, was our Scout Master.  Mr. Day came with our 
troop on hikes and camping trips.  I have a long cherished memory of 
one of these camping weekends.  It ended up happening on a cool and 
wet weekend.  By the second night many of us were sort of damp, dirty 
and basically miserable.  Mr. Day had a one man sleeping bag  tent shel-
ter combination that many of us found fascinating.  He had set up his 
own little spot away from the groups of boys.  I was walking by in the 
dark that Saturday night going from one camp site to another.   From 
the little dark spot where he had set up, Mr Day quietly said, “Hey Dave, 
come over here a minute.”   He pulled a little plastic container out of his 
back pack and hands me a fork.  “Grace made some pie for me to bring, 
want to share it with me.”   On these camping trips we cooked our own 
meals and they were eatable but not much more.  So the treat of sitting 
on the ground and sharing a piece of real pie was just what a cold, wet 
12 year old needed that night.   We crouched or sat in the woods with 
this little container between us and two plastic forks eating from the 
same container.   That little act of kindness salvaged my weekend and I 
am sure I told my own sons about it dozens of time when we went on 
camping vacations. Maybe it’s a function of my age now, but I am more 
and more convinced that what makes life enjoyable or just endurable at 
times, is the little acts of kindness we can do for each other.   George Day 
was a quiet, soft spoken sort of man, at least in public.  I just thought 
folks in Thornburg might want to hear this old Princeton Road resident’s  
fond memory of my old neighbor.  God Bless George Day.  

 - Dave Honecker”

Remembering Our Neighbor George Day

The date for the Upper Thornburg 
2019 Block Party is set for:

• Saturday,  September 28th

• Time: TBA

Watch for flyer’s 
and emails with 
more details. 

Save the Date

LaPrima Coffee fund-raiser fea-
tures locally roasted coffee avail-
able in many delicious blends.

The price per pound is $12.00. 
You may place your order  
through Gina Caliguire; 
   EMAIL: ajcgmc@gmail.com 
   PHONE: 412.651.0209
   MAIL:1121 Harvard Road

Please specify blend preference:
• LaPrima House
• French Roast
• Columbian
• Ethiopian
• Paulies 
• Whole bean or Ground
• Decaf or Regular

*Monthly delivery can be set up 
by request.

      HELP WANTED
Neighbor looking for a responsible 
individual to shovel snow and other 

odd jobs. Interested please email 
ThornburgNews@gmail.com
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TALK of the TOWN is published by 
the Thornburg Community Club 
to inform Thornburg residents 
and Community Club members 
of Borough news and Community 
activities and events.

Do you have any ideas, sugges-
tions, or articles? Please send 
them to colleenmkamnikar@
gmail.com or ThornburgNews@
gmail.com.

Like & follow us on Face-
book at Thornburg Con-
nects

If you have any questions in re-
gards to the delivery of the TALK 
of the TOWN, please contact:

Eileen Mackin: 
• 412.921.7876 (Paper delivery)
• ThornburgNews@gmail .

com (Electronic delivery)

The following are the due dates 
for article and news submissions 
for the 2019 TOT issues.

• September 17th

• November 19th

Tiny Terrific Thornburg 
Heads Up!!!

The Crafton Food Back is in desperate 
need of clean, recycled grocery bags 
or green newspaper cover bags.

If you have any lying around, 
just toss them in the box on the 

porch of 220 Tech Road.

Neighbors came to share in a spectacular (what felt like a summer) 
night on Saturday, June 8th. It was the perfect evening to share some 
hot dogs, s’mores, and conversation. If you’ve never been to a bonfire 
in the park, please put in on your community bucket list.  There is fun 
to had by all.

Spring Bonfire in the Community Park
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The Thornburg Memorial Library 
is located in the Municipal Build-
ing, 600 Hamilton Road.  The li-
brary is open daily between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., 
corresponding with the hours of 
the Crafton Children’s Corner.   To 
check out books, please fill out the 
library card inside the book and 
place in the box on the desk in the 
library.  This is an “honor system” 
check out and return procedure, 
so please be sure to only keep 
the book for a reasonable period 
of time of three weeks.  If you are 
donating books, leave them in 
a marked bag or box under the 
desk in the Thornburg Library. 
If you would like to have them 
picked up at your home, please 
contact me at the email address 
below.  Any questions, please call 
Janice Coppola 937 8733 or email 
judythecat@verizon.net.   

Spring came to Western Pennsylvania 
with a bang this year! Suddenly the 
blossoms were coloring the neighbor-
hood, calling attention to the change 
in the season and, almost at the same 
time, we found the weeds were vying 
for attention too.

In the park the changes were very 
clear. A clean-up was needed...

On Saturday April 11th two groups set 
out to work. Jeff Leithauser’s tree 
planting crew included Walter, cous-
in Jon Leithauser, with his grandson 
Zachary, Matt, June and Andrea Mi-
chaels, and Andy Falk.

A row of Pine trees were planted for 
Samuel Christy and fruit trees, in the 
orchard area, were donated in mem-
ory of long time resident George Day.

The other park group were the ‘Weed 
Whackers’. They met with the help of 
Gina Caliguire, Bill Cullen, Janice and 
Vinnie Coppola, Susan Kelly, Clive Kim-
blin and Maura Pulford. They contin-
ued their attack on the Japanese Knot 
Weed, annual Hemlock, Poison Ivy, 
Wild Mustard and Japanese Honey-
suckle. Because of all the recent rain it 
was easy to pull up many of the weeds, 
however Bill very successfully used his 
gas weed whacker on the already tall 
Japanese Knotweed. A scythe was 
useful for the Hemlock, and clippers, 
whackers and brute strength were 
used for many other invasive weeds.

As usual the weather was cool and 
damp but as the morning progressed 
the sun appeared and warmed us up. 
A very generous supply of donuts 
were enjoyed by us all and we again 
thank Joan Britten and Mark Perrott 
for their important contribution to the 
successful event.

We will plan another event in the Fall. 
Please consider joining us for this en-
joyable event.

Thank you to everyone.

Judy Kimblin

Environmental Park Clean-up, Spring 2019

Jon Leithauser

Andrea, Julie, and 
Matt Micheals

Jeff, Judy Kimblin and Andy Falk

Only 2 Pieces Left!!!
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Thornburg Pottery Sale
Only two remaining in our inven-
tory. They are quart jars - one co-
balt blue and one hunter green.

New pieces have been ordered 
and will be available in October. 
These pieces make a wonderful 
addition to dining room center-
pieces or kitchen decor. 

To purchase contact Suzy Golit-
ko, sgolitko@verizon.net or 
412.922.1125. 
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Sunday

26th

TH
E

Tough decisions were made this year, as inclem-
ent weather loomed in the area and forced the 
Community Club to postpone the Memorial 
Day festivities. However, this didn’t stop our 
community from supporting the brave men and 
woman for whom Memorial Day is honoring. 

In the auditorium, our speaker Todd De-
Pastino, the Executive Director of Vet-
erans Breakfast Club still came to speak 
about Memorial Day and it’s meaning.

Meanwhile, just down the street on 
Princeton, the kids refused to be defeat-
ed by the rain.  In honor of a local veter-
an, Mr. Michaels (1050 Princeton Road), 
who was unable to attend the parade on 
Hamilton Road, was saluted and praised 
as the grand chairman of the Princ-
eton Mini-Parade. Many youngsters 
came in the All-American spirit we all 
know Thornburg knows how to do 
best. 
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Monday

27th

TH
E

The rains never came but the right decision was made, because Monday turned out 
to be a beautiful day. Everyone there enjoyed the company, food and patriotism. 
Grand Marshall’s Vince and Janice Coppola lead the march down Hamilton Road as 
dozens of little Thornburger’s waved flags and hands to honor the brave. 
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The reigning champions of the Thornburg 
Invitational Tennis Tournament. Congrat-

ulations Thomas P. Gordon and Chris 
Gordon

As the daylight faded, we filled ourselves 
with good food and memories. Thank you 
to all you helped, supported and made this 
day a wonder. God Bless America and the 
people who make it great! Thornburg is 
very special place to live because of them.


