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Hello Thornburg,

It seems that this season has been particularly trying 
in our country, with confronting both a deadly 
virus and systemic racial injustice simultaneously. 
Normally, I would take this opportunity to discuss 
my thoughts and outlook on these topics and their 
relation to Thornburg, however, I think it is my 
time to listen, rather than lead the conversation. 
This month, I have asked our friend and neighbor, 
Paco Mahone, to share his perspective with the 
neighborhood. 

Anne Dimond Molinero,
President, Thornburg  Community Club (TCC)

LETTER FROM PACO MAHONE - There is no easy way to address the turbulent 
climate of our flawed but great nation. As we enter the fourth week of 
civil unrest, as we near the election of 2020, in a year in which, two viruses, 
one relatively new, the novel Coronavirus; while the other, racism and the 
destructive nature of its insidious proliferation, its omnipresence through every 
facet of American life, threatens and exposes how vulnerable, and fragile life 
is. There is something else at the root of all we are witnessing during the time 
of lock down or no lock down, real news or fake news around the coronavirus, 
and whether America’s social contract, its founding documents, and principles 
are whole or broken, excluding some while affording excess and privilege to others. 
Fear is that other thing. 

Fear drove Amy Cooper to weaponize four hundred years of condemnation of the 
black body and black men. That gross display of how quickly, a person of color is 
perceived as a threat, without merit, is the privilege, the power which is ultimately 
expressed by the condemnation and murder of an African-American by police, or 
historically, by lynch mobs, becoming the visceral violence we then see on video 
after video of unarmed men and woman of color, regardless of the validity of their 

alleged crimes, brutalized or killed over. Fear drives 
white nationalists, as we have seen throughout 



Note: Borough Council Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Thornburg School Library. Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.
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COUNCIL NOTES:
Dear neighbors, 

As weather warms and the great outdoors provide a welcome alternative to home-bound hunkering down, 
a reminder about rules for our Hamilton Road Park adjacent to the historic Thornburg School. Dogs are pro-
hibited in the Park at all times. Please enjoy the smoke free and alcohol free playground, basketball court, 
tennis courts, ball field recreation areas, and the Sam Pace Shelter. Man’s best friends are welcomed in our 
Thornburg Conservation Park with an appropriate permit. Thornburg Park dog tags are on sale now for the 
2020-21 season. Please check our website thornburgborough.org, or with Borough Secretary Dorothy Falk 
(thornburg.secretary@gmail.com) for an application. Stay healthy in these challenging times. 

On Tuesday, June 9th Thornburg Council met remotely via “Zoom” for the third consecutive time this year. 
Thanks to editor Kelly Chiodi and ThornburgNews for sharing timely updates of these remote meetings with 
neighbors. It’s likely the next Council meeting will take place “in person” at the Thornburg School in the 
auditorium with masks and social distancing. Council will provide an update via ThornburgNews confirming 
meeting plans for the 7 PM July 14th meeting. 

The Historic Thornburg School Roof restoration project is complete. You may not notice much change ex-
cept for the new gleaming copper flashing and gutters and fresh white paint on the chimneys. Over the past 
month S & N Industries removed all of the existing tiles, replaced any broken tiles, replaced and rebuilt any 
damaged, cracked, and dry-rotted wood (mostly at the roof’s edge), then they re-felted and re-installed the 
original terra cotta tiles. Council is moving ahead to continue its long-term effort to preserve and expand the 
potential of this Community treasure.  

Mark Perrott, 
On behalf of Borough Council
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Our neighbor Mister Red-tailed Hawk 
© Kelly Chiodi Photography
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CHRIS GORDON

The communities deepest sympathies to the  Gordon family of Stanford Road on the 
passing of their son Chris. Chris Gordon passed away on April 30th.

NANCY MCCLUSKEY

Community condolences are extended to Susie Franklin on the passing of her sister Nancy McCluskey on 
April 23rd. The Franklin’s lived on Tech Road for many happy years. 

NEIGHBORLY NOTES:

TALKTOWN Greetings, 
Congrats, & 
Sympathies SYMPATHIES

GREETINGS & CONGRATULATIONS
MADHURI KAUL & JOELEN PASTVA

Welcome to the neighborhood, Madhuri Kaul and Joelen Pastva. The new owners of 218 Tech Road. So 
glad you have decided to make Thornburg your new home. We would also like to congratulate our new 
neighbors as they are ready to welcome a baby girl in August. All of the best to you both.

GEORGE “GEO” R. PESSY

Our deepest condolences to Dan and Heather Pessy on the passing of Dan’s father George Pessy on June 11th.

MARTIN O’TOOLE

We would like to warmly welcome the O’Toole family at 1160 Harvard Road.

RONALD MELFA

It is with heat-felt sadness that we inform the community of the passing of Ronald Melfa, father of Lauren 
Melfa-Catanzarite of Yale Road. Ronald passed away on May 15th after a long and courageous battle with 
cancer. Lauren and Brian you are in our thoughts and prayers during this time of grieving.

LIBERTY PYROS

Community condolences are extended to the Pyros family, on the passing 
of Kyrk’s mother Liberty Pyros on April 8th. My healing and peace find their 
family in this hard time.

RILEY HALLER

We wish to congratulate parents Dave and Jackie Haller (136 Kenyon Road) on the birth of their daughter 
Riley Haller. Congrats to all!

TANK KASHMER

Our thoughts and prayers are with Karen Kashmer on the passing of her beloved dog Tank. Tank was a 
loving, loyal pet and community figure. Many neighbors will miss seeing him walking the streets with his 
brother Jackson.

CELESTE YOUNG

Condolences to the Young Family of Tech Road on the passing of  Darrell’s  mother Celeste Young on June 21st.

GEORGE BALDAUF 

Community condolences are extended to Michelle Pekular, 220 Eton Rd on the passing of her father 
George Baldauf on  April 25, 2020.
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the country in recent years, to take the streets. Fear 
propels racism, homophobia, sexism. Fear killed Trayvon 
Martin, Emmet Till, Breona Taylor, George Floyd. Fear 
makes us believe we need a wall. 

It becomes a curious thing, to unpack what fear is, in a 
nation that seems convinced of its fearlessness. Yet, as 
we stand to look over a precipice into an ever-darkening, 
deepening abyss, the void, amidst a recession, division, it is 
fear that has choked many in this nation. We must unpack 
fear. 

My background is in music and literature, a person of color 
who loves books, the symphony, and American music. 
In these art forms, one can find the wealth of human 
expression, representing the collective brilliance of our 
humanity. I moved to New York City to be a jazz musician. 
During that eight-year odyssey, I was fortunate to call John 
Patitucci, a contemporary bass master, a friend. John’s 
brilliant, beautiful soul, a profoundly spiritual man, left a 
lasting impression on me. One of those impressions is the 
motif, the exposition, the main riff upon which I improvise 
freely in this letter to our community. 

Jazz is unquestionably the most American of musical 
artforms because built within its form are the very 
tenants of our democracy, expressed collectively, equally, 
amongst its players. Ornette Coleman, John Coltrane, 
and Sonny Rollin’s might be the soloist when we listen to 
jazz. Still, the group’s concentrated effort gives the music 
its most significant power. Every musician in a jazz band 
is an individual proving themselves through study and 
hard work and is ready to voice their talent as a means 
to further the collective promise of the group. Color, 
sex, sexual orientation doesn’t matter. Religion doesn’t 
matter. What matters is that the group moves forward, 
together, democratically, E Pluribus Unum, out of many, 
one, a perfect union. 

To gain proficiency in any musical artform, musicians 
develop their ear through ear training, which helps 
to strengthen how the player responds to what he or 
she hears. With a keen ear, and as a great listener, the 
challenges of musical interaction diminish. 

John Patitucci plays bass in one of the last great jazz 
quartets formed by one of the last remaining titans of 
jazz, Wayne Shorter. An extraordinary ensemble whose 
music represents the highest achievement in artistry and 
collective and individual expression I think anyone can 
witness on stage. When I asked John about the initial 
meeting with Wayne and his bandmates, John talked about 
the rules and intent of the ensemble, how Wayne wanted 
the quartet to compose, seemingly limitless, turning the 
music inside and out, always together. John described 
playing with Wayne Shorter as a kind of ear training that 
he called fear-training. To me, twenty-plus-years Patituci’s 
junior, the notion of fear-training was intriguing in many 

ways, encompassing possible philosophical, spiritual, and 
musical discussions. Since my time with John Patitucci, and 
during the last decade of challenges to the stability and 
civility of our nation, I began thinking about fear-training 
as a metaphor, as an idea symbolic of how we live our lives. 

It should be clear here. Resistance, like what we see 
across the globe and in the streets of our nation, isn’t fear. 
Whether you agree or disagree, the crux of resistance is 
love, survival, a cry to be seen, heard, accepted, and not 
ignored. I believe that Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in his 
1933 inaugural address when he famously stated, “the only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself,” was fear-training the 
nation as he called for our country deep in an economic 
uncertainty to resist distrust in government, and despair 
over the challenges America faced at the time. Martin 
Luther King was fear-training America. Those fighting for 
equality, LGBTQ, and Women’s rights are fear-training 
America. 

As a person of color, I don’t fear the police. I resist the 
possibility of their brutalizing my body. I don’t fear racism. 
I oppose the potentiality of racism, in all its heinous forms, 
limiting, suffocating, or breaking my body. Like the art 
that I have spent most of my life performing, reading, 
writing, and composing, my existence always centers 
around resistance. That resistance is never based in fear 
and rooted in a deep love for what we can create when 
walls come down, fear doesn’t rule, and the promise of 
greatness includes all.

It is a great privilege to not live in fear, that place from 
which all our hatred grows, only fearing fear itself. This 
grand metaphor for how one lives their life, fear-training, 
is teachable during this time where so much fear runs 
rampant in our nation. 

Our nation’s healing and reconciliation will come when 
fear doesn’t populate the mind. Fear should be instructive, 
not destructive, like fear-training, always providing a 
way forward, out of what is most frightening. If one is 
actively training their fear, then their love of self widens 
and extends to others. Train your fear because, like Paul 
Atreides, the hero of Frank Herbert’s classic science fiction 
novel Dune, recites, “I must not fear. Fear is the mind-
killer. Fear is the little-death that brings total obliteration. 
I will face my fear. I will permit it to pass over me and 
through me. And when it has gone past I will turn my inner 
eye to see its path. Where the fear has gone there will be 
nothing. Only I will remain.” How many deaths; from the 
small (Amy Cooper’s behavior) and significant (George 
Floyd, the continued scourge and sins of our nation - white 
supremacy, racism, inequality, and police brutality), all 
contributing to the soullessness of America, will it take 
for this country  rid itself of fear and fulfill the promise of 
wholeness, harmony, unity?

-Paco Mahone

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT… CONTINUED
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Are you getting email  blasts from the TCC about 
upcoming events and happenings? 

If not, then send us an email  at ThornburgNews@gmail.
com. Let us know you would like to be added to the group.

MONDAY
Pickle-ball

When: 6:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg Park 
            Tennis Courts

Bring your tennis shoes (and 
a paddle if you have one). All 
are invited to come and learn 
and join in. Any questions, 
contact Linda Froehlich
Lfroehlich720@comcast.net

WHAT TO DO IN

THORNBURGWeekly Thornburg Community 
Club Meetings

 are now on Saturday              
mornings at 8:00 a.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME                  
Extra Help Appreciated

Make a reminder in your calendar 
for July, 18th 2020 and check Face-
book/ e-blasts for summer meet-

ing changes due to COVID.

The Thornburg Memorial Library 
is located in the Municipal 
Building, 600 Hamilton Road.  The 
library is open daily between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., 
corresponding with the hours of 
the Crafton Children’s Corner.   To 
check out books, please fill out the 
library card inside the book and 
place in the box on the desk in the 
library.  This is an “honor system” 
check out and return procedure, 
so please be sure to only keep 
the book for a reasonable period 
of time of three weeks.  If you 
are donating books, leave them 
in a marked bag or box under the 
desk in the Thornburg Library. 
If you would like to have them 
picked up at your home, please 
contact me at the email address 
below.  Any questions, please call 
Janice Coppola 937 8733 or email 
judythecat@verizon.net.   

“I hope your days are Toadally Awesome“ 
© Kelly Chiodi Photography
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AU
G
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When: Sunday, August 30th - 4:00 - 6:00
Where: Thornburg Community Park 

Lots of things have changed recently 
but Thornburg still wants to continue 
our picnic tradition. Join us in the park 
as we safely practice social distancing 
and enjoy the day as neighbors. 
• You are encouraged to wear masks.
• Sanitization stations will be avail-

able.
• The Thompson’s garage will be open.
• Bring blankets and chairs so that we 

can all spread out across the park and playground.
• More details ahead on the meal plan. Watch for e-blasts.
• Here’s to Thornburg Book Sale. Only $25.
• Bake Sale Fundraiser to profit the Community Club.
• Pottery will be on-site for purchase.
• Phelps Gift Cards (increments of $25, $50, and $100).
• & Brewster’s Ice Cream Cart!!!

Thornburg Picnic

All purchases can 
be made electronically 

via Venmo

Let’s enjoy the sunshine and company of our neighbors 
while spreading joy not germs.

SE
PT 26 Thornburg Block Party

The date for the Thornburg 2020 Block Party is set. All of Thornburg is invited! Bring 
a dish to share and a chair. Visit with your neighbors and friends. Watch for flyer’s 
and emails with more details. 

When: Saturday, September 26th

Where: Tech Road 
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3 Election Day Bake Sale & Much More
When: Tuesday, November 3th 7:00 a.m. until the food is gone!
Where: Thornburg School  Auditorium

Stop in and take home some treats after you cast your vote. This 
is our most important fundraiser without it the Community 
Club will be unable to support community events such as: bon-
fires, children’s programs, Memorial Day Picnic and the annual 
President’s Reception. Willing to donate your time and help? Call 
Maura at 412.928.2708

CAST YOUR VOTE AND FILL YOUR TOTE!

• Thornburg Pottery Sale.
• The 2020 Thornburg Holiday Orna-

ments & Note cards: $15 each. All pro-
ceeds will help fund the Thornburg 
Community projects. 

• Annual Holiday Charity.
• Phelps Nursery Gift Certificates: Re-

member they make a great holiday 
gifts for friends and family.

And as always the return of the...

OC
T

Fall Bonfire in the Conservation Park
When: TBD 
Where: Conservation Park

Hayrides • Bonfire • Marshmallows • BYO Chair
If you have never attended the Fall Festival in the park 
then you are missing out. For many years, Jeff Leithaus-
er has installed the most creative scarecrows throughout 
the park for all to enjoy. Bring a snack to share with your 
neighbors (finger food is best) and take the hayride through the park.

Halloween Parade
When: TBD
Where:  At the corner of Cornell and Yale

Ghouls and Goblins of all ages are welcome. Trick or Treat-
ing immediately follows the Parade.

• Electronic payment via Venmo.
• For those who will vote via mail-in bal-

lots or are unable to make the trip to 
the school, there could be a possible 

order on-line and contact-less delivery. 
Stay tuned for more details.

• Here’s to Thornburg Book Sales. 
Only $25!

New this year...

LOOKING AHEAD...
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Congratulations to the 2020 Graduates - Way to go!

Maggie Gallegos, of Princeton 
Road, is a 2020 graduate of the 
University of Dayton. 

Maggie is pursuing employ-
ment in her major, Chemical 
Engineering.

Maggie Gallegos -
Athena Pyros, Graduate of 
Penn State University. Major 
Biology Minor Psychology and 
Rehabilitation Sciences.

Post graduation joining the 
Phoenix Teach for America 
Corp where she will teach mid-
dle school science.

Athena Pyros -
Johanna Tirone, “Bella” is a Montour 
Graduate. A member of  National Honor 
Society and Tri M Music Honor Society. 
Bella plays the flute.  She was the March-
ing Band-Woodwind Captain as well as 
Vice President of the Marching Band. 
She was also an Alinas light scholarship 
recipient. Bella is Penn Sate Bound.  She 
is heading to University Park to pursue a 
degree in English. 

Johanna “Belle” Tirone -

Eric Ashby of Tech Road graduated with highest dis-
tinction from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indi-
ana with a BS in Arts Management and a Minor in Mu-
sic. He was a member of IU’s Hutton Honors Program, 
co-founder of the Tiny Dorm Concert Series and drum-
mer for the Singing Hoosiers. He will begin a dual mas-
ters program in the fall that will include a Masters in 
Arts Administration and Masters in Public Affairs.

Eric Ashby -
Linda Ashby of Tech Road graduated from Bishop 
Canevin High School where she was a member of the 
National Honor Society, St. Ignatius Scholars and sever-
al other school clubs, while also playing on the soccer 
team and figure skating. She will attend the University 
of Pittsburgh in the fall and intends to major in psychol-
ogy and minor in art and music envisioning a career as 
an art or music therapist.

Linda Ashby -
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“Here’s to Thornburg” Books are here!
For those of you lucky Thornburger’s who own 
a copy of the book Here’s to Thornburg, this 
article is not for you. I am reaching out to the 
rest of us (including myself) who don’t have 
the privilege of owning this wonderful piece 
of local history. Well, we are in luck! They 
have arrived!!!

This book written by Alice Crist Christner is full 
of street photos,  charming memories, and 
local history. The TCC is planning to sell this 
gem for only $25 at the Memorial Day Picnic! 
Or you can contact Lorraine Runyon about 
how you can purchase a copy before then. 

ONLY $25 

Summer is here,  so prepare for the blooms and get your lawn 
or garden ready for the heat. Phelps has a wide variety of trees, 
shrubs, flowers, fountains, pottery and stone to help complete 
your dream yard and landscape.

Plan ahead and purchase gift cards through The Thornburg Com-
munity Club. You can purchase gift cards in $25, $50 or $100 denom-
inations to use for your purchases at Phelps Nursery, just 5 minutes 
from Thornburg on Route 60. The Community Club makes $5 for 
every $25 gift card sold. 

Don’t forget these gift cards make great gifts for your 
garden-loving family and friends. 

To purchase your gift cards, please contact Suzy Golitko 
at 412.922.1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net

Sow the most out of your yard with Phelps Nursery

9999

LaPrima Coffee fund-raiser 
features locally roasted coffee 
available in many delicious 
blends.

The price per pound is $12.00. 
You may place your order  
through Gina Caliguire; 
   EMAIL: ajcgmc@gmail.com 
   PHONE: 412.651.0209
   MAIL:1121 Harvard Road

Please specify blend preference:
• LaPrima House
• French Roast
• Columbian
• Ethiopian
• Paulies 
• Whole bean or Ground
• Decaf or Regular

*Monthly delivery can be set up 
by request.

      Help Wanted!!!
Neighbor looking for a responsible 
individual to shovel snow and other 

odd jobs. Interested please email 
ThornburgNews@gmail.com
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Golden anniversary of memorial day 
beer in the Thompson’s garage

Among the many cancellations due 
to Covid-19, the national press has 
overlooked the remarkable Golden 
Anniversary of beer in the Thompson 
garage following the Memorial Day 
parade.  One of your columnists has 
determined that the TOT will not be 
guilty of this oversight.

In  May of 1970, having just purchased the 1142 Dartmouth Road corner 
Frank house from Dave and Lori Humphreys, your columnists and young 
son Reid and annoying dog Mac were sitting on our porch on Memorial 
Weekend Sunday wondering what all the action in front of the school was 
about.   Suddenly, seemingly out of nowhere, three neighbors (including 
Jim Harty) walked through our front lawn carrying a keg of beer, ice and 
tap.   Jim explained that if we had read our deed carefully we would be 
aware that the owner of our new home was responsible for beer in the 
garage on the day of the parade.  As such beverages are not permitted in 
the Park,  our garage is the closest and most natural venue.   Jim said that 
he and his cohorts would cover for us that first year, but from then on the 
task was ours.  

We kept up the beer in our garage tradition for the next 49 years, until 
2020, when Covid-19 caused the  postponement of the event.

This is not to criticize the postponement, as social distancing would have 
enabled only three beer drinkers in the garage with one sitting on the gar-
bage can, another on the bike rack and the third either in the door or under 
the empty antifreeze containers.

In the 70’s and early 80’s the garage was not the palatial two car structure 
you can tour these days.   The structure then was more accurately a 3/4 car 
garage with a distinct 20 degree tilt toward the Dimond house.  One of the 
prime discussion points in those days, usually initiated by Sigo Falk, was 
whether the garage would make it through another year.  Finally, in 1985, 
we sprung for the current two car, cutting edge structure complete with 
remote control (sometimes) door opener, and electric power.

For those readers who have never experienced the beer garage, upon the 
completion of the parade and Memorial Day tributes,  Mayor’s award of 
prizes for various categories of costumes and acknowledgments, the ga-
rage door is raised where the owners of the lot have placed and tapped a 
barrel of cold beer (formerly Genny Cream Ale and now Yuengling lager) 
and a gross of paper beer cups for those so inclined to start the rest of the 
day off right.   During the day neighbors and guests drift in and out for a 
beer and a bit of conversation, often seeing old friends and neighbors for 
the first time since the end of Winter.   Partakers in the garage have a view 
of activities in the park, such as the sweaty children groveling in sawdust 
for pennies, mini-Olympics, tennis tournament, bouncy inflatables and the 

Thompson’s Corner : 
Celebrating 50 years in Thornburg

TALK of the TOWN is published by 
the Thornburg Community Club 
to inform Thornburg residents 
and Community Club members 
of Borough news and Community 
activities and events.

Do you have any ideas, sugges-
tions, or articles? Please send 
them to ThornburgTOT@gmail.
com or ThornburgNews@gmail.
com.

Like & follow us 
on Facebook at             
Thornburg Community 
Club.

Please consider receiving the Talk 
of the Town electronically.  But if 
you have any questions in regards 
to the delivery of the TALK of the 
TOWN, please contact:

Eileen Mackin: 
• 412.921.7876 (Paper delivery)
• ThornburgNews@gmail .

com (Electronic delivery)

2020 due dates for article and 
news submissions are...

• September 16th

• November 18th

Continued on page 11
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Here is what the TCC is work-
ing on for the New Year! Ideas 
are flowing from our energized 
group with such ideas as...

ADULT EDUCATION:

• CPR Training

• Basic Sewing and Knitting

• Citronella Candle Making 

• Adult Beverage Tours - 

• Helicon Brewing in Oakdale 

• Bunko and Bourbon Tour

Stay tuned to email blast for 
current information and details.

GET INVOLVED

Got an idea for a community 
event? Come to a TCC meeting ev-
ery 3rd Saturday of the month a 
present it to the group. Everyone 
is welcome. All ideas are good 
ideas!

What 's New & Upcoming

Community Club Dues are now OVERDUE. Remember dues go towards all events, general 
upkeep of Community wears (i.e. 
tables & chairs) for the Community 
Center, etc.  Please send your $30 to Tony 

Szmul at 222 Tech Road.

DUES

community picnic.  A so-called kitty cup is placed on the table to encourage 
donations to defray the cost of the beer and salted by the owners with a 
few bucks to prime the pump.

In the past sporting events took place, particularly after Wilson Miller sold 
his bumper pool table to the Thompson’s, promising that Tom could part-
ner with Wilson and cover the cost of the table with his winnings  ($15, if 
memory correct).   We have also given thought to using the presence of 
potential customers a bit under the influence to conduct a garage sale of 
various valuables stored in the garage.  We ran this idea by Meg Alarcon 
one year;  Meg assessed the possible inventory and opined that we could 
probably clear $50 or 60 if we sold everything in the garage.

 As day turns to night the crowd thins down to the veteran hard core, who 
often are found sitting studying the flickering shorted out street light for 
entertainment.   Some years the kegs  ran out  prematurely.  When Dan 
Fleck lived here, we would sometimes raid Maggie Mae’s for an emergen-
cy keg, but more likely the owners would empty out the basement fridge 
with abandoned Duquesne Lite and Schlitz Ice cans and contribute strange 
abandoned liqueurs with funny colors from the back of our bar.   Mike Yelich 
observed that the crowd at that hour is within a few drinks of beginning to 
light passed gas.

Not everything went smoothly every year.   One time some of the teenag-
ers (couldn’t have been Thornburg kids) purloined the keg the night before 
and retreated somewhere back by the mines for their own advance party, 
leaving the parade day crowd a bit short.   One former neighbor was known 
to show up with a large empty pitcher of his own, fill it from the garage tap 
and retreat to his own porch for the day.   But, all in all the garage becomes 
a place to catch up with town friends and alums and kick off the summer, 
while trying to avoid tripping over the sleeping Thompson dog of the day.

While many regulars have visited the garage over the half century,  several 
stalwarts stand out.    Wilson Miller was of course a true presence in ear-
ly years.   Mike Yelich was such a part of the day and garage crowd, that 
upon his passing the Yelich family contributed the kegs in memory of Mike.   
Jeff Simons has stepped in for some years to oversee the garage when the 
Thompson’s were drawn out of town for a kid’s graduation or some com-
peting event.

But enough effort to describe.  This Labor Day and future Memorial Days 
stop by at some point and enjoy the fun.  You don’t even have to drink beer 
-- grab a soft drink and munch some popcorn, but, more importantly, chat 
up and greet old friends and neighbors and meet new folks and make new 
friends as we move into the next 50 years.

COLUMNIST ADDENDUM

From the sentimental columnist:   We were looking forward to celebrating 
our 50 years in Thornburg this May, hanging a banner and having a party, 
but…………….     Just glad we made the snap decision to buy in 1970.  We 
have many great memories of our community and many great friends here 
over that time.  We raised four children on the corner, and they all say they 
were very lucky to grow up in Thornburg.

Thank you, Thornburg.  We’re not going anywhere.    JET

Thompson’s Corner - CONTINUED
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Claim Yours Today!

Our inventory for the pottery sale 
is replenished! Lots of brand new 
quart jars, vases, and many more.

These pieces make a wonderful 
addition to dining room 
centerpieces, kitchen decor or 
holiday gifts. 

To purchase contact Suzy 
Golitko, sgolitko@verizon.net or 
412.922.1125.

Brand New Pieces in the Thornburg Pottery Sale

Many thanks to everyone who helped with our social distancing, late 
spring, weed whacking efforts.

Not only was it very nice to see some neighbors but also delightful to 
work outside in the sunshine. We all took our own tools and water but as 
the morning progressed we and the weather became increasingly warm 
and extra water was supplied for us by Lorraine Runyon. Thank you Lor-
raine. And for those with a sweet tooth Joan and Mark have continued 
to supply us with our donuts. Thank you so much.

It has been a wet spring, as we know, and all plant life has grown fast. 
The weeds have thrived with the hemlock being nearly 6 feet in many 
areas! (I must add that at this writing a lot of it has at least doubled in 
size!). Fortunately it also meant that many plants could be easily pulled 
up, roots and all. Of course we tried to remove as many of our usual nox-
ious weeds, the Garlic Mustard, Japanese Honeysuckle, Hemlock (poi-
sonous through-out the plant), stinging nettles, grape and poison ivy.

You may have noticed that I have not mentioned the Japanese Knot 
Weed. If you are a park walker you will have noted a bit of a change to 
the park along the sides and on top of the creek. The Corp of Engineers, 
who are responsible for the maintenance of the creek and it’s banks, 
have undertaken a clean-up. They have dealt with some of the Japanese 
Knot Weed and removed many weeds and trees along its banks. This has 
altered the views greatly and people are slowly absorbing the changes.

Our energies continue to be close to the “meadow”. The large mown 
area so suitable for kids and dogs to run and play on. All the paths, also 
so well maintained by Rob and George, are great for walkers and dogs 
alike. As you stroll around do keep an eye out for all the trees planted 
by Jeff Leithauser and his crew, they are progressing very well. Further-
more, you will notice many newly planted trees in recent weeks. Jeff has 
been very busy and in one area you will see an orchard; for man and 
beast, whoever gets there first. Thank you Jeff from everyone.

We shall be back in the Fall, you may be sure, so do think of joining the 
weed whacking crew. But a big thank you to everyone who came this 
time. Mary Anne Buvens, Bill Cullen, Susan Kelly, Janice and Vince Cop-
pola, Clive Kimblin, Fran and Ric Mathews, Barbara Tunador, Marie and 
Tim Urick.

Environmental Park Clean-up, Spring 2020

The date for the Thornburg 
2020 Block Party is set for:

• When: Saturday,                       
September 26th

• Time: TBA

• Where:           
Tech Road

Watch for flyer’s 
and emails with 
more details. 

Save the Date

Tiny Terrific Thornburg 
Heads Up!!!

The Crafton Food Back is in desperate 
need of clean, recycled grocery bags 
or green newspaper cover bags.

If you have any lying around, 
just toss them in the box on the 

porch of 220 Tech Road.


