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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT…
Hello Neighbors!

Well Thornburgers- what a year this March has been. So much has changed in
such a short amount of time. I hope you are all doing well and staying healthy
both physically and mentally during these crazy times of social distancing. These
last few weeks have been trying, and if you’re anything like me, you gone through
a range of emotions from denial to disbelief, anxiety to fear, and overwhelmed
due to loneliness.
My background is in psychology. Recently I was reading an article about the
emotions people were experiencing during the pandemic. Not too surprisingly to
me, many people seem to be going through the stages of grief:
1. Denial - This virus won’t affect us
2. Anger - I don’t want to stay home!
3. Bargaining - We can social distance for two weeks and then everything
can go back to normal
4. Detachment - I don’t know when this will end
5. And finally, acceptance-This is happening-what is my new normal?
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Recently, David Kessler, an expert on grief, has added a sixth stage-Meaning.
History tells us that what we are experiencing right now is temporary. Hopefully
when this is over, we will find meaning in these dark times, just as we can find
light currently.
Remember Thornburg, together we’ll get through
this. If I can be of any assistance, an ear to listen, a
sarcastic relief, or a lending hand (from six feet away),
please let me know.
“Hope is being able to see, that there is light.
Despite all of the darkness.” -Desmond Tutu
Anne Dimond Molinero,
President, Thornburg
Community Club (TCC)
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See all of Thornburg's
upcoming events on Page 4
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NEIGHBORLY NOTES:

SYMPATHIES
CHRISTINA RITCHIE LOSOS

Greetingss, ,&
Congrathies
Sympat

We are deeply saddened to share the passing of Christina Ritchie Losos.
As a long-time Thornburg resident, she has always been a cherished member of our community. I
feel very lucky to have known her. All of our thoughts and prayers are with her husband
Frank and family.
STAN MICHAELS
Just this week we lost our good neighbor on Princeton Road, Stan Michaels. Stan was a
veteran and a kind soul. He will be missed by so many. Prayers of healing and peace for
his family and friends.

MARCH 2020

COUNCIL NOTES:
Dear Neighbors,
At its regularly scheduled Tuesday, March 10 meeting, Thornburg Council gave a go ahead for S&N Industries
to begin the Thornburg School Roof Restoration project as soon as weather permits. The roof restoration will
entail removing all of the existing tiles, replacing any broken tiles, rebuilding any damaged underlayment, refelting, and then re-installing the original terra cotta tiles. S & N has a 5 month “window” to complete the roof
restoration, but once they begin they expect the project will be completed in about six weeks. The on-going
restoration project will not interrupt any Community or day care activities.
At the Citizen’s Forum neighbor Debbie Hadfield presented a power point presentation titled “Thornburg’s
Garden” that described a proposed Pollinator’s Garden located in the Conservation Park. The envisioned
garden would be planted with native species chosen to generate blooms from spring through late fall, and to
provide shelter and nectar for a number of insects important to this region. Outstanding obstacles to creating
the garden are finding ways to water plants for the first two years, and erecting fencing to protect plants
from the deer. A budget and timeline for this Pollinator’s Garden has not yet been established.
Next month’s council meeting is on Tuesday, April 14th. If the COVID-19 restrictions continue to that
date, we may hold our meeting according to Borough Code Section 1001(c) Telecommunications. That is,
it could be a virtual meeting. Council will work out the details in early April, and update the community via
ThornburgNews.
			

Mark Perrott,
On behalf of Borough Council

2 Note: Borough Council Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the

Thornburg School Auditorium. Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.

LaPrima Coffee fund-raiser
features locally roasted coffee
available in many delicious
blends.
The price per pound is $12.00.
You may place your order
through Gina Caliguire;
EMAIL: ajcgmc@gmail.com
PHONE: 412.651.0209
MAIL:1121 Harvard Road
Please specify blend preference:
• LaPrima House
• French Roast
• Columbian
• Ethiopian
• Paulies
• Whole bean or Ground
• Decaf or Regular
*Monthly delivery can be set up
by request.
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SUNDAY
Tai Chi

When: 11:30 p.m.
Where: Thornburg Auditorium

Tai Chi classes for the winter
will be starting Sunday, January 26th and continue for 10
weeks and are taught by Celia and Mike Bauer (680 Hamilton Road) free of charge
for Thornburg residents. The
class is structured and open
to adults of all ages and skill
levels.

TUESDAY
Yoga

When: 7:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg Auditorium

• $50.00 for 6 week session –
Due at First Class or $10.00
per class - Cash or Checks
made payable to: Ruth
Rittenhouse.
• All skill levels are welcome.
Look for signs (in the
communication boxes) and
emails for more information
and updates.

Tai Chi is a slow and gentle
form of exercise and deep
breathing that helps people
of all ages and skills build
strength, flexibility and balance, while reducing stress
and improving memory. A recent New York Times article citing research
by Harvard Medical School and Beijing University stated that 94.1% of participants in
507 separate studies enjoyed positive effects
from Tai Chi, often seeing significant health
improvements within 12 weeks!
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2019-20 Club Directories
Your due cards for the 2019-20 club
year is inside your directory envelope
or inside the front cover. Dues are
$30. Complete the form with any
changes to your listing along with
your dues. Please make checks
payable to Thornburg Community
Club.
You can mail or drop off your dues
to Tony Szmul at 222 Tech Road. If
dropping off, there is a box marked
TCC on the front porch.
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Celia and Mike have over 9 years of experience in Tai Chi, and continue to train under
instructor Sifu David Slaughter (www.sifuslaughterscma.com).

Are you getting email blasts from the TCC about
upcoming events and happenings?
If not, then send us an email at ThornburgNews@gmail.com.
Let us know you would like to be added to the group.
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Easter Egg Hunt

APR

In light of the COVID-19 outbreak the Easter Egg Hunt has been canceled. We still
would like to see some smiles this Easter so the Thornburg Community Club would
like to invite everyone to participate in an Easter Coloring Project.
See pages 10-12 for the attached coloring pages. You can print these out and let
you and your little ones imaginations and creativity run wild. After you’ve completed the coloring pages place them in your windows/doors for all of the community
to see. Even though we can’t spend Easter celebrations together we can still show
the Easter spirit in our homes and community.
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Thornburg Community Yard Sale

When: Saturday, May 9th (TENTATIVE)
Where: All around Thornburg
More details to follow if we will still be
participating but mark your calendar
and start looking through your closets
on these days we are all couped up at
home. Lots of time for spring cleaning.

COMMUNITY

YARD SALE

SAT

MAY 9TH

THORNBURG

MAY

24 Thornburg Memorial Day Parade and Picnic

44

When: Sunday, May 24th (TENTATIVE)
Where: Thornburg Community Park

Events:
Park Activities- 2:45-4:45 p.m.
Parade- 2:00 p.m. (sharp)
Jumping house, games, and ice cream!
Meet at 1:45 at Hamilton & Smith
Pot Luck Dinner Picnic- 5:00-6:30 p.m.
All kids are welcome to decorate their Music & Merry Making- 6:30-10:00 p.m.
bikes or wagons, and join in on the parade.

2020 Reunion Weekend
Friday

Homecoming Bonfire at the
Thornburg Conservation Park

May 22nd

7PM

We’ll provide the makings for S’mores...
NOTE: Alcohol is not permitted on borough property.

Saturday
May 23rd

Reunion Dinner at Chartiers c.c.
Cash Bar and Barbeque Buffet
Dress: Country Club Casual

6PM

Sunday
May 24th

1PM

See Below for Ticket Information

Annual Memorial Day Parade,
Mini Olympics, Tennis Tournament,
picnic dinner in Thornburg Park

This year’s reunion dinner will be hosted again at Char ers Country Club
on Saturday evening. A Barbeque Buﬀet Dinner is included.
There will be a Cash Bar beginning at 5PM
DETACH HERE

Yes, we’ll be a ending Saturday’s Dinner...
Name:
Number Attending:
Phone:
eMail:
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@ $60/per Person =

Make checks payable to:
Lorraine Laux
544 Azalea Lane, Bridgeville PA 15017

or

Pay using Venmo

@rainy-laux
For More Information Contact Terry Callahan - terencecallahan@comcast.net

Thornburg Bridge Project - Coming 2022
The Thornburg Bridge preservation project will perform important maintenance on the existing structure. The existing bridge deck will be repaired and fully resurfaced utilizing hydrodemolition and a latex modified
concrete overlay. Other work includes: zone painting of beams, barrier
repairs, strip seal replacement, bearing replacement and substructure repairs. Also, the existing traffic signal will be fully replaced on the eastern
side of the bridge. Minimal roadway approach paving will be done along
with ADA curb ramps and other miscellaneous construction. Two lanes of
traffic will be maintained for most of the project, the main exception being
2 to 3 weekend closures required to perform the bridge deck resurfacing.
Construction for this project is slated to begin in the summer of 2022.
Follow this link is to all PENNDOT District 11 Projectswww.penndot.gov/RegionalOffices/district-11/PublicMeetings/Pages/default.aspx

Thornburg Community
Club Meetings
are now on Saturday mornings
at 8:00 a.m. (video conference
until further notice)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Extra Help Appreciated
Mark your calendars today for
the next meetings...
April 18th

Thornburg bridge is the first project listed which has another link for project specific info. This links to a survey to help PENNDOT gather public
input. If you have any questions, feel free to contact, Zachary Kamnikar at
zakamnikar@pa.gov.

“Here’s to Thornburg” Books are here!
For those of you lucky Thornburger’s who own
a copy of the book Here’s to Thornburg, this
article is not for you. I am reaching out to the
rest of us (including myself) who don’t have
the privilege of owning this wonderful piece
of local history. Well, we are in luck! They
have arrived!!!
This book written by Alice Crist Christner is full
of street photos, charming memories, and
local history. The TCC is planning to sell this
gem for only $25 at the Memorial Day Picnic!
Or you can contact Lorraine Runyon about
how you can purchase a copy before then.

ONLY $25
Planting and Cleanup Around Thornburg
The plans to clean and plant our garden areas at the entrances of the community are temporarily postponed.
Suzy Golitko will be in touch with her core group once
orders and health scares start to lift. Please contact Suzy
with any questions or inquires at 412.922.1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net
66

The Thornburg Memorial Library
is located in the Municipal
Building, 600 Hamilton Road. The
library is open daily between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.,
corresponding with the hours of
the Crafton Children’s Corner. To
check out books, please fill out the
library card inside the book and
place in the box on the desk in the
library. This is an “honor system”
check out and return procedure,
so please be sure to only keep
the book for a reasonable period
of time of three weeks. If you
are donating books, leave them
in a marked bag or box under the
desk in the Thornburg Library.
If you would like to have them
picked up at your home, please
contact me at the email address
below. Any questions, please call
Janice Coppola 937 8733 or email
judythecat@verizon.net.

Annual Thornburg Chili Cook-Off

TALK of the TOWN is published by
the Thornburg Community Club
to inform Thornburg residents
and Community Club members
of Borough news and Community
activities and events.
Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles? Please send
them to ThornburgTOT@gmail.
com or ThornburgNews@gmail.
com.
Like & follow us
on
Facebook
at
Thornburg Community
Club.
Please consider receiving the Talk
of the Town electronically. But if
you have any questions in regards
to the delivery of the TALK of the
TOWN, please contact:
Eileen Mackin:
• 412.921.7876 (Paper delivery)
• ThornburgNews@gmail.
com (Electronic delivery)
2020 due dates for article and
news submissions are...
• June 17 th
• September 16 th
• November 18 th

Help Wanted!!!
Neighbor looking for a responsible
individual to shovel snow and other
odd jobs. Interested please email
ThornburgNews@gmail.com
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The 2020 Chili Cook Off was such a fun and wonderful way to enjoy good
neighbors and hot chili. Every chili that was entered was note-worthy
and delicious. From ground beef to chunky beef, from spicy to sweet to
savory, and even a green chili there was a something for everyone.
It definitely couldn’t
have been an easy
job with this line up
of cooks! This years
panel of judges included Mayor Tom
Mackin, George Kipilo, and Anne Dimond.
Congratulations are
extended to the following winners...
1. Janice Coppola,
2. Paco Mahone,
3. Zachary Kamnikar
Brian Catanzarite and
Paco Mahone tied for
the Crowd Favorite!
Other participants included Kris Szmul and
David Jose
Well done all and
thanks for the awesome Chili!

Calling at Graduating Seniors

Are you graduating this year or know someone who is graduating? Submit a
photo and future plans to the Talk of the Town. Everyone in the neighborhood
enjoys hearing wonderful/happy news especially during this stressful and uncertain time. Brag about yourself or someone else’s accomplishments. Email
ThornburgTOT@gmail.com by June 15th.

Thornburg Crime Watch Alerts
The Crafton Police Department took a report on this date of a
suspicious male attempting to solicit business. The male was
described as a white male in his 40s, stocky build and light
eyes. The male came to a Rodgers Ave. address and approached the
resident about doing a paving job. The male stated that he was doing
work at a neighbor’s residence and that he would have extra material. The resident declined the offer and the male left the area in a white
or light colored truck. This is a common scam and it typically becomes
more prevalant once the weather breaks and paving companies come
out in full force. The best advice for incidents like this is to decline the
offer and only let companies that you contact or a friend and/or family
member refers to you.
Please also use caution if and when you receive phone calls, emails,
text messages or other messages through social media apps regarding
the COVID-19 outbreak. The police department has already taken reports of what are believed to be scams. Please look into the charity prior
to donating. Feel free to contact the police department with any questions.
With the recent lifestyle changes that are upon us the police department is asking residents to use common sense and remain patient and
calm. As always please report any suspicious activity to the police department immediately so that it can be investigated and individuals can
possibly be identified. Please look out for neighbors and check in on
your elderly family members and neighbors.
• PLEASE REMEMBER TO LOCK YOUR VEHICLE(S) AND RESIDENCES
ALL OF THE TIME.
• RESIDENTS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO
CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY UPON OBSERVING A
SUSPICIOUS PERSON OR SOMETHING THAT
APPEARS TO BE SUSPICIOUS.
• IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING
(Please call 911 immediately, not later)
•

Remember if it seems too good to be true. It
probably is.

Brand New Pieces in the Thornburg Pottery Sale
Our inventory for the pottery sale
is replenished! Lots of brand new
quart jars, vases, and many more.
These pieces make a wonderful
addition to dining room
centerpieces, kitchen decor or
holiday gifts.
To purchase contact Suzy
Golitko, sgolitko@verizon.net or
412.922.1125.
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Claim You
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Today!

Tiny Terrific Thornburg
Heads Up!!!
The Crafton Food Back is in desperate
need of clean, recycled grocery bags
or green newspaper cover bags.
If you have any lying around,
just toss them in the box on the
porch of 220 Tech Road.

Phelps Nursery Gift Cards

Winter is here, but that doesn’t
mean your lawn or garden plans
are on hold.
Plan ahead and purchase gift
cards through The Thornburg
Community Club. You can purchase gift cards in $25, $50 or
$100 denominations to use for
your purchases at Phelps Nursery, just 5 minutes from Thornburg on Route 60. The Community Club earns $5 for every $25
gift card sold.
Don’t forget these gift cards
make great gifts for your garden-loving family and friends.
To purchase your gift cards,
please contact Suzy Golitko at
412.922.1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net

The Thornburg Community Club and COVID-19
What's New & Upcoming
Here is what the TCC is working on for the New Year! Ideas
are flowing from our energized
group with such ideas as...
ADULT EDUCATION:
• CPR Training
• Basic Sewing and Knitting
• Citronella Candle Making
• Adult Beverage Tours • Helicon Brewing in Oakdale
- Summer 2020
• Bunko and Bourbon Tour
Stay tuned to email blast for
current information and details.
GET INVOLVED
Got an idea for a community
event? Come to a TCC meeting every 3rd Saturday of the month a
present it to the group. Everyone
is welcome. All ideas are good
ideas!

The TCC while unable to meet and work in person is committed to bringing you all of the news (good and bad) from our community. Kelly Chodi is
working tirelessly to bring you the email blasts on a weekly basis so that you
have all of the most up to date information on events and changes within
the community.
Also, several individuals in our community have offered their help those who
can’t leave their homes due to illness or fear of exposure to the COVID-19
virus. Here is a list of those willing to help run errands or other odds and
ends. Thank you to all who have offered their help during this time of need.
Julie Simelis
Lorraine Runyon
Jacqueline Schmidt
Chris & Sarah Higgins

Harvard
Princeton
Tech
Tech

(404)933-0407
(412)922-0586
(412)480-1875
(412)609-3209

Meg Alarcon
Cindy Kroneberg
Janice Vanderslice
Coppola
Katie Wentz
Mariann Winning
Bertocchi
Lindsey Segu
Maura Fallon Pulford
Molly Lewis
Ruthie Mackin
Lauren Catanzarite
Kim Minyard
Kelly Chiodi
Mike and Celia Bauer

Dartmouth (412)979-2878
Princeton (412)656-3004
Hamilton (412)937-8733

jemurphy7@gmail.com
mesa@mesa-cad.com
schmidt2423@gmail.com
chris.higgins1@gmail.com
sjthrower@yahoo.com
meg.alarcon@comcast.net
jeffkroneberg@gmail.com
judythecat@verizon.net

Cornell
(412)716-4530 ktlau27@gmail.com
Hamilton (412)398-4892 mewinn01@yahoo.com
Harvard

(412)951-9499
(412)298-4828
Tech
(412)418-3039
Harvard (412)-417-6390
Yale
(412)770-5370
Harvard (412)491-6573
Hamilton (412)-977-8439
Hamilton 412-612-0821
412-498-4454

lindseysegu@gmail.com
mefallon2@verizon.net
mollyrose@mac.com
rmackin2407@comcast.net
lauren.catanzarite@gmail.com
kimberlytornabene@gmail.com
kelly@chiodifamily.com
mbauer224@gmail.com
cbauer224@gmail.com

I would like to leave all of you this issue with a kind and uplifting quote to let
you know there is always light ...
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“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news,
my Mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will
always find people who are helping’.” - Mister Rogers
I hope that the next issue of the Talk of the Town is full of happy and delightful news. In the meantime, please stay safe and healthy.
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