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UPCOMING 
Borough Council Meetings - 7:00 p.m. in the Library• Monday, December 10• Monday, January 14• Monday, February 11• Monday, March 11

Borough Council Notes
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT…

Over the last few weeks, Pittsburgh has come face-to-face with 
darkness, both literally as we approach the winter solstice, and 
figuratively as we mourn and heal with our friends and neighbors 
in the aftermath of the tragedy at Tree of Life synagogue.  But we 
know there is light on the other side.  As neighbors and friends, 
we can be a light to each other in the same way that we light our 
houses and yards in the spirit of the holiday season.  

The idea of luminaries is centuries old, originating in Asia, brought 
to the New World by the Spanish, and now primarily associated 
with Christmas Eve.  It’s a tradition that Thornburg has kept for 
decades, prompting people from other neighborhoods to drive 
through the neighborhood every December 24th. Our streets be-
come literal paths of light in a beautiful demonstration of commu-
nity.  I’ve written at length about how kind, friendly, and generous 
Thornburgers are.  As you light your luminaries this year, take a 
moment to reflect about how you can be the light in someone’s 
life.  Because only light can drive out the darkness and let love in.

Lauren Melfa Catanzarite  
President, Thornburg Community Club (TCC)

See all of Thornburg's 
upcoming events on Page 4

Published November 2018
Editor: Colleen Kamnikar

colleenmkamnikar@gmail.com

© Kelly Chiodi Photography
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NEIGHBORLY NOTES:

TALKTOWN Greetings, 
Congrats, & 
Sympathies 

Thornburg Council met for its regularly scheduled meeting Monday, November 12th. 

ANNUAL BUDGET:

Council reviewed the draft budget for 2019 that will be voted on at its December 11th meeting. 

LITTLE SCHOOL:

For the past two years Council has pursued ways to maximize heating and cooling efficiency of the 
Little School, and pro-actively address long standing and recurring maintenance concerns, while pre-
serving every bit of the charm of this community treasure. This is the first step in protecting this Com-
munity asset by first restoring and preserving the building’s “envelope”; roof, walls, and windows.

To that end Architect Jerry Morosco presented his recent comprehensive assessment of the Little 
School roof. His inspection shows severe deterioration of the original felt underlayment, which over 
the years has led to a number of failures leading to leaks.  And by the nature of the original roof 
construction, over the years ice dams at the roof’s edge have caused leaks leading to soffit and fas-
cia damage. Architect Morosco also discussed options for the addition of solar panels or for future 
geo-thermal heating and cooling.  Council will continue to investigate these options. Immediately 
Council began the process of preparing bid specifications for the roof’s restoration including com-
plete tile removal, adding new underlayment, and reusing all of the existing historic roof tiles. 

Mark Perrott, on behalf of Borough Council

Note: Borough Council Meetings are held the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Thornburg 
School Auditorium. Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.

NOVEMBER 2018

COUNCIL NOTES:
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CONGRATULATIONS:

DAVID HOLLANDER -

David Hollander, son of Tom and the late Barbara Stone Hollander of Har-
vard Road, was inducted into the Sewickley Academy Arts Hall of Fame on October 5, 2018. David, a former 
playwright, is a television writer, producer and director in Hollywood. Congratulations, job well done!

NEMETH FAMILY - 
• Mary Claire Nemeth, (former 1132 Lehigh Rd resident) is teaching art at Phillips Exeter Academy in 

New Hampshire. She received her MFA in May from Indiana University in Bloomington. 
• Michael Nemeth, has joined her in New England. Petty Officer Nemeth is stationed at South West 

Harbor (Maine) as a culinary specialist with the US Coast Guard. 

Congratulations to the Nemeth Family on all of the wonderful success and service. 
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Are you getting email blasts from the TCC about upcom-
ing events and happenings? 

If not, then send us an email  at ThornburgNews@gmail.
com. Let us know you would like to be added to the group.

MONDAY

Pickleball
When: 6:00 p.m. 
Where: Thornburg Park 
            Tennis Courts

SUNDAY

Tai Chi 
When:  11:30 -12:30 p.m. 
Where: Thornburg Community 
Building (lower level)

Classes are FREE of charge! 
All adults are welcome.

No Classes on Dec 16th

2018-19 Club Directories
Just a reminder, The TCC directo-
ries have been delivered. If you 
haven’t received yours please con-
tact Suzy Golitko at 412.922.1125 or 
sgolitko@verizon.net

Your due cards for the 2018-19 club 
year is inside your directory enve-
lope or inside the front cover. Dues 
are $30. Complete the form with any 
changes to your listing along with 
your dues. Please make checks pay-
able to Thornburg Community Club. 

You can mail or drop off your dues 
to Tony Szmul at 222 Tech Road. If 
dropping off, there is a box marked 
TCC on the front porch.

Corrections to 2018-19 Directory: 

Page 9: Crist - address correction 
32 Heckel Road

Page 10: Dinert phone 412-708-8957

Page 13: Grasso, Mike & Mary 
Anne; phone 412-498-3143; 
maryanne.buvens@gmail.
com; mg0201@aol.com; 
children Hope

Page 20: Pecora, Gerald & Katie

Page 24: Thompson, Alan & Mar-
sha, zvt123@earthlink.net, 
children Elise MacGlaughlin

WHAT TO DO IN

THORNBURGWeekly

COMING SOON  Yoga Classes 
New in 2019, Yoga is coming to 
Thornburg. Start you’re New 
Year’s with a healthy, active lifestyle. Watch email blasts for more 
information and details.
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8 The Children’s Holiday Party

Crafts, snacks, Santa and  
LOTS of holiday magic.

When: Saturday, December 8th    

             11:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg School   
               Auditorium

16

24

15 Chris Fennimore visit for Adult Education

Chris Fennimore of QED will be visiting Thornburg for an Adult Ed 
evening. Those interested in attending will make recipes from his 
latest book, Simple Pleasures, to serve and enjoy. Chris will speak, 
hold a Q&A, and sign books, too.  You can purchase his new cook-
book on Amazon.com (Search Simple Pleasures).

When: Friday, March 15th  6:00-9:00 p.m.   

Where: Thornburg School Auditorium

When: Sunday, December 16th

             10:00 - 12:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg School Auditorium

High Schoolers Needed to Carry 
& Deliver Boxes to Street Captains. 

When: Monday, December 24th   (Orders due by December 12th). 

             6:00 pm (weather permitting)

Luminaria order forms will be delivered by street captains in early 
December. Please look for the forms around your front doors as 
they cannot be put into mailboxes. Last year, we all enjoyed a 
wonderful night and Thornburg just glowed until the wee hours of 
the morning. Let’s continue the tradition. Kits will be $15.

Luminaria Orders and Lighting

Luminary Kit Building

44
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TALK of the TOWN is published by 
the Thornburg Community Club 
to inform Thornburg residents 
and Community Club members 
of Borough news and Community 
activities and events.

Do you have any ideas, sugges-
tions, or articles? Please send 
them to colleenmkamnikar@
gmail.com or ThornburgNews@
gmail.com.

Like & follow us on Face-
book at Thornburg Con-
nects

If you have any questions in re-
gards to the delivery of the TALK 
of the TOWN, please contact:

Eileen Mackin: 
• 412.921.7876 (Paper delivery)
• ThornburgNews@gmail .

com (Electronic delivery)

The following are the due dates 
for article and news submissions 
for the 2018-2019 TOT issues.

• January 17th

• March 14th

• June 13th

The 20th Columbus Day Italian Dinner
Celebrating their 20th year hosting 
the Thornburg Columbus Day Din-
ner, Vince and Janice Coppola are 
never in short supply of great food 
and good friends. They received 
“The Silver Fork” Award for their 
continued community spirit and ev-
er-nourishing generosity.

Thank you Coppola’s for your 
servizio alla comunità.

Photo credit: Kelly Chiodi

The turn out for this years Upper 
Thornburg Block Party on Septem-
ber 29th, 2018 was great. So nice to 
see so many neighbors. 

Here’s a  photos of the delicious 
cake before it was devoured by 
the hungry group of Thornburgers. 
YUMMY! Hope to see everyone 
next year.

Upper Thornburg 2018 Block Party
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Thornburg Military 
Banner Program

Our military banners will be 
going up again for Veterans Day.          

If you would like to order a 
banner, please go to our website 
to download an application and 

return to Rita Deluzio ASAP.

http://troopbanners.com/Thornburg

Fall Festival in Conservation Park
Another fantastic year for the Fall Festival. Even though the park was mud-
dy and wet, everyone who attended filled up on good food, sweet treats, a 
warm fire, community catching up, and the most spectacular scarecrows. 

Thank you to everyone who help organize and contribute, especially Jeff 
Leithauser, whose scarecrows make this event so special! What will he 
come up with next year?
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Tiny Terrific Thornburg 
Heads Up!!!

The Crafton Food Back is in desperate 
need of clean, recycled grocery bags 
or green newspaper cover bags.

If you have any lying around, 
just toss them in the box on the 

porch of 220 Tech Road.

Thank you!
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Fall Weed Whacking- October 20, 2018
Thornburg’s weed whacking crew are a hardy group. 
They’ve proven themselves on many occasions when 
they have set out in weather that began by being cold, 
drab and rainy. However, once more, the group found 
that hard work, perseverance and our neighbors kept our 
spirits high until the sun began to shine.

Building on the previous years experiences the old and 
dying Japanese Knot Weed was whacked to the ground. 
This year led most vigorously by Scouts from troop 148 in 
Ingram, under the leadership of John McDonnell from Le-
high Road.

Other neighbors also helped to whack the knot weed 
whilst another group effort was spent in removing as 
much of the annual hemlock as possible. This most attrac-
tive, but thoroughly poisonous, feathery plant, reaches a 
height of over 6 feet and has multiple flower heads with 
even more seeds. Animals know not to eat it and the seeds 
are left to germinate freely. But, we were fortunate that 
many seedlings could be pulled out with ease because of 
the recent rain. In the large area that was cleared we plan 
to grow grass which, in time, will give the appearance of a 
meadow surrounded by trees. The other old favorite inva-
sive weeds that were tackled and removed included the 
Japanese Honeysuckles, with their red non nutritious ber-
ries as well as small garlic mustard plants. Additionally, the 
roots and thick stems of wild grape vine were found to be 
choking a number of trees and volunteers used saws and 
clippers to reduce their future growth.

It has been our good fortune to be able to start and end 
our gathering with water, coffee and donuts, generous-
ly supplied by Joan Britten and Mark Perrott. From us all, 
thank you.

The Boy Scouts who supported us were: Aaron Ebner, 
Jason Ditzenberger, Johnathon Heath, Kevin Mikush, Cul-
len O’Donnell and John O’Donnell.

Our community members included: Gina Caliguire, Brian 
Catanzarite, Vinnie Coppola, Jean Falk, Susan Kelly, Clive 
Kimblin, Barbara Tunador, Marie Urick and Tim Urick.

I hope you have had an opportunity to take a walk in the 
park. It has been looking very beautiful with its fall colors. 
Furthermore, I have been told that a bald eagle has been 
seen flying around too. However, it is quite usual to see 
hawks, geese and other migrating birds at any time and, 
together with our many deer and foxes, the conservation 
park has much to offer us all for exercise and beauty.

Thank you so much for all your hard work. I hope we can 
all meet in the park again next Spring! - Judy Kimblin

Tim Urick 

Jean Falk

Boy Scouts: Jason Ditzen-
berger, Cullen and John 
O’Donnell

Barbara Tunador
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Spring cleaning 
is year-round 
and it means return your library 
books or make used or new book 
donations! For donations, please 
leave books in a marked bag or 
box under the desk in the Thorn-
burg Library. Any returned books 
can be left on top of the desk. If 
you would like to have donations 
picked up at your home, please 
contact me at the email address 
below. 

The Thornburg Memorial Library 
is located in the Municipal Build-
ing, 600 Hamilton Road. The li-
brary is open daily between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., 
corresponding with the hours of 
the Crafton Children’s Corner. To 
check out books, please fill out 
the library card inside the book 
and place in the box on the desk 
in the library. This is an “honor 
system” check out and return 
procedure, so please be sure 
to only keep the book for a rea-
sonable period of time of three 
weeks.   Any questions, please 
call Janice Coppola 412.937.8733 
or email judythecat@verizon.net
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Women’s “Wine-Down” Club
The first meeting for the Women’s Wine Club 
was held  in October, sipping a wonderful 
cranberry sangria, the group ironed out a few 
rules and details:

1. Wine club will be bi-monthly beginning in 
January 2019

2. Dues are $30/member bi-monthly. Dues cover 1 
case of wine with 3-5 different varieties of wine and 
catering

3. Any extra money will go to a ‘Summer Party Pot’. A big summer party 
where spouses and children are welcome. Target month of July.

4. All regular meetings-no children

5. Hostess chooses the theme and must inform members of animals in 
the household so people with allergies can take their Zyrtek

6. Outside guests are, generally, not allowed. Exceptions can be made 
with approval by the hostess of the month. Guests must pay as well.

7. No repeat hosting until all members have hosted

8. As a general rule, wine club will be the 3rd weekend of each planned 
month unless a holiday conflicts or too many members can’t make 
that weekend.

Julie Simelis will be hosting the first wine club at her home January 26th 
with a French theme. Bring your berets and plan for some delicious pas-
tries and smooth reds! 

 If interested in attending/joining the club, 
please contact Julie before the 26th. (1179 Har-
vard Road), jemurphy7@gmail.com. 

Interested in a piece of Thorn-
burg pottery? There are only  a 
few pieces remaining in our in-
ventory. 

The two pieces in hunter green 
are a quart jar with rounded up-
per lip and small bowl. 

In cobalt blue, a quart jar with 
rounded upper lip and quart 
salt cellar. 

These pieces make a wonder 
addition to your holiday center-
pieces or kitchen decor. 

To purchase contact Suzy Golit-
ko, sgolitko@verizon.net or 
412.922.1125. 

Only 4 Pieces Left!!!
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Here is what the TCC is working 
on for the New Year!

KICKBALL

Kickball Sea-
son starts in 
the spring. 
Early eve-
ning games 
will be offered for 
children and adults on the base-
ball fields in the park. 

This will be a great way to burn 
off some extra energy, enjoy the 
spring nights and mingle with 
your neighbors. Watch for email 
blasts and the next edition of the 
TOT for more details and how 
you can get involved. 

CHILI COOK-OFF

Want to beat the winter cold? 
Hold a chili cook-off. Dust off 

those chili recipes 
and give your 

taste buds a 
whirl. More 

information 
to come. 
Watch for 
e-blasts.

GET INVOLVED

Got an idea for a community 
event? Come to a TCC meeting 
every 3rd Sunday of the month a 
present it to the group. Everyone 
is welcome. 

What 's New 
& Upcoming

Thornburg Pottery Sale
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Thornburg’s 2018 Halloween Parade

The Halloween Parade this year, while 
wet, had a great turnout for the sweet 
seekers. Everyone from Harry Potter to 
Wonder Woman made an appearance. 

Thank you to Maria DeNunzio Kranske 
and everyone else who made the Hal-
loween Parade safe and fun. 

Appalachia Clothing &
Dry Goods Drive

Electronic readers it’s not too 
late to make a contribution to 
the Appalachia Clothing and 
Dry Goods Drive. Drop off dead-
line, is November 26th.

Please leave your items on the 
front porches of Eileen Mackin’s  
home on 1124 Cornell Road or 
or Mary Grogan at 235 Tech by 
Monday, November 26th. All 
(small) household items and 
clothing are welcome... just no 
electronics, please.

Thank you for your genorsity!

Leaf Pickup
The leaves are 
everywhere and 
leaf pick-Up is keeping Thorn-
burg’s maintenance crew very 
busy. 

A reminder that the leaves 
must be on the road where 
the hose can reach them and 
there should be no sticks, rocks 
or other debris as it may dam-
age the hose. Call Rob Murphy, 
Borough Maintenance Director 
(412.921.3720) with questions 
about pick-ups.

9
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2018 Thornburg Christmas Ornament
The Thornburg Community Club is selling the 2018 
Christmas Ornaments for $15 each. 

The design this year is Snowman with Thornburg 2018 
engraved onto each lovely ornament. Decorate your 
holidays with this local novelty.

Please contact to order:

  Cindy Kroneberg at 412.920.0340 or jeffkroneberg@gmail.com
  Lorraine Runyon at 412.922.0586 or mesa@mesa-cad.com

Get Ready for Winter with Phelps Nursery 
Winter is on it way, but that doesn’t mean your lawn or 
garden plans are on hold. 

Plan ahead and purchase gift cards through The Thorn-
burg Community Club. You can purchase gift cards in 
$25, $50 or $100 denominations to use for your purchases at 
Phelps Nursery, just 5 minutes from Thornburg on Route 60. The 
Community Club earns $5 for every gift card sold. 

Phelps still has a wide variety of perennials, trees and shrubs. Along 
with pots, planters, fountains, garden gnomes, bird baths and stat-
uary.

Don’t forget these gift cards make great gifts for your 
family and friends. 

To purchase your gift cards, please contact Suzy Golitko 
at 412.922.1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net

2018 Election Day Bake Sale & Fundraiser

As always, Thornburg 
made their votes count and 

shared some tasty treats together 
on Election Day. A big thank you to 
everyone who worked, baked, and 
bought goodies at the Election Day 
Bake Sale. A super-special thank you 
to Meg Alarcon and Maura Pulford 
who did another fantastic job in mak-
ing it all happen and run smoothly. 
Our total funds raised were $1,975!!

I just wanted to take a little mo-
ment to thank everyone who 
commented, left a message or 
caught me in person for all of the 
kind words, and especially ways 
to improve the new Talk of Town. 

I have had such a wonderful time 
putting together our community 
newsletter and hope that I will 
continue to have your support 
and kind words. I will strive to do 
my very best to make sure the 
newsletter is timely, profession-
al and full of warmth and charm, 
complimenting our lovely town.

Best regards, 

Colleen Kamnikar

A Word from 
the Editor

10
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Coppola & Chiodi Trio Concert 
It doesn’t have “Annual” in its 
name yet, but after the Novem-
ber 10th Concert for Thornburg 
produced by Janice Coppola and 
the presentation of Facade at 
the same time last year, I sure am 
hoping that might be the case.

First the sad news: Those who at-
tended this year’s show were giv-
en a bit of a jolt when we found 
out that the night’s intended 
program couldn’t go on because 
Steve Leonard, violinist for the 
quintet, had gone for a walk that 
morning and suffered cardiac ar-
rest. Very sadly, he passed away. 
You can imagine the shock, but 
Janice decided she’d rather be 
playing that night in his honor 
than mourning at home.

Now the better report: Janice 
asked The Chiodi Trio to fill in the 
space by performing with her on 
several of her klezmer compositions and recruited her husband, Vince, to 
share the stage with his clarinet and play a Telemann Canonic Sonata and 
a Mozart Duet. Both sets were exquisite and personable, and the talent 
displayed, all the more appreciated by the audience. 

The planned part of the program then started with the Chiodi’s perform-
ing 3 original pieces by Enzo, a few of their trad jazz standards, and then 
thrilled to play again with Janice on a few. 

The show was sure to be a thrill and showcase from the day it was imag-
ined, but this cold and windy Saturday night also turned out to be a lovely 
diversion from the harshness of life.

LaPrima Coffee fund-raiser fea-
tures locally roasted coffee avail-
able in many delicious blends.

The price per pound is $12.00. You 
may place your order  through 
Gina Caliguire; 
   EMAIL: ajcgmc@gmail.com 
   PHONE: 412.651.0209
   MAIL:1121 Harvard Road

Please specify blend preference:
• LaPrima House
• French Roast
• Columbian
• Ethiopian
• Paulies 
• Whole bean or Ground
• Decaf or Regular

*Monthly delivery can be set up 
by request.

Thornburg Community 
Club Meetings

Sunday, December 16th       
7:00 p.m. in the Library

ALL ARE WELCOME               
Extra Help Appreciated

All TCC meetings will be held on 
the 3rd Sunday of every month. 

Mark your calendars today!!!
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS  

From all of us involved in the Thornburg Community Club 

Keep a warm heart, 
and spread joy and kindness 

around you everyday. 
See you in the New Year!


