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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT…
Hello Neighbors!

It’s dusk on Christmas Eve, and though the sun is going down, a new light begins 
emerging in Thornburg. Luminarias-candles twinkling in paper bags-create a dazzling 
light show, and thus begins my all-time favorite Thornburg tradition. Driving through 
the neighborhood after spending the evening with our families, it feels like being in 
an enchanted place-the feeling almost magical of every house coming together to 
participate in this event. To this day, the first thing I do on Christmas morning is peek 
out my window to see how many candles survived the night.

Debate about the origins of luminarias continue, with roots credited to Spain, 
Mexico, and Southwest Native Americans. Originally small bonfires, they were used 
to light the holy family’s way to shelter or to pay respect to the spirits. Others link 
the tradition to the Jewish celebration of Hanukkah, when the container of oil lasted 
eight days instead of one. Many cultures historically have celebrated holidays around 
this time using traditional symbols of fire and light, representing light over darkness. 
Throughout history, lights have been used to guide, warn, save, and celebrate.

The timing of the luminary also coincidentally coincides with literally the darkest time 
of year. Winter solstice marks the day of the year with the fewest hours of daylight. 
The time of year when psychologically we are looking to others for warmth and 
comfort. This season, I am challenging myself to be a luminary-a body that gives light, 
or a person that inspires others. Already, our neighborhood has shown what it is 
capable of in this area by far surpassing our expectations 
in our collection of donations for Foster Love Project. 
So, thank you to all of you for keeping the holiday spirit 
alive. When we act as a collective force, we make quite 
the impact. Let’s all be a spark of light in the coming year.

Wishing you all a very happy and healthy holiday season. 
See you next year!

Anne Dimond Molinero
President, Thornburg Community Club (TCC)

See all of Thornburg's 
upcoming events on Page 4

2019 Halloween 
Parade recapPG 10
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NEIGHBORLY NOTES:

TALKTOWN Greetings, 
Congrats, & 
Sympathies SYMPATHIES

DOLORES PERRI

We are so sorry to report the passing of Dolores Perri, mother of Joe Perri 
(on 258 Tech Road) Dolores died on November 1. Our deepest condolences 
to the Perri family. You’re in our thoughts and prayers. 
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NOVEMBER 2019

COUNCIL NOTES:

Note: Borough Council Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Thornburg School Auditorium. Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.

Dear Neighbors,

THORNBURG SCHOOL RESTORATION

   For the past three years Council has pursued ways to maximize heating and cooling efficiency of the Little 
School, and proactively address long standing and recurring maintenance concerns, while preserving every 
bit of the charm of this community jewel.  The first step in protecting this Community asset is restoring and 
preserving the building’s original terra cotta roof. To this end Council voted to accept a roof restoration and 
replacement proposal from S & N industries. Work is scheduled to begin this spring.  The project is expected 
to take 4 to 6 weeks and will not disrupt access to our community treasure. 

SIDEWALK SUCCESS

Responding to concerns about some potentially dangerous conditions, in the spring of 2018 Thornburg 
Council initiated a borough-wide survey of all sidewalks in our community.  Results of that survey were sent 
to affected homeowners, along with drawings that identified cracked, broken, or raised sidewalk slabs or 
defective areas that required remediation. At our November meeting Councilperson Zane Long reported a 
100% success rate in remediating these conditions.  Thanks to all. 

 TRASH and RECYCLING in the NEW YEAR

Beginning on January 1st 2020 Valley Waste Service will take over responsibility for Thornburg’s trash removal 
and recycling.  There’s no change to the Friday pick up day and for the every other week recycling. But, please 
note; The first Valley Waste Service recycling date is Saturday January 4th (one day later because of the 
Holiday). Our current contractor, Waste Management’s last recycling pick up will be Saturday, December 28 
(one day later because of the Christmas holiday). So, at the start-up there will be recycling two weeks in a row. 
Valley Waste will be sending a letter to every household outlining trash pick-up procedures, guidelines for 
recyclables, and noting any holiday one-day pick-up delays. Leaves and Christmas tree removal will continue 
to be handled by Thornburg Public Works. 

Mark Perrott, 
On behalf of Borough Council
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Are you getting email  blasts from the TCC about 
upcoming events and happenings? 

If not, then send us an email  at ThornburgNews@gmail.com. 
Let us know you would like to be added to the group.

2019-20 Club Directories
Your due cards for the 2019-20 club 
year is inside your directory envelope 
or inside the front cover. Dues are 
$30. Complete the form with any 
changes to your listing along with 
your dues. Please make checks 
payable to Thornburg Community 
Club. 

You can mail or drop off your dues 
to Tony Szmul at 222 Tech Road. If 
dropping off, there is a box marked 
TCC on the front porch.

LaPrima Coffee fund-raiser 
features locally roasted coffee 
available in many delicious 
blends.

The price per pound is $12.00. 
You may place your order  
through Gina Caliguire; 
   EMAIL: ajcgmc@gmail.com 
   PHONE: 412.651.0209
   MAIL:1121 Harvard Road

Please specify blend preference:
• LaPrima House
• French Roast
• Columbian
• Ethiopian
• Paulies 
• Whole bean or Ground
• Decaf or Regular

*Monthly delivery can be set up 
by request.

WHAT TO DO IN

THORNBURGWeekly
SUNDAY

Tai Chi 
When:  1:00 p.m. 
Where: Thornburg Auditorium

Classes are FREE of charge! 
All adults are welcome.

Tai Chi is a slow and gentle 
form of exercise that helps 
people of all ages and skills 
build strength, flexibility and 
balance, while reducing stress 
and improving memory.  

Celia and Mike have over 8 
years of experience in Tai Chi, 
and continue to train under 
Sifu David Slaughter (www.
sifuslaughterscma.com).

TUESDAY
Yoga
When: 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Thornburg Auditorium

• $50.00 for 6 week session – 
Due at First Class or $10.00 
per class - Cash or Checks 
made payable to:  Ruth 
Rittenhouse. 

• All skill levels are welcome.

Look for signs (in the 
communication boxes) and 
emails for more information 
and updates.
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DE
C
14The Children’s Holiday Party

Crafts, snacks, Santa and  
LOTS of holiday magic.

When: Saturday, December 14th    

             11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg School   
               Auditorium

15
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Recycling 101

JA
N

30
 The TCC has invited a speaker from the Pennsylvania 
Resources Council to explain and discuss what does 
and doesn’t go into the recycling bin (and why). 
Making all of doubts about recycling disappear along 
with our trash. $10 per family to attend.

When: Thursday, January 30th  7:00 p.m.   

Where: Thornburg School Auditorium

When: Sunday, December 15th

             10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg School Auditorium

High Schoolers Needed to Carry 
& Deliver Boxes to Street Captains. 

When: Tuesday, December 24th   (Orders due by December 11th). 

             6:00 pm (weather permitting)

Luminaria order forms will be delivered by street captains in early 
December. Please look for the forms around your front doors as 
they cannot be put into mailboxes. Last year, we all enjoyed a 
wonderful night and Thornburg just glowed until the wee hours of 
the morning. Let’s continue the tradition. Kits will be $15.

Luminaria Orders and Lighting

Luminary Kit Building
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2019 Election Day Bake Sale & Fundraiser

As always, Thornburg 
made their votes count and 

shared some tasty treats together 
on Election Day. A big thank you to 
everyone who worked, baked, and 
bought goodies at the Election Day 
Bake Sale. A super-special thank you to 
Meg Alarcon and Maura Pulford who 
did another fantastic job in making it 
all happen and run smoothly. Our total 
funds raised were $1,802!!

FE
B

22 Chili Cook-off

Thornburg Chili Cook-off is a great way to beat 
the winter dull drums and get a your fill of all different kinds 
of chili. We still plan on inviting to our neighbors in Rosslyn 
Farms, so it should be a fun socializing opportunity. We will start collecting 
the names of the chefs who want to throw their toque into the tournament. 
Contact Brian Catanzarite at brian.catanzarite@gmail.com to enter.

When: Saturday, February 22nd  4:00-6:00 p.m.   

Where: Thornburg School Auditorium

The Thornburg Community Club 
is selling the 2019 Christmas 
Ornaments for $15 each. 

The design this year is 3D Heart 
adorn with Santa Claus with 
Thornburg 2019 engraved onto 
each lovely ornament. 

Please contact to buy:

  Cindy Kroneberg at 412.920.0340 
or jeffkroneberg@gmail.com
  Lorraine Runyon at 412.922.0586 
or mesa@mesa-cad.com

2019 Thornburg 
Christmas Ornament

“Here’s to Thornburg” Reprints Underway
For those of you lucky Thornburger’s who own 
a copy of the book Here’s to Thornburg, this 
article is not for you. I am reaching out to the 
rest of us (including myself) who don’t have 
the privilege of owning this wonderful piece 
of local history. Well, we are in luck!

Lorraine Runyon has been working with a 
local printer to have new hard cover copies 
made for all to have. This book written by 
Alice Crist  Christney is full of street photos,  
charming memories, and local history. The 
TCC is planning to sell this gem for only $25! 
Projected sale at the Memorial Day Picnic. 
Stay tuned for updates. 
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The Thornburg Memorial Library 
is located in the Municipal 
Building, 600 Hamilton Road.  The 
library is open daily between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., 
corresponding with the hours of 
the Crafton Children’s Corner.   To 
check out books, please fill out the 
library card inside the book and 
place in the box on the desk in the 
library.  This is an “honor system” 
check out and return procedure, 
so please be sure to only keep 
the book for a reasonable period 
of time of three weeks.  If you 
are donating books, leave them 
in a marked bag or box under the 
desk in the Thornburg Library. 
If you would like to have them 
picked up at your home, please 
contact me at the email address 
below.  Any questions, please call 
Janice Coppola 937 8733 or email 
judythecat@verizon.net.   

The 21st Annual Columbus Day Dinner 
Our Annual Columbus Day Dinner came 
early to Thornburg this year, bumped 
on the calendar only by an even longer 
standing tradition of a production by the 
Thornburg Village Players. But, it wasn’t 
difficult to get into the spirit of the day 
once we found ourselves in the midst of 
the feast and all of its aromatic and visual 
treats. 

The day of celebration was early, but as 
I write this now, Thanksgiving is nearly 

upon us, so it’s difficult not to think of it in those terms. I can’t imagine a 
better descriptor of that day, for those of us lucky enough to partake, than 
as a day to be thankful for. 

The event began when our gracious hosts, Vince and Janice Coppola, turned 
the attention away from themselves as they reminded the crowd for and 
thanked Joan Britten and Mark Perrott for the service award they presented 
at last year’s dinner and then to introduce new neighbors to everyone. 
It continued with its usual yet extraordinary tour of gustatory delights, 
including overflowing and photogenic antipasti boards; wedding soup that 
tasted like home and roasted red pepper soup that tasted like summer; 
comforting yet gourmet chicken 
and pasta (fun shape!) in white 
sauce and a red lasagna, and 
for the brave-gutted among us: 
tripe. As if that wasn’t enough, 
there was a dessert table that 
could have been an event all on 
its own… pignola cookies, earl 
gray chocolate cake, 2 tortes, 
cheesecake and gelato scooped 
and served personally to each 
guest by Vince himself. All of this, 
and a toast of thanks by Judy 
Thompson, in a room delightfully 
decorated and prepared for every 
need.

As we sit with our families this 
Thanksgiving, and we’re tallying 
our lists of things to be thankful 
for, I know I won’t be alone 
in counting our tiny, terrific 
Thornburg, all of its unique and 
amazing events generally, this 
amazing 21st Annual Columbus 
Day in particular, and most of all, 
the neighbors who make them 
happen and show up to enjoy.

Thornburg Community 
Club Meetings

 are now on Saturday mornings!       
8:00 a.m. in the Library

ALL ARE WELCOME                  
Extra Help Appreciated

Mark your calendars today for 
the next meetings...

December 14th

January 18th
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The Village Players Present “Drop Dead”
We heard it was going to be funny, but 
that was beyond hilarious! Kudos all 
around to The Thornburg Village Players 
under the direction of Vince Coppola 
in their production of Drop Dead in 
October. All four days of performances 
were top level, and as someone who 
saw every one of them (I am mom to 
two of the actors, after all), I can tell you 
I found new lines or facial expressions to 
laugh at in each show. 

Because the humor depended quite 
extensively on things going wrong (in 
just the right way), I was left amazed 
at the timing and stunts performed by 
our neighbors. Despite seeing one of my 
sons slapped and thrown and the other 
choked and lifted by his lapel a foot off 
the stage, I laughed through the whole 
show!... and I’m still working some of 
the lines into daily dialogue… (I’m sure 
most everyone who saw it was saying, 
“The Snooooowwww” during last 
week’s winter weather.) The dialogue 
was quick and snappy, and the story held the signature inside-Thornburg 
jokes and nods that we all have come to love from the TVP. 

Perfectly cast, both on stage and in the stage crew, expertly performed, 
and energetically presented, I’m still aglow for having seen Drop Dead.

Here is what the TCC is work-
ing on for the New Year! Ideas 
are flowing from our energized 
group with such ideas as...

ADULT EDUCATION:

• CPR Training

• Basic Sewing and Knitting

• Citronella Candle Making 

• Brewery Tours - 

• Helicon Brewing in Oakdale 
- Spring or Summer 2020

• Return of the Community 
Yard Sale - Spring 2020

Stay tuned to email blast for 
current information and details.

GET INVOLVED

Got an idea for a community 
event? Come to a TCC meeting ev-
ery 3rd Saturday of the month a 
present it to the group. Everyone 
is welcome. All ideas are good 
ideas!

What 's New & Upcoming

      Help Wanted!!!
Neighbor looking for a responsible 
individual to shovel snow and other 

odd jobs. Interested please email 
ThornburgNews@gmail.com
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Characters:
Chaz Looney – Nico Chiodi, Candy Apples – Missy Dow,  Brent Reynolds – Jerry 
Datillo,  Dick Coppola – Bill Cullen, Mona Monet – Lorraine Runyon, Victor Le 
Pewe – Vince Coppola, P.G. “Piggy” Banks – Jim Mitchell, Phillip – Enzo Chiodi, 
Constance Crawford – MaryAnn Aug, Alabama Miller – Bob Bertocchi

Director – Vince Coppola Crew:
Sound – Celia Bauer & Janice Coppola
Lights – Sashi Segu & Ken Grada
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Claim Yours Today!

Fall Clean-up in the Thornburg Environmental Park
Thankfully our Saturday (October 19th) for the “weed whacking” proved to be 
quite warm and sunny. With recent heavy frosts we would not have been so 
keen to work outside for several hours!

Jeff Leithauser had chosen the same day as we to erect many of his scarecrow 
figures which are not only very clever, and imaginative, but also intriguingly and 
beautifully made. They were all up in time for the Bonfire Night and we were 
happy to be adding to the park’s activities on that particular Saturday.

As you have read previously progress can be seen where our clean up crew 
work. Now we are moving further on and managing to cut down some of 
the larger Japanese Honeysuckles. Many of these bushes were bearing their 
bright red berries on that Saturday, so enticing to the birds, but filled with no 
sustenance, only water. Eating these berries cause migrating birds to have to 
stop and feed again soon afterwards. Birds need great energy for their long 
migration south and these honeysuckle berries cannot give that to them.

It is always a pleasure to see returning faces on these “weed whacking” 
occasions as well as meeting new workers. The boy scout troop in Crafton, led 
by John O’Donnell, likes to attend also and we appreciate their hard work and 
enthusiasm.

Everyone is welcome, even if they cannot commit to more than half an hour! 
The pleasure of meeting neighbors and friends and learning a little of our local 
flora and fauna is very worthwhile. It helps us appreciate further how fortunate 
we are to be living in Thornburg.

I would like to thank everyone who was able to attend, I know that others had 
prior commitments and we hope that next spring we can be together.

Thank you: Gina Caliguire; Brian Catanzarite; Janice and Vinnie Coppola; Susan 
Kelly; Clive Kimblin;

Boy Scouts, Benjamin, Johnathon and Robert Engel; and Aiden and John O’Donnell.

Vincent Van Gogh is reputed to have said, ‘Great things are done by small things 
brought together’. In the spring consider bringing your children to work along 
side you, and know that Van Gogh would approve. Just ask yourself, does Van 
Gogh mean smaller working people or, do small tasks achieved add up to bigger 
achievements?

Thanks for the laughs and camaraderie!

Thornburg Wine Club
The latest Thornburg Ladies 
Wine Club event was held on Sat-
urday, November 2nd at Lauren  
Catanzarite’s home. She gave 
us a theme of comfort. Picture 
sweat pants and warm delicious 
food paired with great wine and 
good friends.

If you haven’t yet been to a 
Wine Club event please consider 
joining. There is no long-term 
commitment. All you need to do 
enjoy some wine tasting along 
with paired foods with friends 
and neighbors. 

The next Wine Club event will be 
in January at Lindsey Segu’s home 
on Harvard Road. More details 
and information coming soon. 
You can join the Wine Club group 
on Facebook to see all upcoming 
events and discussions. 

Our inventory for the pottery sale 
is replenished! Lots of brand new 
quart jars, vases, and many more.

These pieces make a wonderful 
addition to dining room 
centerpieces, kitchen decor or 
holiday gifts. 

To purchase contact Suzy 
Golitko, sgolitko@verizon.net or 
412.922.1125.

Brand New Pieces in the Thornburg Pottery Sale
Thornburg Military 
Banner Program

Our military banners are on 
display from Veterans Day. If 

you would like to order a banner 
for next years celebration, 
please go to our website to 

download an application and 
return to Rita Deluzio.

http://troopbanners.com/Thornburg



Fall Festival in the Environmental Park
Another fantastic year for the Fall Festival. The night was filled with good 
food, sweet treats, festive crafts, cozy hayrides, a warm fire, community 
catching up, and the most spectacular “scarecrows”. 

Thank you to everyone who help organize and contribute, especially Jeff 
Leithauser, whose scarecrows make this event so special! What will he 
come up with next year?
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Foster the 
Love - 

2019 TCC Donation Drive
Deadline for donating gift cards 
to the Foster the Love projects 

are due by December 1st.

Get your items to the porch of 
Marie Urick at 1128 Princeton or 

Lorraine Runyon at 1120 Princeton.

If you didn’t get to the bake sale, 
but would still like to participate, 
you can buy a gift card to Target, 
TJ Maxx, or Wal-Mart and drop 
them off to Maria or Lorraine. 

Thank you for your generosity!

Community Club Dues are now OVERDUE. Remember dues go towards all events, general 
upkeep of Community wears (i.e. 
tables & chairs) for the Community 
Center, etc.  Please send your $30 to Tony 

Szmul at 222 Tech Road.

DUES
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Thornburg’s 2019 Halloween Parade

The Halloween Parade this year, 
while cold, had a great turnout for 
the sweet seekers. Everyone from 
Super Mario to Bo Peep made an 
appearance. 

Our first year back in Upper 
Thornburg proved to be a welcomed 
event. Many community members 
made mention of “how nice it was 

Tiny Terrific Thornburg 
Heads Up!!!

The Crafton Food Back is in desperate 
need of clean, recycled grocery bags 
or green newspaper cover bags.

If you have any lying around, 
just toss them in the box on the 

porch of 220 Tech Road.

to have it here this year”. For 
future reference, we will be 
alternating locations, so next 
year will be back on Cornell 
Road, then in 2021 back to 
Harvard and so on and so 
forth.

Thank you to the TCC’s 
Children’s Committee for their 
wonderful work and everyone 
else who made the Halloween 
Parade safe and fun, including 
the Crafton Police and EMS. 

Leaf Pickup
The leaves are 
e v e r y w h e r e 
and leaf pick-Up is keeping 
Thornburg’s maintenance crew 
very busy. 

A reminder that the leaves 
must be on the road where the 
hose can reach them and there 
should be no sticks, rocks or 
other debris as it may damage 
the hose. Call Rob Murphy, 
Borough Maintenance Director 
(412.921.3720) with questions 
about pick-ups.
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TALK of the TOWN is published by 
the Thornburg Community Club 
to inform Thornburg residents 
and Community Club members 
of Borough news and Community 
activities and events.

Do you have any ideas, sugges-
tions, or articles? Please send 
them to colleenmkamnikar@
gmail.com or ThornburgNews@
gmail.com.

Like & follow us on 
Facebook at Thornburg 
Community Club.

Please consider receiving the Talk 
of the Town electronically.  But if 
you have any questions in regards 
to the delivery of the TALK of the 
TOWN, please contact:

Eileen Mackin: 
• 412.921.7876 (Paper delivery)
• ThornburgNews@gmail .

com (Electronic delivery)

2020 due dates for article and 
news submissions are...

• January 15th

• March 18th

• June 17th

• September 16th

• November 18th

Get Ready for the Holidays with Phelps Nursery
Winter is almost here, but that doesn’t mean your lawn or garden 
plans are on hold. 

The Thornburg Community Club has a great idea to get you started 
on holiday festive decorating. These gift cards make great gifts for 
friends and family. You can purchase gift cards in $25, $50 or $100 
denominations to use for your purchases at Phelps Nursery, just 5 
minutes from Thornburg on Route 60. The Community Club earns $5 
for every gift card sold.

Phelps still has a wide variety of perennials, trees and shrubs. Along 
with pots, planters, fountains, garden gnomes, bird baths and 
statuary.

To purchase your gift cards, please contact 
Suzy Golitko at 412.922.1125 or 
sgolitko@verizon.net.
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Veterans Luncheon for Working Warrior
Our neighbor, Dick Sullivan, a US Marine Corp veteran and 
Representative for the Working Warrior Foundation, would like 
to invite all of his neighbors, veterans and non-vets alike, to the 
upcoming Veteran Appreciation Luncheon. 

These lunches will take place at St. Malachy Church Social Hall in 
Kennedy Township.  Watch for email blasts for up to date times 
and speakers. 

• Veterans and 1 guest are welcome free of charge

• Non-Vets are welcome with a $10 donation at the door

These luncheons are a wonderful way to support local veterans, if 
you would like to attend, or have any questions, please call Dick at 
412-921-2799

For more information on the project, please visit https://www.
workingwarriorfoundation.org/about
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS  

From all of us involved in the Thornburg Community Club 
Keep a warm heart, and spread joy and kindness 
around you everyday. See you in the New Year!


