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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT…
Hello Thornburg,

My youngest, Meira, was born the day before Thanksgiving 5 years ago. Her
birthday this year is once again, the day before Thanksgiving. And though this
year may not be quite as memorable for me, it certainly will be one to remember for vastly different reasons. It seems as though 2020 has been a particularly rough year for everyone that I know. Whether it be job, family, or health
related, it seems that we have all been hit hard. And these difficulties have felt
compounded by the isolation of the pandemic.
As I was reading the other day, I came upon this quote from Voltaire: “Life
is a shipwreck, but we must not forget to sing in the lifeboats.” Some days
in between working and homeschooling, and just life in general, it is hard to
remember to have this attitude, but I think Thanksgiving season is a good time
to pause and remember how many things there are to still be grateful for. And
though our gatherings may look different this year, our sacrifices today will
hopefully allow us to be thankful together next year.
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A few weeks ago, I was feeling particularly stressed, and decided to decorate my house for Christmas. Yes, in early November. Normally, this would be
against my ‘must wait until at least the day after Thanksgiving to move on to
Christmas’ rule, but even Jason couldn’t argue with me this year. The tree is up,
and carols have been playing nonstop. Did you know that evergreens were
popular for winter decor in many countries because it
was believed that they would keep away witches, ghosts,
evil spirits, and illness? I figure a little extra protection this
year couldn’t hurt. So to you all I say, do what you have
to do to get through this year. We will make it-we’re
almost there! Hang in there, and don’t forget to sing along
the way, even if it is off key.
From my house to yours, I wish you all a safe and healthy
holiday season. Stay well, neighbors.
Anne Dimond Molinero,
President, Thornburg
Community Club (TCC)
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COUNCIL NOTES:
Dear Neighbors,
APPRECIATION
Thornburg Council thanks the Community Club and Thornburg News editor Kelly Chiodi for sharing
timely news with our community. Over the summer months Council moved its meeting location out of
doors as a COVID precaution. Each month editor Chiodi provided same day updates to neighbors to
keep them aware of meeting changes. Thank you Kelly.
COUNCIL MEETINGS IN TRANSITION
On October 12th, Thornburg Council met briefly at The Sam Pace Shelter illuminated by flashlight and
fireflies then moved indoors to the historic Thornburg School Auditorium, where it met again for the
November meeting. Council meetings will continue to be held in the auditorium through Spring 2021,
or until an effective vaccine is universally available, and Library gatherings are safe. But if this situation
does not improve, and the virus becomes more pervasive in Western Pennsylvania, council may go back
to virtual meetings or hybrid meetings combining in person with virtual meetings. Meetings start at 7:00
on the second Tuesday of each month. Masks are mandatory for all attendees, and chairs will be set up
to keep everyone 6 feet apart.
OUR GREEN CANOPY
Earlier this Summer Duquesne Light hired an arborist to visit Thornburg to assess trees near their
transmission wires, and then recommend tree trimming or removal. You may have seen the blue and
yellow dots on trees scattered throughout our community on both our streets right-of-way and on
private property. Yellow spray paint dots indicate trim, blue dots indicate removal, and pink ribbon signifies a tree for re-evaluation. At a prior meeting residents came to Council to present their concerns
regarding this potential loss of trees Borough wide. In early October a group of Council members and
neighbors toured the Borough accompanied by Duquesne Light representatives and the tree removal
and trimming contractor. After the tour Councilperson Vincent Coppola reported that a number of decisions about tree removal have been rescinded and many trees previously slated for removal will now
be trimmed instead.
But, Vinnie says it best. “Many Thornburg residents assume that nothing can be done to save their
trees from overzealous removal. This is not true! Duquesne Light representatives were very receptive
to scaling down their tree removal program in light of Borough concerns. But the Borough has no jurisdiction over trees on private property. So, all residents who want to save trees on their property must
contact Duquesne Light and object. (Call DLC’s Customer Care line at 412-393-7100) If any Thornburg
resident arranges a meeting to object to tree removal on their property, a member of the council committee will try to be present with you to help with your private objections.”
Please email Councilperson Coppola directly to ask for support. (vcoppola@pribanic.com)
RECYCLING IN THE BOROUGH
Valley Waste representatives Joe Orlich and Mike Aey spoke about on-going recycling issues in the
Borough and answered questions from neighbors and Council members. Recycling is in a constant state
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NEIGHBORLY NOTES:

SYMPATHIES

JUDY TAYLOR
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Simelis family (1179 Harvard Road),
after the passing of Julie’s mother Judy Taylor of on September 30th. May
healing and peace find their family in this most difficult time.

Greetingss, ,&
Congrathies
Sympat

MARILYN FONTES JOSE
We are so very sorry to report the passing of Marilyn Fontes Jose, mother of David Jose (1117 Harvard Road)
Marilyn died on November 16th. Our deepest condolences to the Jose family. You’re in our thoughts and
prayers.

COUNCIL NOTES CONTINUED:
of flux with different materials moving in and out the recycling pipeline in response to a variety of economic conditions. Currently Valley Waste accepts #1, #2, and #5 plastics, preferably double washed, and
paper and cardboard, including pizza boxes. Absolutely no plastic bags, they gum up the material conveyor systems. Valley cannot recycle glass. If green, clear, or amber glass is included in your recycling bin it
will be collected and re-purposed, not recycled. Certain types of glass cannot be placed in your recycling
container and should be thrown in your trash: Pyrex, drinking glasses, ceramic, crystal, light bulbs, mirrors, and broken glass. Residential recycling guidelines are available on their website: valleywasteservice.
com/recycling. And for the recycling curious Valley offers tours of their Mars recycling facility, call 724625-1511.
The PRC/Thornburg Glass recycling bin arrived and left. Reports from those who dared peek inside the
blue bins reported success. Council discussed holding future recycling events and agreed they might benefit by partnering with a few nearby neighborhoods.
NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY
Council has asked that Crafton Police give special attention to speeders in our community. Speeding
cars present a special danger on our quiet residential streets especially on weekday mornings and late
afternoons. Please take special care.
MASTER PLAN
Thornburg Council engaged The Design Alliance to create a Master Plan for our Community Center and
to explore options for re-imagining the Hamilton Road Park playground. The Master Plan will envision
future uses for our Community Center and provide a road map for implementation. Council formed two
informal steering committees that include a mix of neighbors and Councilpersons to work with Design
Alliance during the ongoing review and final planning. Work on the Master Plan will begin immediately
and is projected to take eight to ten weeks.
Mark Perrott,

On behalf of Borough Council
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12 Santa Claus is Coming to Town

When: Saturday, December 12th (Rain Date December 13th)
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Where: Through the streets of Thornburg
Although we need to be distanced, Santa still wants to see all of the good boys
and girls of Thornburg. That’s why he is going to make a special trip through
town to wave from his fancy Convertible and see all of children. Join us on your
lawn or porches to greet Santa himself!

24 Luminaria Orders and Lighting

DEC

When: Thursday, December 24th (Orders due by December 10th).
6:00 pm (weather permitting)
Luminary order forms will be delivered by street captains in early December. Please
look for the forms around your front doors as they cannot be put into mailboxes.
All deliveries will contact-less for everyones safety. Last year, we all enjoyed a
wonderful night and Thornburg just glowed until the wee hours of the morning.
Let’s continue the tradition. Kits will be $15. Orders can be made by check or Venmo
(@TCC-Acount). Please remember to memo/comment what you are paying for.

2020 Election Day Bake Sale & Fundraiser
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Just like every big election year
Thornburg made their votes count and shared
some tasty treats, soups, soaps, and breads
together on Election Day. A big thank you to
everyone who worked, baked, and bought
goodies at the Election Day Bake Sale. A superspecial thank you to Meg Alarcon and Heather
Pessey who did a fantastic job in making it all
happen and run smoothly. Our total funds
raised were $ 1,637!!

Thornburg Community
Club Meetings
are now on Saturday
mornings at 9:00 a.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME
Extra Help Appreciated
Mark your calendar for
December, 19th and check
Facebook/ e-blasts for the zoom
link to attend.

Fall “Weed Whackers”
Environmental Park Clean-Up.

October 24, 2020 - It’s not been unusual for the weed whacking team
to start their efforts on cold mornings. We therefore always dress in
layers. However, true to form, this October we removed some layers
and ended up working in sunshine. And, this year, on each occasion we
have been socially distanced.
The Thornburg Memorial Library
is located in the Municipal
Building, 600 Hamilton Road. The
library is open daily between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.,
corresponding with the hours of
the Crafton Children’s Corner, or
you can make an appointment.
To check out books, please fill
out the library card inside the
book and place in the box on
the desk in the library. This is an
“honor system” check out and
return procedure, so please be
sure to only keep the book for
a reasonable period of time of
three weeks. The library is only
accepting donations of hardcover
children’s books. Please do not
drop off anything that would not
be acceptable in a children’s library
or books that are softbound and/
or damaged. If you are donating
books, leave them in a marked
bag or box under the desk in the
Thornburg Library and please
include name or donor. If you
would like to have them picked
up at your home, please contact
me at judythecat@verizon.net.
Any questions, please call Janice
Coppola 735-5973.

Nevertheless, this has not detracted from the progress we have made
or the pleasures we feel from seeing our neighbors and working to
improve Thornburg’s “gem”.
Those who enjoyed a few hours together on 10/24/20 were:
Gina Caliguire, Janice and Vince Coppola, Kelly Chiodi, Bill Cullen, Clive
Kimblin, Judy Thompson, Henry Grefenstette and Rainy Laux.
Our doughnut crew, Joan Britten and Mark Perrott didn’t disappoint
either!
Others who frequently work in the park are: Sigo Falk, Jeff Leithauser
(who plants and cares for young trees) and Sam Runyon with Jethro.
Thank you everyone,
Judy Kimblin.

Vince Coppola

Kelly Chiodi
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Henry Grefenstette and Rainy Laux

Halloween Trick or Treat in Thornburg
Halloween this year was slightly different and distanced then any usual year
but Thornburg still showed up (as always) to support, show generosity and
creativity. All of the little ones who took part in Trick or Treating went home
will full candy bags, alongside loads of memories and laughs.
On behalf of the many families that participated during Trick or Treat. I would
like to personally thank all of the houses that made the evening so special for
our youngest communities members. Such kindness and generosity fills our
hearts with joy and appreciation.
Since many community members were unable to attend or see the young
Halloweeners, the TCC would like to give you a glimpse of a few of the costumes this year. The winners of the Halloween costume contest are showcased below. Categories included Best Family, Best Boy, Best Girl & Best Pet.

Phelps Nursery Gift Cards
Winter is here, so let’s think
about holiday gifts for those
garden enthusiasts in our lives

Plan ahead and purchase gift
cards through The Thornburg
Community Club. You can purchase gift cards in $25, $50 or
$100 denominations to use for
your purchases at Phelps Nursery, just 5 minutes from Thornburg on Route 60. The Community Club earns $5 for every gift
card sold.
To purchase your gift cards,
please contact Suzy Golitko at
412.922.1125 or sgolitko@verizon.net

Candy Clip Line - Lewis’ 223 Tech Road

LaPrima Coffee fund-raiser
features locally roasted coffee
available in many delicious
blends.
The price per pound is $12.00.
You may place your order
through Gina Caliguire;
EMAIL: ajcgmc@gmail.com
PHONE: 412.651.0209
MAIL:1121 Harvard Road

The Muppet Babies -Kermit the Frog , Miss
Piggy & Miss Nanny - Rita & William Kamnikar
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Please specify blend preference:
• LaPrima House
• French Roast
• Columbian
• Ethiopian
• Paulies
• Whole bean or Ground
• Decaf or Regular
*Monthly delivery can be set up
by request.

TALK of the TOWN is published by
the Thornburg Community Club
to inform Thornburg residents
and Community Club members
of Borough news and Community
activities and events.
Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles? Please send
them to ThornburgTOT@gmail.
com or ThornburgNews@gmail.
com.
Like & follow us
on
Facebook
at
Thornburg Community
Club.

Minyard and Simelis girls

Pumpkin Reaper - Sammy Higgins

The Little Mermaid’s Ursula and
Ariel - Annie Higgins and Parker

Charlie Brown ghost - Emmett Higgins

Please consider receiving the Talk
of the Town electronically. But if
you have any questions in regards
to the delivery of the TALK of the
TOWN, please contact:
Eileen Mackin:
• 412.921.7876 (Paper delivery)
• ThornburgNews@gmail.
com (Electronic delivery)
2020 due dates for article and
news submissions are...
• January 13 th
• March 17 th
• June 16th

Tiny Terrific Thornburg
Heads Up!!!
The Crafton Food Back is in desperate
need of clean, recycled grocery bags
or green newspaper cover bags.
If you have any lying around,
just toss them in the box on the
porch of 220 Tech Road.
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Robot, spider queen and Iridescent Witch Sydnee, Lettie, Aliza Sharma

Alro Jameson - TY Beanie Baby

Foster the Love 2020 TCC Donation Drive

Zombie cheerleader - Ava Ziemniak

Viking - Cullen O’Donnell

This Thornburg went above and
beyond for our annual Donation
Drive for Foster the Love. Showing all of us once again no matter
how bad things are in the world
Thornburg show warmth and
love to all those in need.
Deadline for donating gift cards
to the Foster the Love projects
are due by December 1st.
Get your items to the porch of
Marie Urick at 1128 Princeton or
Lorraine Runyon at 1120 Princeton.
If you didn’t get to the bake sale,
but would still like to participate,
you can buy a gift card to Target,
TJ Maxx, or Wal-Mart and drop
them off to Maria or Lorraine.
Thank you for your generosity!

“RBG” Ruff Barker Ginsberg- Libby
Melfa Catanzarite

Puppy - Anna Maria Kranske
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Witch & Harry Potter -Kali & Meira
Dimond Molinero, Ghostbuster Oliver Mahone & Wizard - Gianna
Pessey

Police SWAT Team - Peter & Lucas Kranske

People's
Potluck
Are you interested in having
lively discussions about current
topics with your neighbors? Join
the People’s Potluck, a group
starting in January, hosted
by Paco Mahone and Anne
Dimond. Every other month
we will discuss a relevant topic
through book and film. The only
rule is that you come to partake
in civil discourse. Contact
Paco for more information:
pacomahone@mac.com.

