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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT…
Dearest Neighbors,

In my daily gratitude practice, I work to acknowledge the small things:
the smell of dried leaves on a fall day, a leisurely cup of coffee on a Saturday morning, one of my boys landing a perfect pun, the feeling of changing into jammies at the end of the day. Noticing and feeling grateful
for the small things helps me to be present in and fulfilled by everyday
life. But, as this holiday season approaches, I can’t help but to be wildly
grateful for the big things: the health of my loved ones, the stability of a
paycheck, a safe home. All of it, the big and small feels extra worthy of
my gratitude as we slowly return to “normal” after the challenges we all
faced during the pandemic.
It is said that ancient cultures celebrated Winter Solstice on the longest night of the year to coax back the warming sun. That is how this
year feels to me, after the long dark of the pandemic, we are coaxing back
the warming sun of gatherings and relationships. I already feel warmer
and lighter after a busy fall season of connecting with neighbors; we ate,
drank, and laughed (loudly) at the president’s reception, we ate pasta
until we almost burst at the Columbus Day dinner, we aww-ed at kids
and pets in costumes at the Halloween parade, and we ate s’mores by
the fire at the Fall Festival. So, I also feel grateful for you all, Thornburgers. We are so fortunate to have neighbors who want to
participate in community traditions and form close relationships.
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I hope you will join me this holiday season in being
wildly grateful for the big and the small. Next time you
run into me, I hope you’ll feel comfortable sharing something big or small for which you are grateful. Wishing you
all peace and joy this holiday season.
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				Lindsey Segu - President,
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COUNCIL NOTES:
Dear Neighbors,
The October 3rd Council meeting began as always with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.
Council President Sigo Falk then offered these words and asked for a moment of silence.
“On Sunday, October 3, 2021, former
Thornburg mayor, Thomas P. (Tucker) Gordon, died. He moved to Thornburg in 1963,
58 years ago, and served as mayor and on
Borough Council for over twenty years.
Among his many contributions, Tucker’s
personal generosity enabled the Borough
to acquire the land in 2005 and establish the
Thornburg Conservation Park. Engraved on
a weathered sandstone bench overlooking
the park are these words in praise of our
former mayor and neighbor. “Devotion to
our Community and Extraordinary Generosity preserved this Park for Future Generations.”
At the October 3rd meeting Crafton’s Chief Sumpter came to listen to neighbor’s safety and
mental health concerns and answered their questions. Several neighbors expressed their frustration over repeated “disturbing the peace” incidents. The Chief encouraged all residents to never
hesitate making a 911 call and to let the 911 operator know you’d like to speak to the responding
officer.
GLASS RECYCLING UPDATE
Despite what seemed a mutual understanding and some early optimism it turns out Greentree
Borough may not be a resource for Thornburg residents for recycling glass. Here are a few other
options; Pennsylvania Resource Council (PRC) has a permanent installation in the City of Pittsburgh located on Bausman Street just past the Liberty tunnel entrance on southbound Route 51.
In Stowe there’s a PRC/CAP Glass and Superior Mulch 24 hour public access drop off. From Thornburg drive across the Windgap bridge, Right on Chartiers Avenue, Right on St. John Street, Cross
the RR tracks, and turn left on Furnace Creek Extension. This collection location will NOT accept
household glass items, such as window glass, mirrors, glass tabletop, cut glass, cookware (i.e.,
Pyrex, Corningware), and ceramics. PRC also has no cost regular glass recycling drop offs as part
if their on going Hard to Recycle program. You can locate the nearest drop off location and date
by visiting PRC.org
TRASH AND RECYCLE UPDATE
Valley Waste representative Joe Orlich came to the Monday, November 1st Council meeting to
listen and respond to neighborhood-wide concerns about on-going and recently missed garbage

Continued on page 3
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Note: Borough Council Meetings are held the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the
Thornburg School Library. Your attendance and participation are welcomed and encouraged.

TOWNTALK

NEIGHBORLY NOTES:

CONGRATULATIONS & WELCOME

Greetingss, ,&
Congrathies
Sympat

THE BARAKAT’S
Welcome to the neighborhood and congrats to Soheil and Liz Barakat.
Soheil and Liz just moved in to their new home on Harvard Road and shorty thereafter welcomed a baby
girl. Let’s extend our heartfelt congratulations and welcomes to these wonderful new additions to our
neighborhood.

SYMPATHIES
THOMAS (TUCKER) GORDON
Our deepest sympathies go out to Gordon family after the passing of former Thornburg mayor, Thomas
P. (Tucker) Gordon. He moved to Thornburg in 1963, 58 years ago, and served as mayor and on Borough
Council for over twenty years. Thornburg is forever grateful for all of the dedication and support shown
by Tucker. A true civil servant.
ROBERTA BALDWIN
Community condolences are extended to Suellen Gallegos of Princeton Road after the passing of her
mom, Roberta Baldwin Jordan.

BOROUGH OF THORNBURG COUNCIL NOTES CONTINUED:
and recycling pick-ups. Covid and equipment failures continue to play havoc with their organization and schedule, a breakdown for which Joe apologized. So, going forward here’s the deal.
Valley Waste has regularly scheduled pick-ups for Thornburg on Friday that begin no earlier
than 7AM and up until 5 PM. (Please note trucks may not arrive at your house at the same time
each week.) At day’s end, if you were missed and your neighbors were picked-up, call Valley
Waste (724) 843 9373. Customer service hours are 8AM to 4:30PM. After 4:30PM leave a message to report the incident including noting “Thornburg” and a street address. Valley Waste
will dispatch a crew for pick-up first thing on Monday morning. And, please call 412 921 3713 and
leave a second voice mail message or email Borough Secretary Dorothy Falk Thornburg.secretary@gmail.com. This will enable Council to track Valley’s response.
Council will meet on Monday, December 6th at 7PM in the Community Center auditorium.
A recent ThornburgNews email gave a brief summary of agenda items for this meeting that
include plans to renovate the historic Thornburg School (built in 1909) and the adjacent playground area. Borough Council is considering various alternatives to pay for these repairs and
upgrades – from separating the work into manageable phases, to fundraising, securing grants,
borrowing, or potential property tax increases.
Mark Perrott,
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On behalf of Borough Council

9 Thornburg Holiday Party

When: Thursday, December 9 th
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Where: Carnegie Free Library & Music Hall - Carnegie, Pa. In the Studio
Join neighbors and friends for music, hors d’oeuvres, & holiday cheer!
Drinks are BYOB. RSVP before November 30th & save! $40 before Nov. 30th or $50
after Dec. 1st. Text Kris Szmul at 412.417.0144 to RSVP. Send payment via check,
cash and Venmo to Colleen Jameson (TCC Treasurer). Please note your payment
“Holiday Party”. Attire is casual or dressy. Wear what makes you happy.

11 Santa Claus is Coming to Town

When: Saturday, December 11th (Rain Date December 18th)
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Where: Through the streets of Thornburg
Santa wants to see all of the good boys and girls of Thornburg waving from
their front yards and porches. That’s why he is going to make a special trip
through town to wave from his fancy Convertible and see all of us. I hope everyone is on the nice list this year so you can get a sweet treat from the jolly ole elf!

24 Luminary Orders and Lighting

DEC

When: Thursday, December 24th (Orders due by December 9th)
6:00 pm (weather permitting)
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Luminary order forms will be delivered by street captains in early December. Please
look for the forms around your front doors as they cannot be put into mailboxes. All
deliveries will contact-less for everyones safety. Every year, we all enjoy a wonderful
night and Thornburg just glows until the wee hours of the morning. Let’s continue the
tradition. Kits will be $15. Orders can be made by check or Venmo (@TCC-Acount).
Please remember to memo/comment what you are paying for.

26 Chili Cook-off

FEB

When: Saturday, February 26th
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg School Auditorium
Thornburg Chili Cook-off is a great way to beat
the winter dull drums and get a your fill of all different kinds of chili. We will
start collecting the names of the chefs who want to throw their toque into
the tournament. Contact Brian Catanzarite at brian.catanzarite@gmail.com
to enter. Let’s fill our bellies and souls with great food and good conservations surrounded by neighbors and friends.
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What's New & Upcoming- Watch for email blasts
Here is what the TCC is working on for the new year...
CRAFTON LIBRARY COLUMN - WHAT’S NEW

EASTER CELEBRATIONS

ADULT EDUCATION - CURLING

2022 SPRING YARD SALE

DINNER WITH NEIGHBORS AT CALIENTE

MOVIES IN THE PARK

FOOD TRUCKS BEGIN AGAIN IN APRIL

MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC

COM

M
YARD UNITY
SALE

1st SPRING
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Getting Involved: Got an idea for a community event? Come to a TCC meeting every 3rd Saturday of
the month a present it to the group. Everyone is welcome.

2021-22 Club Directories
The new 2021-2022 directories
will be delivered in early October
and every effort will be made to
deliver them near your mailbox
or front door so they can be easily
located and safe from weather.
We have a new Treasurer, Colleen
Jameson. If you don’t receive
yours please contact Suzy Golitko
at 412.922.1125 or sgolitko@
verizon.net
Your due cards for the 2021-22
club year is inside your directory
envelope or inside the front
cover. Dues are $30. Complete
the form with any changes to
your listing along with your dues.
Please make checks payable to
Thornburg Community Club.
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MONDAY
Pickle-ball

When: 6:00 p.m.
Where: Thornburg Park
Tennis Courts
Bring your tennis shoes (and
a paddle if you have one). All
are invited to come and learn
and join in. Any questions,
contact Linda Froehlich
Lfroehlich720@comcast.net
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You can mail or drop off your
dues to the NEW Community Club
Treasurer Colleen Jameson at
1137 Cornell Road or Venmo (via
@TCC-Account). If dropping off,
there is a box marked TCC on the
front porch.
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Are you getting email blasts from the TCC about
upcoming events and happenings?
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If not, then send us an email at ThornburgNews@gmail.com.
Let us know you would like to be added to the group.

Letter to the Editor by Mark Perrott
Thanks to everyone for the opportunity to serve on Borough Council
for the past decade. I literally fell into this. When a council seat opened
up unexpectedly I was the only “civilian” resident present in the room.
Someone on Council suggested I move up to take this empty seat, and
Council concurred. So I did. I was so lucky. I ended up sitting next to Bert
McConomy whose acerbic wit, insight, and thoughtfulness made every
meeting an enlightening and entertaining experience.
I thank my colleagues who each bring their special interests and talents to
every meeting as Council takes on challenges big and small. The devotion
Vince, Sam, Mary, Zane, Tom, Sigo, Dorothy, and Tony, show to our tiny
village is a joy to witness. Come see for yourself some Monday evening.
Their passionate and informed voices combine in a confluence of good will
that most often ends with a unanimous affirmative vote.
Thanks to Steve Salvador and Lorraine Runyon, our Borough historians
and archivists, for invaluable help when Council updated the website a few
years back, and for their help as Council prepared a grant proposal to the
Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission to help underwrite the cost
of comprehensive window replacement for the historic Thornburg School.
A special thanks to the Community Club and Talk-of-the-Town editor Colleen
Kamnikar and to Kelly Chiodi, Editor-in-Chief of ThornburgNews, for sharing
Council Notes with our Community, sometimes with special delivery
urgency.
Thanks to President Sigo Falk and Borough Secretary Dorothy Falk for
their patient, careful, and through review of my drafts of Council Notes.
Messages to neighbors usually contain day-to-day concerns about trash
pick-up, election results and appointments, and annual budget updates. But,
not always. My appreciation to councilperson Mary Ditmore who brought
an issue to Council that resulted in my using the word “poop” in Council
Notes. A rare noun in Council Notes for this scatologically challenged scribe.
Thanks again to all. Congratulations Lauren Melfa Catanzarite.
Best,
Mark Perrott

Brand New Pieces in the Thornburg Pottery Sale
Our inventory for the pottery sale
is replenished! Lots of brand new
quart jars, vases, and many more.
These pieces make a wonderful
addition to dining room
centerpieces, kitchen decor or
holiday gifts.
To purchase contact Suzy
Golitko, sgolitko@verizon.net or
412.922.1125.
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Claim You
rs

Today!

The Thornburg Memorial Library
is located in the Municipal
Building, 600 Hamilton Road. The
library is open daily between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.,
corresponding with the hours of
the Crafton Children’s Corner, or
you can make an appointment.
To check out books, please fill
out the library card inside the
book and place in the box on
the desk in the library. This is an
“honor system” check out and
return procedure, so please be
sure to only keep the book for
a reasonable period of time of
three weeks. The library is only
accepting donations of hardcover
children’s books. Please do not
drop off anything that would not
be acceptable in a children’s library
or books that are softbound and/
or damaged. If you are donating
books, leave them in a marked
bag or box under the desk in the
Thornburg Library and please
include name or donor. If you
would like to have them picked
up at your home, please contact
me at judythecat@verizon.net.
Any questions, please call Janice
Coppola 735-5973.

Election FYI - Why Paper Ballots
Why paper ballots?
TALK of the TOWN is published by
the Thornburg Community Club
to inform Thornburg residents
and Community Club members
of Borough news and Community
activities and events.
Do you have any ideas, suggestions, or articles? Please send
them to ThornburgTOT@gmail.
com or ThornburgNews@gmail.
com.
Like & follow us
on
Facebook
at
Thornburg Community
Club.
Please consider receiving the Talk
of the Town electronically. But if
you have any questions in regards
to the delivery of the TALK of the
TOWN, please contact:
Eileen Mackin:
• 412.921.7876 (Paper delivery)
• ThornburgNews@gmail.
com (Electronic delivery)
2020 due dates for article and
news submissions are...
• January 19 th
• March 17 th

Tiny Terrific Thornburg
Heads Up!!!
The Crafton Food Back is in desperate
need of clean, recycled grocery bags
or green newspaper cover bags.
If you have any lying around,
just toss them in the box on the
porch of 220 Tech Road.
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At the recent General Election on Nov 2nd, many voters commented on the
use of paper ballots – and wondered why we are no longer using computer/
electronic voting machines. Many asked, “Are we going backwards”? While
the use of paper ballots may seem to be a technological step backward, it is in
fact considered state-of-the-art from an election security perspective. Without
a paper trail, it is very difficult to detect errors or breaches in a voting machine’s
software or hardware. Even if an error or breach is found, auditing a paperless
system is nearly impossible without redundant records to verify vote totals.
From an Internet security perspective, the voting equipment and optical
scanners are NOT connected to any network to avoid potential for hacking.
In 2018, the US Department of Homeland Security’s National Cybersecurity and
Communications Integration Center called on election officials in all 50 states
to make certain that by the 2020 presidential election every American voter
would vote using a system that produces a paper record or ballots that can
be checked and verified by the voter and audited by election officials. Three
methods were recommended by the DHS – paper ballots, machines that
print out an individual’s vote so it can be verified that the machine correctly
tabulated their choices, or using machines that send a duplication transmission
when someone votes. Individual states govern the choice of voting equipment
to use, but all states were asked to maintain a system of verifiable ballots to
ensure trust in the election system.
As of 2020, 14 states require paper ballots, 17 states require a voter-verifiable
paper record for voting machines, 6 states (including PA) require voting
machines to have a permanent paper record, and 13 states do not have a
statutory requirement for voting machines to have a paper trail – of these
however, 9 states voluntarily use paper ballots or paper trail statewide.
Pennsylvania is one of six states that require voting machines to have a
permanent paper record – most PA precincts, including Thornburg, use optical
scanning of paper ballots to tally the votes
and fulfill the paper trail requirement.
(Prior to the paper ballots instituted in
2019, Direct Recording Electronic (DRE)
systems were used that recorded votes
directly into the computer’s memory
with no paper trail.) As of the June 2020
primary election, all 67 PA counties have
deployed voting systems that produce
verifiable paper records and meet 21st
century standards of security, auditability,
and accessibility.
There you have it – the high-tech solution,
paper!

Fall 2021 Thornburg’s Environmental Park
Weed Whacking Activity
September and most of October were warm and dry this year. In fact, every one
was waiting for rain!
Just as the talk turned to a park clean-up, and Jeff Leithauser had prepared his
scare crows for the bonfire, s’mores and hay rides, the weather changed. We
then experienced rain, wind and cold temperatures. Therefore, the hayrides
and park cleanup had to be postponed. The weed whacking/park clean up was
put forward to November 6 and we remained hopeful. However, temperatures
hovered around freezing overnight. Therefore, we met an hour later just as
the sun was beginning to appear and our weeding and whacking continued
successfully.
For a change of pace we cleaned the weeds from around many of the trees that
Jeff had planted. Each tree is surrounded in wire netting to discourage the deer
and other nibbling creatures. Clearing those weeds and others in surrounding
areas was successfully achieved in a variety of locations around the park. And,
in sunshine.
There are many to thank for their attendance, encouragement and energies.
Janice & Vince Coppola
Susan Kelly
Sam Runyon
Marie And Tim Urick
Jackie & David Dornback
And don’t forget our donut
Clive Kimblin
helpers, Joan and Mark.
Fran and Dick Mathews
We hope to see you again in the spring!
With many thanks.
		Judy Kimblin

Get Ready for the Holidays with Phelps Nursery
Winter is almost here, but that doesn’t mean your lawn or garden
plans are on hold.
The Thornburg Community Club has a great idea to get you started
on holiday festive decorating. These gift cards make great gifts for
friends and family. You can purchase gift cards in $25, $50 or $100
denominations to use for your purchases at Phelps Nursery, just 5
minutes from Thornburg on Route 60. The Community Club earns $5
for every gift card sold.
Phelps still has a wide variety of perennials, trees and shrubs. Along
with pots, planters, fountains, garden gnomes, bird baths and
statuary.
To purchase your gift cards, please contact Kris Szmul
412-417-0144 and krisandtony0504@gmail.

Leaf Pickup
The leaves are
about to fall and
leaf pick-up will begin soon.
A reminder that the leaves
must be on the road where the
hose can reach them and there
should be no sticks, rocks or
other debris as it may damage
the hose. Call Rob Murphy,
Borough Maintenance Director
(412.921.3720) with questions
about pick-ups.

Here’s to Thornburg
Book Sale

If you don’t already have
the privilege of owning this
wonderful piece of local history.
Well, we are in luck!
This book written by Alice Crist
Christner is full of street photos,
charming memories,
and local history. The
TCC is selling this gem
for only $25. Contact
Lorraine Runyon to
purchase your copy
today!

ONLY $25
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Fall Events Wrap up and Photos
People's
Potluck
Are you interested in having
lively discussions about current
topics with your neighbors?
Join the People’s Potluck,
hosted by Paco Mahone and
Anne Dimond. Every other
month we will discuss a
relevant topic through book
and film. The only rule is
that you come to partake
in civil discourse. Contact
Paco for more information:
pacomahone@mac.com.

Thornburg Military
Banner Program
Our military banners are on
display from Veterans Day. If you
would like to order a banner for
next years celebration, please
go to our website to download
an application and return to Rita
Deluzio.
http://troopbanners.com/Thornburg
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Well, what a season we’ve had! So many wonderful memories and fun was had.
As always we have just the best neighbors who are always willing and eager
to help and show generous support. Thank you to everyone involved with the
following event that made them all so wonderful!

Thornburg Block Party - Tech Road

President’s Reception

Fall Events Wrap up and Photos
Halloween 2021

Fall Festival in the Conservation Park - Scarecrows were AMAZING!
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